Symposia Abstracts of the 2024 SAA 89th Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana

The ANNUAL MEETING of the Society for American Archaeology provides a forum for the dissemination of knowledge and
discussion. The views expressed at the sessions are solely those of the speakers and the Society does not endorse, approve, or
censor them. Descriptions of events and titles are those of the organizers, not the Society.

[1] Symposium ‘EQUITY IN THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF DISASTER, PAST, PRESENT, AND
FUTURE

Ongoing experiences with severe weather events, global environmental change, war, and epidemic disease
demonstrate that impacts of disasters are rarely distributed equitably. Marginalized communities tend to be
the most vulnerable and may have limited capacities to recover. Similarly, cultural heritage, tangible and
intangible, is subject to damage and destruction during disasters and disaster response. But is everyone’s
heritage at equal risk, and who defines what heritage is? This forum explores intersections of disaster and
equity in archaeology. What have we learned about relationships among inequality, vulnerability, and
resilience in past societies? How have disasters, and responses to them, affected social inequality? Under the
rapid pace of modern disaster response and recovery, whose heritage is preserved and whose is sacrificed?
Whose voices are considered during disaster planning when it comes to the protection of archaeological
sites, collections, and cultural landscapes? And finally, what lessons from past disasters would improve the
equity of disaster preparedness and recovery today? Although these issues and interests have global
significance in archaeology, they have particular salience in New Orleans and the Gulf South, where disasters,
preparedness, recovery, and aftermath have been recurrent and will continue to affect future generations.

[2] Symposium ‘Al-PROOF LEARNING: FOOD-CENTERED EXPERIMENTAL
ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM

The session aims to discuss ways to engage students in hands-on, high-impact learning while delving into the
captivating world of culinary archaeology. Food and cooking are a shared human experience and can be an
essential entrée for students into understanding the skill, decision-making, and challenges past people
navigated. Bring us your baked, boiled, and butchered! The session will provide a platform to share successes
and lessons related to food-themed activities for students at various levels and modalities, with an eye for
how these activities may help colleagues seeking to replace or reform assessments (exams, essays, online
discussions, etc.) whose evaluation is problematized by Al text generators. We encourage you to contribute
your expertise around the following themes: (1) Food-related Experimental Archaeology and Teaching
Research Design for early undergraduate, late undergraduate, and postgraduate levels. How can we use food
in the classroom as a lens to teach the research design? How can we use it to humanize and teach about
social structures, technology, trade networks, and cultural identities of different periods? (2) Integrating Al-
Proof (or Al-Cooperative!) Approaches. With the increasing integration of Al in education, many instructors
are rethinking their usual assignments, presenting new opportunities for engagement.

[3] Symposium - “THE SOUTH ALSO EXISTS”: THE CURRENT STATE OF PREHISTORIC
ARCHAEOLOGY IN BRAZIL: DIALOGUES ACROSS DIFFERENT THEORETICAL
APPROACHES AND RESEARCH AGENDAS

The Brazilian archaeological record is greatly diverse and reflects widely different periods of colonization and
occupation of several diverse biomes associated with a heterogeneous social complexity throughout time and
space. In the last decades, many different theoretical frameworks, as well as many various methodological
approaches, have been successfully applied in Brazilian archaeology to explore further traditional questions
regarding cultural and biological diversity, chronology, landscape, and resource use, as well as to strengthen
the dialogues between these themes and traditional communities’ practices. This symposium aims to present
the current theoretical diversity used to approach the abovementioned research topics and promote a
conversation about the intersection among different theoretical and methodological approaches.

[4] Symposium -US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS: CURRENT WORK IN CRM,
RESEARCH, AND CREATIVE MITIGATION

The US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is one of the nation’s oldest federal agencies. The Corps has
multiple missions, including navigation improvement, erosion and flood control, military construction,
emergency response, and authorization of work and structures in waters of the United States. Due to the
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diversity of its missions and regional specificities, there is an equally diverse amount of work conducted by
Corps archaeologists and cultural resource managers that includes working with many different stakeholders,
ranging from private individuals to federally recognized tribes to state and federal agencies. This session
explores some of the Corps’ current work, including ongoing compliance with Section 106 and Section |10
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended; archaeological investigations; and
development of creative mitigation alternatives.

[5] Symposium -UNDERWATER MAYA: ANALYTICAL APPROACHES FOR
INTERPRETING ANCIENT MAYA ACTIVITIES AT THE PAYNES CREEK SALT WORKS,
BELIZE

The remarkable preservation of pole and thatch buildings below the seafloor allows for an opportunity to
investigate the organization of households at an ancient Maya salt industry known as the Paynes Creek Salt
Works, Belize. Papers in this session will focus on the abandoned and inundated salt works that were
preserved by sea-level rise and red mangrove peat. Chemical analysis of marine sediment has found patterns
associated with buildings as well as plazas that support the interpretation that some of the buildings are
residences. Brine was enriched outside of salt kitchens. The only two salt works above sea level aid in the
reconstruction of activities inside and outside of wooden buildings. Analysis of marine sediment using loss-on-
ignition provides information regarding the rate of sea-level rise and activities that occurred inside and
outside of wooden buildings. The Paynes Creek Salt Works were integrated into the Classic Maya economy
through trade and exchange as evidenced by stone tool analysis.

[6] General Session -PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY ARCHAEOLOGY

[7] Symposium -COMMUNITY-ENGAGED BIOARCHAEOLOGY: CENTERING
DESCENDANTS

(SPONSORED BY BIOARCHAEOLOGY INTEREST GROUP [BIG])

An engaged bioarchaeological project includes Indigenous or descendant communities from the start of the
project, centering their questions and bringing forward their knowledge of the past with that of the
anthropologists. This model creates deeper, more nuanced conversations about their ancestors. The engaged
bioarchaeological projects presented here all center Indigenous and descendant questions in different
contexts (landscapes, geographies, cultures), intertwining their voices and stories with the gathering of
information from ancestral and cultural remains resulting in broader understandings of the past. Each paper
offers a glimpse into the different ways descendant communities can and do engage with bioarchaeological
research projects. In some cases, the research is initiated by the community, and in others the
bioarchaeologists seek out the descendant community for their input and questions, to guide the research.
No matter the origin of the initiation, what is revealed here is the ways in which we can reframe our work to
be inclusive of the knowledge of the descendant community. Further, many of these projects also reveal how
community-engaged bioarchaeological projects are decolonizing practices and working toward restorative
justice by recalibrating how knowledge is produced and who benefits from the work.

