
IDENTIFY ARTIFACT, FOSSIL, OR SITE 

Outside the US Inside the US 
Unusual Questions (extraordinary 

claims, supernatural, etc.) 

Not much we can learn without 

context. Contact a local 

archaeologist or institution. 

Private Land Public Land 

Theirs Someone Else’s 

That Might not 

be a Rock 
That’s Probably Just a 

Rock, and That’s Okay 

It’s a Neat Rock 

Prehistoric Fossil/

Dinosaurs 

Bone 

Human Animal 

Artifact/Site 

Contact landowner. 

Please don’t touch. 

Contact a geologist. 

Contact a 

paleontologist.* 

It’s an animal 

bone. Call the police. 

Not much we can learn 

without context. Contact 

a local archaeologist, 

regional society, OSA, 

SHPO, or THPO. 

Importance of context. 

Cannot validate claims. 

OSA: Office of the State Archaeologist. Find the local OSA here. 

SHPO: State Historic Preservation Office. Find the local SHPO here. 

THPO: Tribal Historic Preservation Office. Find the local THPO here. 

*The Paleontological Society 

provides a Fossil ID online form, 

which is helpful for these questions. 

https://sites.google.com/view/state-archaeologists/find-your-state-archaeologist?authuser=0
https://ncshpo.org/directory/
https://members.nathpo.org/thpodirectory/FindStartsWith?term=%23%21
https://www.paleosoc.org/
https://form.jotform.com/221665322452047


CAREER INFORMATION 

What Archaeologists Do 

Most archaeologists work in 

cultural resource management, 

but emphasize diversity of work 

environments and 

interdisciplinary specialties. 

*See also the US Secretary of the Interior Professional 

Qualification Standards and the Office of Personnel 

Management Standards for Archaeologists. 

Scholarships 

Look to professional 
organizations, such as 

SAA, SHA, AIA, and 
AAA, as well as the 

university itself. 

Education Requirements 

Typically a minimum of four-year 

college degree in anthropology, 

archaeology, or a related major. 

Completion of a field school.* 

There is no one right way to 

become an archaeologist. 

Outside the US 

Offer to put in contact with 

colleague who has worked 

in that country, if available. 

Inside the US 

Becoming an Archaeologist Being an Archaeologist 

Finding a Job 

SAA: Society for American Archaeology. Find SAA scholarships here or Career Center. 

SHA: Society for Historical Archaeology. Find SHA scholarships here. 

AIA: Archaeological Institute of America. Find AIA scholarships here. 

AAA: American Anthropological Association. Find AAA fellowships and career resources here. 

ACRA: American Cultural Resources Association. Find ACRA’s job board here. 

NCPH: National Council on Public History. Find NCPH’s job board here. 

General job listing 

websites, the SAA Career 

Center, or job postings 

through AAA, ACRA, and 

NCPH. Search for federal 

jobs through USAjobs.gov. 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/sec-standards-prof-quals.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/sec-standards-prof-quals.htm
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/classification-qualifications/general-schedule-qualification-standards/0100/archeology-series-0193/
https://www.saa.org/career-practice/Scholarships-and-Grants
https://careers.saa.org/
https://sha.org/students-and-teachers/the-sha-scholarship-program/
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/professionals/grants-awards/
https://www.americananthro.org/AdvanceYourCareer/Content.aspx?ItemNumber=2208&navItemNumber=799&navItemNumber=654
https://acra-crm.org/jobs/
https://ncph.org/jobs/


REQUEST FOR EXPERT, INTERVIEW, OR SPEAKER 

*In particular, drawing from SAA’s Network of State/

Provincial Archaeology Education Coordinators. 

Review Article or Research 

Cannot review work, but can 

explain the process of 

publication and peer review. 

Interview 

Request from Student 

about Careers 

Request from Media 

Public Speaking, 

Classroom Talk, or 

Afterschool Program 

In Person 

Online 

General Archaeology 

or Expertise I Have 

Expertise I Do 

Not Have 

Offer to put in contact 

with colleague who 

works in that subject 

area, if available. 

Local Not Local 

Offer to put in contact 

with colleague who 

works in that region, if 

available.* 

Forward to SAA’s 

Communications 

Manager. Yes! 

Yes! Yes! 

https://www.saa.org/about-archaeology/get-involved-locally
https://www.saa.org/about-archaeology/get-involved-locally


LEGAL OR ETHICAL QUESTIONS 

SAA: Society for American Archaeology. Find the SAA Principles of Archaeological Ethics here and site etiquette guidelines here. 