[8] Symposium ‘IN SEARCH OF SOLUTIONS: EXPLORING PATHWAYS TO
REPATRIATION FOR NAGPRA PRACTITIONERS (PART I)

(SPONSORED BY THE COMMITTEE ON REPATRIATION)

Now in its fourth decade, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) remains
one of the most important legislative acts shaping the discipline of archaeology today. To adequately discuss
the range of topics and provide examples and case studies incorporating shifting discourses of repatriation,
policies, and collections management concerning Ancestors and their belongings subject to NAGPRA, the
Committee on Museums, Collections, and Curation and the Curation Interest group have arranged a five-
part series. Practitioners across the discipline work to respectfully return the Ancestors and cultural heritage
of Indigenous nations, tribes, and communities, often without specialized training, and frequently without
sufficient financial, administrative, or political institutional support. Collections professionals, especially, are
expected to become instant NAGPRA experts, simply because their day is spent in curation spaces within
which Ancestors and their belongings reside. Collections professionals contend with institutional pressure
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balanced against the importance of carrying out the law in a respectful manner, attempting to mitigate further
trauma to Indigenous Peoples, and they must do so, often, while learning the law themselves. This session
discusses past experiences of current practitioners, highlights challenges, and offers potential solutions to
those and similar challenges that new and existing practitioners alike may face.

[9] General Session -PALEOAMERICAN SITES AND ARTIFACTS ACROSS THE AMERICAS

[10] Forum -HOW TO WIN DEANS AND INFLUENCE STUDENTS: “SELLING” YOUR
ARCHAEOLOGY PROGRAM TO UNIVERSITY STAKEHOLDERS

(SPONSORED BY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE)

The need to provide more relevant professional training for archaeology students has been a frequent theme
at the SAA annual meetings. In today’s evolving economic and academic landscape, it is essential to find
innovative ways to “sell” archaeology as a compelling discipline and viable career track to both university
deans and students. Yet academic bureaucracies can be difficult to navigate and governing bodies resistant to
change. Updating syllabi for individual classes is a good start, but in many cases, more fundamental change is
needed to allow archaeology programs to continue to be relevant. This conference panel aims to explore
strategies and insights for promoting archaeology within higher education institutions. Coming from a range
of professional contexts, our panelists will discuss the challenges and opportunities in convincing university
deans of the value of archaeology programs, as well as engaging and inspiring students to pursue
archaeological studies. Key topics to be addressed include communication strategies, curriculum innovation,
and collaborative initiatives to create career pipelines for students. By examining these strategies and drawing
on real-world experiences, this panel aims to provide a comprehensive guide for effectively selling
archaeology to university decision-makers and inspiring the next generation of archaeologists.

[11] Forum -RECONSIDERATIONS OF EPICLASSIC AND POSTCLASSIC MIGRATIONS IN
MESOAMERICA

After the collapse of Teotihuacan in the mid-to-late sixth century CE, large-scale migrations became
recurring features in the realignments and adjustments of the sociopolitical landscape of Mesoamerica during
the Epiclassic and Postclassic periods. A number of independent research projects conducted in several
different regions, at various scales, and incorporating multiple lines of evidence have established the historical
reality of these migrations. Decades of coordinated research combining data and interpretations from
archaeology, ethnohistory, epigraphy, linguistics, biological anthropology, and earth sciences have contributed
to empirical knowledge of ancient migrations throughout Mesoamerica during these crucial time periods. The
forum panel includes leading authorities and active participants in the development of this research. Their
discussion will highlight current understandings and identify important questions that we need to address in
future research on ancient Mesoamerican migrations. Common threads include the impact of climate change
and natural disasters as migration triggers, the possible role of religious cults, migrations as both causes and
effects of sociopolitical collapse and other forms of disruption, the effects of migrations on changing trade
routes and other economic patterns, the impact of migrations on ethnic identities and political affiliations, and
the interplay of these factors with material culture.

[12] Symposium ‘ARCHAEOGASTRONOMY: GROCERY LISTS AS SEEN FROM A
MULTIDIMENSIONAL PERSPECTIVE

From an archaeological perspective, studying food and food processing is a complex task that requires
specialized tools and techniques. The development of new techniques, or new applications of well-established
techniques, to apprehend the transformation of ingredients (plants, animals) into complex foods has
permitted scholars to deepen their understanding of the ingredients used and also the manner in which foods
were prepared in the past. In this session, entitled “Archaeogastronomy: Grocery Lists as Seen from a
Multidimensional Perspective,” we wish to bring together scholars working in different parts of the world and
on different periods to present their recent advances. VWe hope this session will stimulate future research
and new collaborations.
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[13] Symposium -PAISAJES ARQUEOLOGICOS DE PANAMARCA: FINDINGS FROM THE
2018-2023 FIELD SEASONS

This symposium will present the work of four field seasons of ongoing work at the site of Pafamarca, Nepeha
Valley, Peru. Pahamarca contains an array of adobe monumental platforms, walls, and temples. The first mural
discoveries at the site were revealed to the world in the 1950s, which included a famous mural of a Moche
priestess. Recent work has focused on defining the cultural chronology of the site through AMS dating,
exploring the farming landscape of the surrounding valley, and excavation, conservation, and documentation
of remarkably preserved painted architectural surfaces dating to the Moche period (500-850 CE). Overxall,
the new discoveries confirm that the site played an important role in the region well before and after Moche
presence. The work also supports our theory that during the Moche period, Pafiamarca was a place of
unusual creativity and a crucible for artistic invention. The artists and patrons of Pafamarca did not conform
to what otherwise is thought to have been a very rigid society and artistic Moche style.

[14] Symposium ‘LEVELING UP: GAMING AND GAME DESIGN IN ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

Recent pedagogical research has shown that “flipping the classroom,” or shifting education from an emphasis
on traditional lectures and exams to more active, student-led projects, improves morale and information
retention. Beyond the classroom, interactive projects are useful tools for engaging with the public and specific
stakeholders about cultural heritage. While some lecture content is necessary and valuable, these higher-
impact practices can help archaeological professionals bridge educational gaps and reach wider audiences than
ever before. This symposium explores several applications of gaming and game design (broadly conceived) for
archaeological education and outreach. Discussing topics such as analog role-playing games, tabletop games,
video games, virtual reality, and even “gamified” syllabi and course structures, these presentations consider a
few ways we might employ gaming to foster fun, engaging interactions with students and the public.

[15] Symposium -HOOD ARCHAEOLOGIES: IMPACTS OF THE SCHOOL-TO-PRISON
PIPELINE ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRACTICE AND PEDAGOGY

The literature on equity in archaeology and related human resource DEl initiatives are seeing a steep rise in
efforts to understand intersectionality among professional archaeologists and to use that knowledge to build
a more inclusive discipline. While those efforts typically serve to benefit archaeology, exploration of the
intersection between BIPOC identities and socioeconomic class among archaeologists is curiously absent.
We ask a few questions in that vein, including: Why are so few archaeologists interested in exploring the
intersection between ethnicity and class among practitioners in our discipline? How do the personal and
professional experiences of ethnically and socioeconomically marginalized archaeologists compare to those of
their peers in academic archaeology, CRM, and museum contexts? In what ways does the intersection
between BIPOC identity and familial poverty shape one’s career pathways, peer relationships, practices, and
pedagogies! We believe those are questions best answered by hood archaeologists, practitioners whose
BIPOC identities originate in the projects, Section 8 clusters, the rez, the barrio, the trailer park, or the
encampment and who grew up in low-income households where the school-to-prison pipeline loomed large.
We bring together a professionally diverse group of those archaeologists to do so, including faculty, graduate
students, CRM professionals, and museum personnel.

[16] Symposium -INDIVIDUALS KNOWN AND UNKNOWN: CASE STUDIES FROM TWO
BURIAL CONTEXTS AT COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG

Encountering human remains during archaeological excavations within the historic area of Colonial
Williamsburg is not uncommon. As ethical and methodological considerations for the archaeological
treatment of human remains and cemeteries have evolved, two recent projects in Williamsburg have
presented an opportunity to conduct research and engage descendant communities within new frameworks.
This session will explore two projects dealing with burials from contexts that couldn’t be more different: the
cemetery of one of the oldest Baptist churches established by African Americans and a mass grave for
Confederate casualties near the city’s powder magazine. One project was initiated by the descendant
community of the First Baptist Church of Williamsburg while the other was conducted out of necessity to
remove human remains from areas to be impacted by restoration work. Papers will discuss the
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archaeological and osteological findings, our differential abilities to identify individuals, the opportunities and
challenges of DNA analysis, the role conservators and curators can play in providing humanizing details
through material remains, and our efforts to empower the appropriate descendant communities. The
ultimate outcome of these projects is to appropriately restore the humanity to the individuals buried at these
sites.

[17] Symposium ‘WORLD-SYSTEMS AND GLOBALIZATION IN ARCHAEOLOGY:
ASSESSING MODELS OF INTERSOCIETAL CONNECTIONS 50 YEARS SINCE
WALLERSTEIN’S “THE MODERN WORLD-SYSTEM”

2024 marks 50 years since the publication of Immanuel Wallerstein’s seminal volume on world-systems
theory (WST). Wallerstein focused on the emergence of the capitalist world-system in the sixteenth century,
but his model attracted the attention of archaeologists, historians, and others who applied the approach to
precapitalist societies. Through reconfiguring of concepts such as core, periphery, semi-periphery, and
incorporation, and the development of additional elements, most notably globalization, these researchers
expanded the application of WST to periods reaching far back into antiquity. WST has evolved into a broader
paradigm encompassing theories that share a focus on intersocietal interaction and the myriad ways that is
expressed in the political, economic, social, and religious spheres. The term world-systems analysis (WSA)
has been adopted to describe this more expansive perspective. In addition to the concepts developed by
Wallerstein, Frank, Hall, Chase-Dunn, and others, notions concerning globalization, the nature and function
of frontiers, network analysis, small worlds, and deep history have come to play major roles in WSA. This
session examines the status of WSA and related approaches as frameworks that explain cultural conditions
through time. Participants explore such linkages in East and Central Asia, Europe, Africa, and the Americas
and also consider future directions.

[18] Symposium ‘SOCIAL ARCHAEOLOGIES AND ISLANDS

Island archaeology has advanced significantly during the past two decades, from exponential increases in
empirical data to new theoretical breakthroughs, particularly in ecological and evolutionary approaches.
While these bodies of knowledge are essential for understanding islands, a predominance of “scientific”
theoretical frameworks for interpreting islands could be complemented by more social understandings of life
on islands in the past, with implications for islander presents and futures. Island studies in general have moved
from using islands as laboratories to research of islands and islanders on their own terms. From the early
2000s the field of island studies has been growing vastly, mainly due to multidisciplinary studies of current
global issues and phenomena from the perspective of islands and islanders. The studies of past island life and
islanders’ maritime relationships can contribute in major ways to understanding current sustainability issues
and conservation strategies. This session brings together perspectives from islands around the world to
engage with the diversity of social archaeologies that emerge from the perspective of smaller and larger
landmasses surrounded by rivers, lakes, seas, and oceans. The session highlights engagement with the water
itself as a medium of human experiences in the past as they link to the present.

[19] Symposium ‘RESOURCES AND SOCIETY IN ANCIENT CHINA

The connection between society and resources does not involve a deterministic relationship whereby
resources directly and inevitably determine social organization, benefit, and survival. Instead, the relationship
entails a dialectic, and social forces exert an impact on, and sometimes completely determine aspects of the
use of resources and their distribution. In archaeological contexts, various subjects have been explored
concerning the interaction between resources and society. The deep history of societies in East Asia and the
diversity of associated resources provide a unique opportunity for studying the interaction between
resources and society in the past, present, and future. By bringing together the recent archaeological work
on a wide range of topics and approaches, including metals, ceramics, lithics, animals, plants, and various
other forms of natural and social resources, this session hopes to provide a more comprehensive
understanding of resources and society in ancient East Asia.
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[20] Symposium ‘AMERICAN FORAGERS: HUMAN-ENVIRONMENTAL INTERACTIONS
ACROSS THE CONTINENTS

The Americas exhibit a massive range of environmental settings and hunter-gatherer lifeways that are often
considered at a regional level. However, consideration of archaeological records more broadly across
different ecologies and regions is essential for understanding the relationship between environmental
variables and human behavior. Exploring the archaeological records of diverse North and South American
landscapes in relation to each other facilitates the exploration of topics such as cultural transmission, mobility
and migration, resource exploitation, and the ways that humans’ adaptation to their local environments
shaped the archaeological record we study today. By considering the many manifestations of the foraging
economy in the Americas, this session will strengthen our ability to make cross-regional comparisons for
continents unique for their relatively recent peopling. This symposium brings together early-career and
established scholars to present research on forager-environmental interactions in regions across the
Americas, including the Arctic, the Andes, the Great Plains, the Colorado Plateau, the Great Basin, the North
American Southeast, and Patagonia. Discussion at this level will demonstrate the importance of considering
different regions in relation to each other when interpreting past human behaviors.