RPA: Register of Professional Archaeologists. Find the RPA Code and Standards here. Along with the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists, RPA maintains the Archaeological Ethics Database. 

WAC: World Archaeological Congress. Find the WAC Code of Ethics here. 

Outside the US 

Contact a local 

archaeologist or 

institution. 

Inside the US 

Private Land Public Land 

Theirs Someone Else’s 

Contact landowner for 

written permission. 

Ethically, it is important to 

carefully document context. 

Contact the overseeing 

agency, SHPO, or THPO about 

permitting process. It is illegal 

to remove or disturb these 

artifacts without a permit. 

Generally, this is legal. Check 

with SHPO or THPO about 

local laws. Ethically, it is 

important to carefully 

document context. 

Ethical Guidelines 

SAA, RPA, WAC, 

and other 

organizations 

outline ethical 

codes or 

principles for 

archaeologists. 

Collecting Artifacts Repatriation 

Contact SAA’s 

Government Affairs 

Manager. 
For Archaeologists For Site 

Visitors 

See SAA’s 

site etiquette 

guidelines. 

https://www.saa.org/career-practice/ethics-in-professional-archaeology
https://www.saa.org/about-archaeology/archaeology-tourism
https://rpanet.org/code-and-standards
https://archaeologicalethics.org/
http://worldarch.org/about-wac/


EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 

SAA: Society for American Archaeology. Find the K-12 Activities and Resources and 

Post-Secondary Resources here. 

AEC: Archaeology Education Clearinghouse is a partnership between SAA and other 

archaeological organizations. Find the Thanksgiving Initative resources here. 

Lesson Plans and 

Activities 

Primary and 

Secondary School 

Post-Secondary 

School 

Field Trips or 

Events 
Send to SAA’s Post-

Secondary Resources. 

Offer to put in contact 

with colleague who 

works in that region, if 

available.* 

Teaching Thanksgiving 

*In particular, drawing from SAA’s Network of State/Provincial 

Archaeology Education Coordinators or that region’s public 

archaeology organization (like FPAN, UPAN, OKPAN, TxPAN, DC’s 

Archaeology in the Community, etc.). 

Send to SAA K-12 Activities 

and Resources, Project 

Archaeology, or defer to a 

local colleague for region-

specific curricula. 

Send to AEC’s 

Thanksgiving 

Initiative 

https://www.saa.org/education-outreach/teaching-archaeology/k-12-activities-resources
https://www.saa.org/education-outreach/teaching-archaeology/post-secondary-resources
https://archaeologyeducationclearinghouse.wordpress.com/resources/thanksgiving/
https://www.saa.org/about-archaeology/get-involved-locally
https://www.saa.org/about-archaeology/get-involved-locally
https://www.fpan.us/
https://ushpo.utah.gov/shpo/upan/
https://www.ou.edu/okpan
https://txpan.txst.edu/
https://www.archaeologyincommunity.com/


SELLING OR APPRAISALS 

Have an Object 

to Sell 

Have an Object to 

Appraise 

*Can pass along the Smithsonian’s list of appraisal resources. 

No. 

It’s a Neat Object 

The value of an artifact is the information it 

can tell us about the past. Archaeologists 

will not give you a monetary value.* 

https://mci.si.edu/artifact-appraisals


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

SHPO: State Historic Preservation Office. Find the local SHPO here. 

OSA: Office of the State Archaeologist. Find the local OSA here. 

Long-Term 
Short-Term 

*See a list of Archaeology Week/Months by state. 

Contact SHPO or regional 

society for local site 

stewardship and volunteer 

training opportunities. 

One-Time Event 

Willing to Pay Fees Less Willing to Pay Fees 

Contact private organizations 

such as the Crow Canyon 

Archaeological Center, 

EarthWatch, and the Center for 

American Archaeology. 

Lab Work Field Work 

Contact government 

agencies such as the 

US Forest Service or 

the National Park 

Service. 

Contact SHPO or local 

university anthropology 

departments. 

Contact OSA or regional 

society for upcoming events, 

particularly during a State 

Archaeology Week/Month.* 

https://ncshpo.org/directory/
https://sites.google.com/view/state-archaeologists/find-your-state-archaeologist?authuser=0
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/educators/more-resources/statemonths/