[21] Symposium ‘MISINFORMATION AND MISREPRESENTATION PART I:
RECONSIDERING “HUMAN SACRIFICE,” RELIGION, SLAVERY, MODERNITY, AND
OTHER EUROPEAN-DERIVED CONCEPTS

This session examines how European-derived analytical concepts that have gained academic legitimacy and
given rise to particular methods of understanding have fostered misleading claims, ideas, images, and
narratives about ancient Mesoamerica. The presentations reconsider and reevaluate concepts that have
gained ground as valid sources of insight into conditions, motivations, and representations in civilizations and
societies of the past. Although Mesoamerica figures importantly in this session, the discussion of the
prevalent use of European-derived analytical concepts and how usage impacts our understanding of ancient
cultures is pertinent to all archaeologists working in non-European contexts.

[22] Symposium ‘NEW WORK IN MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY, PART |: LANDSCAPES,
FOOD, AND HEALTH

In this first of two sessions presenting new work in medieval archaeology, papers focus on questions
centered on landscape, food, and health as well as new methods and theoretical frameworks being developed
to investigate these issues from Late Antiquity to the late Middle Ages in the lands stretching from the
eastern Mediterranean to northwestern Europe.

[23] Symposium ‘STEPPE BY STEPPE: ADVANCES IN THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF EASTERN
EURASIA

This session seeks to highlight the wide array of innovations in recent scholarship of the prehistory of eastern
Eurasia. Any attempt to parse the complexity and variable scale of the social, biogeographical, ecological, and
historical dynamics that interdependently shaped the archaeological record of eastern Eurasia requires
continual development of practice and theory as well as the synthesis of many regional perspectives. With
this in mind we provide a forum that puts scholars working across a range of regions, timespans, theoretical
approaches, and methods into broader conversation. Topics include multispecies perspectives, trade and
exchange, mobilities, paleoecology and human-environmental reconstruction, zooarchaeology,
archaeobotany, spatial analysis, monumentality, biomolecular applications, metallurgical technologies,
osteoarchaeology, foodways, and more. Here we feature research that highlights new archaeological case
studies, new theoretical directions, and new analytical techniques. From the grassy expanses of the steppe to
the back shelves of institutional collections, this session explores recent developments in the archaeology of
eastern Eurasia and provides a window into the state of the field.

[24] Symposium -*SE NOT YOUR FATHER’S POVERTY POINT: REWRITING OLD
NARRATIVES THROUGH NEW RESEARCH

Two decades ago, Weinstein et al. (2003:103) noted that “Poverty Point has been dug into, written about,
and speculated about probably more often than any other site in Louisiana or the entire Lower Mississippi
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Valley.” Since then, fieldwork and collections research at the Poverty Point site and, more broadly, at
culturally affiliated sites in the US Southeast have continued to enhance our understanding of the Poverty
Point cultural phenomenon. These recent and ongoing investigations explore questions about the landscapes,
subsistence, material culture, and chronology of the Poverty Point culture. The data reveal new levels of
complexity that challenge archaeological models of site development and indigenous lifeways during the Late
Archaic period.

[25] Symposium -EMBODIED ESSENCE: ANTHROPOLOGICAL, HISTORICAL, AND
ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE USE OF BODY PARTS AND BODILY
SUBSTANCES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES

Anthropological and historical research suggests that anatomical parts and bodily substances of humans and
nonhuman animals (e.g., crania, mandibles, horns, blood, fat, brains, marrow) likely played an important role
in the religious beliefs and practices of many past societies because they were considered to be imbued with
spiritual power. That such is the case is not widely appreciated in archaeology at the moment, however. This
is a problem not only because it means we are probably overlooking data that shed light on the religious
beliefs and practices of a number of past societies, but also because it means we are probably misinterpreting
some of the animal bones at some archaeological sites: we are interpreting the bones in terms of economic
behavior when they were actually deposited in connection with religious rituals. The present symposium’s
goal is to begin the process of changing this state of affairs. The symposium brings together several of the
most prominent of the small group of researchers currently working on the phenomenon of the religious use
of anatomical parts and bodily substances with a view to identifying commonalities and differences among the
societies and archaeological cultures in which it has been documented and stimulating collaborative research.

[26] Symposium -ARCHAEOLOGIES OF SURVEILLANCE: SEEING AND POWER IN THE
MATERIAL WORLD

Surveillance—the act and apparatus of observation—is a key fixture in the behaviors and materials of human
societies. While narratives of power, authority, domination, and resistance feature prominently in the
literature, surveillance remains undertheorized in archaeology. This relative lack of attention is perhaps
because articulations of surveillance in other contexts, such as Bentham’s panopticon and Foucault’s essays
on power and knowledge, were explicitly modern in their conception and application. Nevertheless, the
social significance of watching and being watched is also apparent in the archaeological record of many
premodern societies, especially states and empires. This session presents case studies on the archaeology of
surveillance from a variety of disciplinary and societal contexts. In particular, it aims to examine the
materiality and landscapes of surveillance. What are the material culture correlates for watching and, equally
important, for the watched? Where and when do human groups invest in the architecture of surveillance and
what effects can be detected or inferred from such investments? Where are material vestiges of surveillance
conspicuous in their absence? By examining the conditions of surveillance (forced labor, borderlands,
colonialism, imperialism, bureaucracy) in a number of global contexts, we also demonstrate how archaeology
can contribute to broader dialogues in surveillance studies.

[27] Symposium -CHAVIN DE HUANTAR’S CONTRIBUTION TO UNDERSTANDING THE
CENTRAL ANDEAN FORMATIVE: RESULTS AND PERSPECTIVES

Chavin de Huantar is an important Middle-Late Formative site (1200-500 BC) of the north-central highlands
of Peru, recognized for its precocious worked stone monumental construction, enigmatic architectural forms
including subterranean galleries, and extensive stone art that decorated many architectural contexts. The
site's primary function was religious, judging from the elaborate development of ritual contexts and material
culture. The Programa de Investigacion Arqueoldgica y Conservacion en Chavin de Huantar began in 1994,
addressing the multidimensional complexity of the site. Its transdisciplinary research marked a significant shift
in the generation of knowledge about the emergence of authority in the Andes. Greater understanding of
previously known contexts and discovery of new ritual spaces have revealed an iconic tradition marked by
both continuity and innovation. Detailed excavations of galleries, including those in the Atrium of the Circular
Plaza, have sophisticated understanding of function and organization of the Chavin entity. Across 30 years of
fieldwork and analysis a variety of locations in and around the monumental site have been investigated. This
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session focuses on the Programa’s new knowledge and research perspectives, reevaluating concepts of
Andean Formative organization and its complexity, and questioning how or if the Formative was elemental in
development of Andean states.

[28] Symposium ‘DEVELOPMENTS AND CHALLENGES IN LANDSCAPE ARCHAEOLOGY
The aim of this symposium is to present and discuss a series of papers that focus broadly on any new
developments as well as pending challenges in the archaeological study of landscapes. More specifically, the
presentations in this symposium seek to reflect on the overall aims of landscape archaeology, evaluate what
kind of knowledge is generated by this subdiscipline, review and/or compare theoretical frameworks, identify
and reflect on the role new technologies play in the study of landscapes (what and where is their impact),
discuss current and future challenges, and determine its role and impact in society.

[29] Symposium ‘THE TIES THAT BIND: CORDAGE, ITS SOURCES, AND THE
ARTIFACTS OF ITS CREATION AND USE

Cordage is typically the earliest fiber technology to develop in ancient societies, and it tends quickly to form
the basis of most constructed interworked fibrous textiles and fabrics. Nevertheless, cordage has continued
to exist and function independently of textiles in a wide variety of roles, as in the rope, yarn, and string used
for wrapping, binding, and transporting, as well as for rigging, torques, quipus, nets, and other cordage-based
tools and devices. In contexts where the cordage no longer survives, the presence of cordage technology is
revealed by the presence of tools for making cordage, including spindles, whorls, and rope spinners, and by
the presence of paraphernalia that relies on cordage, such as netting gauges, cleats, moorings, slings,
harpoons, and suspended objects. This session explores the enduring production, function, and meaning of
cordage in ancient through contemporary societies worldwide.

[30] Symposium ‘BRIDGING TIME, SPACE, AND SPECIES: OVER 20 YEARS OF
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSIGHTS FROM THE CANONCILLO COMPLEX, JEQUETEPEQUE
VALLEY, PERU, PART |

Long-term research in the Canoncillo Archaeological Complex on the north coast of Peru, conducted by an
international, collaborative team of archaeologists, has offered important insights into changing social
organization, political structures, and ritual practices over the last 2,000 years in the ancient central Andes.
Situated on the southern margin of the Jequetepeque Valley, the complex includes over 25 km2 of
monumental architecture, domestic zones, relict fields, and abandoned canals dating from the Formative
period to the Spanish colonial era. Sustained archaeological analysis of well-preserved contexts has facilitated
analysis of macroscale sociocultural processes that unfolded across the central Andean region. Indeed, the
Jequetepeque Valley, the “Crossroads of Empire,” marks an important contact zone between the highlands
and the coast and between the northern and southern Moche regions, offering alternative perspectives on
dominant archaeological narratives. In this session, we focus on the Late Formative, Late Moche, Transitional
(Early Lambayeque), and Late Intermediate period components, examining ritual modes of place-making,
intergenerational memory, variable materializations of house and home, and differential enactments of kinship
and collectivity. By juxtaposing data from different time periods, we situate sociopolitical transition as an
agent-driven process and understand human efforts to build bridges across time, space, and species.

[31] Symposium -NEW AND EMERGING PERSPECTIVES ON THE BAJO EL LABERINTO
REGION OF THE MAYA LOWLANDS, PART |

The Bajo el Laberinto region of the Maya lowlands was an important locus of cultural development,
continuities, and transformations for over two millennia. Beginning around the time of the earliest sedentary
communities and extending through to the Postclassic period, the Maya of this region established and
developed communities along the margins of bajos (karst seasonal wetlands), transforming and managing
complex and diverse landscapes to meet the demands of urban populations. During the Preclassic (900 BCE-
200 CE), autonomous cities such as Yaxnohcah and Calakmul flourished in this sociospatial landscape.
However, by 450 CE, Calakmul emerged as the center of a network of economically integrated urban
settlements, ultimately becoming one of the largest cities in Mesoamerica and the most politically significant
and influential Maya city from 650 to 850 CE. Interdisciplinary investigations in this region have generated
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robust data relevant to understanding the distribution of settlement, land use and water management
strategies, and livelihood practices. More recently, new avenues of research have focused on continuities and
disruptions in urban landscapes and social, political, and economic dynamics. This two-part symposium
explores these themes, with contributors presenting findings and interpretations from new, ongoing, and
recently completed work in the Bajo el Laberinto region.

[32] General Session -MAYA MONUMENTS AND ARCHITECTURE

[33] General Session ‘ARTIFACT STUDIES AND SOCIAL ANALYSIS IN NORTH
AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY

[34] General Session -BIOARCHAEOLOGY AND MORTUARY ANALYSES IN
MESOAMERICA

[35] General Session -PALEOAMERICAN RESEARCH IN WESTERN NORTH AMERICA
[36] General Session :ENVIRONMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE AMERICAS

[37] General Session - ANDEAN MATERIALS AND MUSEUM RESEARCH

[38] General Session -PUBLIC-FACING ARCHAEOLOGY

[39] Forum -IN SEARCH OF SOLUTIONS: EXPLORING PATHWAYS TO REPATRIATION
FOR NAGPRA PRACTITIONERS (PART II)

(SPONSORED BY COMMITTEE ON MUSEUMS, COLLECTIONS, AND CURATION)

Now in its fourth decade, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) remains
one of the most important legislative acts shaping the discipline of archaeology today. To adequately discuss
the range of topics and provide examples and case studies incorporating shifting discourses of repatriation,
policies, and collections management concerning Ancestors and their belongings subject to NAGPRA, the
Committee on Museums, Collections, and Curation and the Curation Interest Group have arranged a five-
part series. This forum brings together practitioners from different agencies, as well as tribal collaborators, to
engage in dialogue concerning the need for NAGPRA policies enacted and carried out at different
institutional levels to ensure that the legislation is being followed in a true consultative, transparent, and
respectful manner. Moreover, we discuss the need for policies that go beyond NAGPRA legislation. This
includes, but is not limited to, policies concerning traditional care practices, curation and collection
management, and research access that are developed out of truly collaborative relationships between
archaeologist, museum and governmental agencies, and Indigenous communities, tribes, and nations.

[40] Forum -AIRLIE HOUSE REVISITED: ENVISIONING NEW DIRECTIONS FOR CRM
ARCHAEOLOGY

(SPONSORED BY SAA PRESIDENT)

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 set the course for archaeology in the United States. The SAA
and National Park Service’s 1977 report entitled “The Management of Archaeological Resources: The Airlie
House Report” brought cultural resource management to the fore and continues to influence it. However, as
we enter the third decade of the twenty-first century, archaeology is facing new challenges not foreseen in
the Airlie House Report. In recent years the profession has changed, guided by newer laws and regulations,
technological innovations, a curation crisis, and social issues such as climate change, environmental justice, the
rights of Indigenous and descendant communities, and Traditional Ecological Knowledge. These changes and
innovations are affecting how archaeology is practiced today. Further, necessary changes to professional
training and a projected shortfall in workforce capacity pose additional challenges. We have urgent work to
do to ensure that cultural resource management and the discipline writ large reflect and are responsive to
these changes. This forum seeks to discuss major topics affecting our profession in the coming decades, led
by facilitators in the Airlie House Revisited workshop to be held in May 2024.
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[41] Poster Session - ARCHAEOMETRY AND MATERIALS ANALYSIS PART I: NORTH
AMERICA

[42] Poster Session - ARCHAEOMETRY AND MATERIALS ANALYSIS PART II:
MESOAMERICA, SOUTH AMERICA, AND WORLDWIDE

[43] Poster Session ‘IT'S NOT ALL ANCIENT HISTORY: HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY
PART Il

[44] Poster Session ‘IT'S NOT ALL ANCIENT HISTORY: HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY
PART |

[45] Poster Session ‘BRIDGING GAPS: CONNECTING LEARNERS WITH
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES DURING COVID AND BEYOND

(SPONSORED BY TEACHING ARCHAEOLOGY INTEREST GROUP)

The coronavirus pandemic altered the state of education, outreach, and learning, resulting in a shift in
teaching from classrooms, museums, and other physical locations to remote and hybrid modalities. In the
wake of the pandemic, educators have bridged gaps created by limited face-to-face contact to reach out to
students, communities, and the public. This session presents the challenges, successes, and lessons learned in
archaeology education, as they pertain to teaching, collaboration, and outreach during COVID and moving
into the post-pandemic years.

[46] Poster Session -MAKING HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY MATTER: RETHINKING AN
ENGAGED ARCHAEOLOGY OF NINETEENTH- TO TWENTY-FIRST-CENTURY RURAL
COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN IRELAND AND SOUTHERN ITALY

This poster symposium brings together researchers from the Cultural Landscapes of the Irish Coast project
and the Bova Marina Archaeological Project, southern Italy, to facilitate a broader discussion and comparison
of rural communities in two different settings: the western Irish coast and southwestern Calabria of Italy.
Although many surface differences exist—chiefly climate and environment—deeper similarities may reveal
themselves when archaeologists embed themselves in local communities and seek to work with community
members to tell broad stories about life, sustenance, and continuity and change in local ways of life. How do
people in these communities relate to and manage their local tangible and intangible heritage practices? How
did people work together in largely self-sustaining ways to build livelihoods? How are these communities
affected by processes of globalization, modernization, and out-migration? This session aims to start a dialogue
between two groups of researchers in order to elucidate these and other questions related to rural coastal
livelihoods over the past two centuries.

[47] Poster Session - ARCHAEOLOGICAL FUTURES THROUGH A VIRTUAL PAST

This session illustrates the usefulness of 3D and immersive archaeological storytelling strategies for public
engagement, collaborative research, and experiential education. Archaeologists are increasingly relying on
Augmented Reality (AR), Virtual Reality (VR), 3D modeling, video game design, and photogrammetry to
preserve and dynamically visualize archaeological contexts, data, and narratives. Through diverse strategies of
sensorial engagement, inaccessible contexts and objects become globally available on personal devices or
public web-based experiences. This poster session provides innovative examples of the ways in which
archaeologists deploy virtual methods to create opportunities for accessible exploration and intimate
engagement with material culture and historical landscapes. Session participants will demonstrate the future
of archaeological methods through play and experimentation within virtual pasts.

[48] Poster Session ‘SMALL DWELLINGS ON THE VIKING FRONTIER: NEW RESEARCH
FROM KOTID, NORTH ICELAND

Excavations at Kotid in 2022 and 2023 have revealed a very small, Viking Age domestic dwelling that dates to
the initial settlement of Iceland in the late ninth century. Compared to known settlement farms, the site is
significantly smaller and lacks access to good farmland even though better land was unoccupied at the time.
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The site suggests an important social and ecological role for non-elite households in the Icelandic settlement
process and requires a new consideration of inequalities and complex relationships among early settler
households on the Norse frontier. This poster symposium presents data from multiple aspects of the
excavation, including geoarchaeology of the domestic floors and extramural spaces, material culture of
adornment items, zooarchaeology and paleoethnobotany, later reuse of the site as agricultural infrastructure,
and artistic visualization of the dwelling.

[49] Poster Session ‘POSTERS ON THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE SOUTHERN YUKON-
ALASKA BORDERLANDS

This session collects posters related to the archaeology of the Southern Yukon-Alaska Borderlands (SY-AB).
The SY-AB is here defined as the region north and south of the Alaska Highway and east and west of the
international border for about 100 km. It encompasses the highway corridor from the north end of Kluane
Lake, Yukon, to the Tanacross, Alaska, regions, with the Wellesley Basin/Yukon-Tanana uplands to the north
and the St. Elias—Wrangell Mountain range to the south. It includes Pleistocene southeast Beringia glaciations
and fauna, and sites of human occupation in the Allerad and Younger Dryas through the Holocene and
historic periods. The posters focus on detailed presentations of quantitative data such as collections of
radiocarbon dates and statistical summaries of artifact and fauna inventories, or any topic that is enhanced by
consideration of graphical representations. A related presentation symposium is also scheduled (Session ID:
5937).

[50] Poster Session ‘TWENTY YEARS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCIENCE AT THE FIELD
MUSEUM’S ELEMENTAL ANALYSIS FACILITY

Since 2004, the Elemental Analysis Facility at the Field Museum has conducted advanced research projects in
archaeological chemistry to study research on trade and exchange, examine craft production, and assess the
nature of archaeological materials. Housed in one of the world’s great natural history museums, the labs
promote research on museum collections but also on objects from collaborating institutions and researchers.
Applications from techniques including laser ablation—inductively coupled plasma—mass spectrometry and
portable X-ray fluorescence have been instrumental in this work. Collaborative projects have ranged from
explorations of glass bead production and exchange to sourcing earthenware ceramics and the development
of portable laser ablation systems. Dozens of publications and large databases have been built, the latter of
which provide for large-scale comparative analysis of exchange systems on continental scales. The posters
presented in this session fulfill the spirit of the EAF showcasing the results of some of its recent projects.

[51] General Session -ASIAN SUBSISTENCE AND FOODWAYS

[52] General Session - ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE AMERICAN SOUTHWEST
[53] General Session - COASTAL ANDEAN SOCIETIES

[54] General Session -AMAZONIAN SOUTH AMERICA

[55] General Session :ENVIRONMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN AFRICA

[56] Symposium -STATES, CONFEDERACIES, AND NATIONS: REENVISIONING EARLY
LARGE-SCALE COLLECTIVES

How did the world’s first large-scale collectives come into being? For much of our discipline’s history, the
answer was the state: a centralized, hierarchical, political organization with a ruler who directed a command-
and-control economy and held a monopoly on force. Scholars identified regions of pristine state formation
and then tried to fit their case studies into a unified evolutionary model of culture change. This vision of the
early state began to erode near the end of the twentieth century, as archaeological fieldwork revealed a
diversity of political organizations that could not be easily shoehorned into the field’s narrow expectations.
The last three decades has seen a recalibration in studies of early large scale-collectives, both of those long
deemed to qualify as states and others that did not. This session brings together perspectives from around
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the world on the constellation of practices, institutions, and ideologies that allowed for shared identities and
coordinated actions across broad collectives. Their work demonstrates that violence and hierarchies often
played pivotal roles, but so did gender complementarity, markets, kinship, and egalitarianism. A better
understanding of how large groups come together enables a richer understanding of our past and governance
alternatives for a better future.

[57] Symposium -SUBMERGED PALEOLANDSCAPE INVESTIGATIONS IN THE GULF OF
MEXICO

Changing sea levels have drastically changed the shape and amount of land available for habitation throughout
human history. Using modern marine technologies, portions of these formerly exposed landscapes can be
identified on or buried below the modern seafloor and data gathered to illustrate what life would have been
like in these areas. This session will include papers that present the basis for and results of recent exploration
along the northwestern Gulf of Mexico to map and illustrate these landscapes. These papers will summarize
the results of predictive modeling, geophysical survey, geotechnical testing, and geoarchaeological analyses
conducted offshore of the relict Sabine River Valley, on the Gulf of Mexico outer continental shelf. These
papers will also address challenges associated with presenting submerged paleolandscapes research to various
audiences and highlight opportunities to engage the next generation of explorers and archaeologists in this
research.

[58] Symposium ‘EXAMINING SPATIAL-TEMPORAL VARIATION IN THE LITHIC
TECHNOLOGY OF THE EARLY UPPER PALEOLITHIC

This session presents ongoing research into the lithic technology of the Swabian Aurignacian and invites
researchers working in other regions to contribute to a discussion on how best to characterize lithic
variability during the period roughly between 45 and 35 ka BP. Papers present case studies of lithic variability
at various spatial and temporal scales in an effort to identify both unifying and distinctive aspects of Eurasian
lithic traditions. In the Swabian case, the Upper Paleolithic begins suddenly following an occupational hiatus
around 42 ka BP with the Aurignacian assemblages from the caves of the Upper Danube region. After
decades of excavation and study, researchers are gaining a better understanding of lithic variability in this
region. Clearly, both neighboring and far off regions show radically different sequences than in the Swabian
case study. The archaeological record of the early Upper Paleolithic reflects distinctive processes of cultural
evolution and different cultural trajectories during the period of the last archaic hominins and the spread of
early modern humans into Eurasia. Following a comparative approach, we hope better to contextualize the
local signatures within a more general model for the beginnings of the Upper Paleolithic.

[59] Symposium -MISINFORMATION AND MISREPRESENTATION PART 2:
RECONSIDERING “HUMAN SACRIFICE,” RELIGION, SLAVERY, MODERNITY, AND
OTHER EUROPEAN-DERIVED CONCEPTS

This second part of the session, “Misinformation and Misrepresentation,” continues to examine how
European-derived analytical concepts that have gained academic legitimacy and given rise to particular
methods of understanding have fostered misleading claims, ideas, images, and narratives about ancient
Mesoamerica. The presentations reconsider and reevaluate concepts that have gained ground as valid sources
of insight into conditions, motivations, and representations in civilizations and societies of the past. Although
Mesoamerica figures importantly in this session, the discussion of the prevalent use of European-derived
analytical concepts and how usage impacts our understanding of ancient cultures is pertinent to all
archaeologists working in non-European contexts.

[60] General Session - ADVANCES IN ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATING AND CHRONOLOGY
BUILDING |

[61] General Session - ADVANCES IN GIS APPLICATIONS TO ARCHAEOLOGY

[62] General Session - TALES OF SEVERAL CITIES: ARCHAEOLOGIES OF URBANISM
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[63] Forum :CONTROLLED VOCABULARIES IN ARCHAEOLOGY

Do archaeologists need a controlled vocabulary? Controlled vocabularies are agreed, dynamic sets of single-
or multiple-word phrases used as key research terms. These exist for other disciplines, including psychology,
chemistry, and astronomy, with agreed sets of standardized keywords for journal articles. Existing
archaeological vocabularies are partial and fragmented, while simultaneously archaeological research grows.
More than 120,000 archaeological articles have been published since 1960, with the total number doubling
every 10 years. By 2030 metadata will exist for more than 200,000 published documents. And this is a severe
underestimate; no more than 30% of the literature is currently indexed in databases that are focused on
publications in English and major journals. More importantly, this does not include metadata on research
documents generated by CRM. A controlled vocabulary might ensure consistency of research descriptions
and could be a step toward the development of a metadata database for all published research. But it is not
without potential problems. We will discuss any aspects of the possible development or nature of a
controlled vocabulary for archaeology. We will also consider existing vocabulary projects in archaeology, and
potential issues or problems that might hinder the development and introduction of a controlled vocabulary.

[64] Forum -A PRACTITIONER’S GUIDE TO PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY: INTENTIONAL
PROGRAMMING FOR EFFECTIVE OUTREACH

(CO-SPONSORED BY PUBLIC EDUCATION COMMITTEE; PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY INTEREST GROUP)

Many archaeologists learn by trial and error while developing public programs and events and are mostly
unaware that others in the profession are undergoing similar challenges. Those who do public outreach are
required to become jacks-of-all-trades, often with little funding, capacity, or pedagogical training. When
planning an event, where do you begin? How do you improve your programming to make a stronger impact?
Simply put, we don’t know what we don’t know. Realizing that it has been over 20 years since archaeologists
created anything instructional about public outreach, a cohort of experienced archaeology educators came
together to share our knowledge and learn from each other’s strengths. We produced the forthcoming
book, “A Practitioner’s Guide to Public Archaeology: Intentional Programming for Effective Outreach,” to
assist others who create public programs with the process of planning, implementation, and assessment. In
this forum, several authors provide an overview and preview of the book, including how to create intentional
goals and outcomes; connect with your audience; identify resources, collaborators, and other logistical needs;
and understand your impact. We examine challenges and considerations for all ages, K—12, and specialized
community programming, and discuss the need for stronger communication among public archaeology
practitioners.

[65] Forum -ALTERNATIVE MODALITIES: MULTIMEDIA APPROACHES TO
ARCHAEOLOGICAL OUTREACH AND SCHOLARSHIP

Peer-reviewed journal articles and journal citation impact factors may dominate the concerns of more
traditional archaeological scholarship. These metrics do not take into consideration alternative modalities,
especially those that focus on outreach to members of the public—outreach that is part of our ethical
guidelines. Alternative modalities—comic books, podcasts, blogs, museum exhibitions, documentaries/TV
shows, TikTok videos, cosplay—have a broader reach than academic efforts. Yet, these alternative modalities
are not without their challenges. This forum will explore some of these challenges but also emphasize the
tremendous potential of alternative modalities for outreach and scholarship.

[66] Forum -NOT YOUR PARENTS’ ARCHAEOLOGY: RESULTS AND IMPLICATIONS OF
THE GAC’S 2023 SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
SURVEY

(SPONSORED BY SAA GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE)

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation
(Standards) were originally published in 1983 and have guided the trajectory of the cultural resource
management (CRM) industry in the United States over the past 40 years. The US Department of the Interior
(DOI) announced they are currently reviewing the Standards for revisions to the Professional Qualifications
Standards. The SAA Government Affairs Committee (GAC) plans to use this opportunity to advocate to
DOl for the accurate addressing of the archaeological community’s concerns and contemporary practices in
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the DOI’s revisions. To ensure the GAC'’s advocacy efforts reflect the interests of US archaeologists, from
August 9, 2023, to September 9, 2023, the GAC polled practicing archaeologists to determine the utility of
the current Standards and how the Standards can be updated to better account for today’s and tomorrow’s
CRM industry. The answers provided by over 1,050 professional archaeologists (both members and
nonmembers of the SAA) will be used to guide the GAC’s advocacy efforts. This forum’s panelists will
present the results of the survey, explain what they see in the results, and what the results mean for the
future of archaeological practice in the United States.

[67] Poster Session -HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS WITH THEIR ENVIRONMENT AND
CLIMATE

[68] Poster Session -BIOARCHAEOLOGY AND MORTUARY ANALYSIS PART I: ASIA AND
EUROPE

[69] Poster Session ‘BIOARCHAEOLOGY AND MORTUARY ANALYSIS PART Il: NORTH
AMERICA AND MESOAMERICA

[70] Poster Session ‘BIOARCHAEOLOGY AND MORTUARY ANALYSIS PART Ill: SOUTH
AMERICA AND WORLDWIDE

[71] Poster Session ‘PUTTING ARCHAEOLOGY TO WORK: EXPANDING CLIMATE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES WITH THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD

Interdisciplinary applications in environmental archaeology commonly use environmental records such as sea-
level indicators, geochemistry, and geomorphological studies to interpret the human record. However,
environmental studies rarely consider the archaeological record when modeling paleoclimate or
reconstructing environmental histories. Yet, the archaeological record is rich with unique datasets that
provide useful indicators of rates and magnitudes of environmental change. This poster session provides
examples of the contributions of the archaeological record to larger questions of the environmental past and
to modeling the environmental future, especially related to climate change impacts. Archaeological evidence
sharpens the understanding of environmental response through scaled geographic and temporal studies of
human migration events, settlement pattern shifts, site abandonment, and social reorientation. Archaeologists
who can communicate this knowledge base in multidisciplinary contexts have the potential to shift the
discussion so that cultural heritage becomes central to the scientific enterprise.

[72] Poster Session ‘IN SEARCH OF SOLUTIONS: EXPLORING PATHWAYS TO
REPATRIATION FOR NAGPRA PRACTITIONERS (PART IV): NAGPRA IN POLICY,
PROTOCOL, AND PRACTICE

(SPONSORED BY CURATION INTEREST GROUP)

Now in its fourth decade, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) remains
one of the most important legislative acts shaping the discipline of archaeology today. To adequately discuss
the range of topics and provide examples and case studies incorporating shifting discourses of repatriation,
policies, and collections management concerning Ancestors and objects subject to NAGPRA, the Committee
on Museums, Collections, and Curation and the Curation Interest Group have arranged a five-part series.
NAGPRA impacts every sector of archaeological practice in the United States. Federal agencies and
“museums,” including state and local government agencies, universities, private institutions, and even cultural
resource management firms, may be required to comply with the law by reporting, inviting consultation, and
repatriating eligible collections. Federally recognized Indian Tribes must also follow specific procedures to
regain their Ancestral remains and belongings. Many Tribes and institutions have developed NAGPRA policies
to guide compliance, while a growing number of professional communities debate best practices for
exceeding federal requirements. Yet numerous Tribes and institutions remain new to NAGPRA, and
archaeological curricula frequently lack explicit training. This symposium circulates the latest policies,
protocols, and practices that facilitate compliance alongside updates from the professional communities
moving the field forward.
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[73] Symposium ‘IN SEARCH OF SOLUTIONS: EXPLORING PATHWAYS TO
REPATRIATION FOR NAGPRA PRACTITIONERS (PART III)

(SPONSORED BY CURATION INTEREST GROUP)

Now in its fourth decade, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) remains
one of the most important legislative acts shaping the discipline of archaeology today. To adequately discuss
the range of topics and provide examples and case studies incorporating shifting discourses of repatriation,
policies, and collections management concerning Ancestors and objects subject to NAGPRA, the Committee
on Museums, Collections, and Curation and the Curation Interest group have arranged a five-part series. This
session discusses the long path to repatriation and the evolving needs of care for Ancestors and objects that
fall under NAGPRA. While Western ideas about curation and acceptable archival practices may be partially
adequate, it is necessary to incorporate Indigenous voices and decision-making into the everyday choices that
are made regarding their cultural heritage. This is particularly relevant as proposed regulation changes to
NAGPRA include language regarding an institution’s duty of care to ancestral remains and cultural items. This
session brings together a diverse array of voices to discuss how to respectfully curate this sensitive cultural
heritage.

[74] Lightning Round ‘MULTISCALAR APPROACHES TO RECONSTRUCTING
STRATEGIES OF CEREMONIAL INCLUSION THROUGH THE ACCESSIBILITY OF
ARCHITECTURE IN THE MAYA LOWLANDS

Classic Maya (AD 300-900) architecture echoes the political and cultural decision-making of the social actors
who commissioned these spaces. Specifically, the degrees of accessibility encoded within architectural layouts
offer an avenue to examine the intentions of their sponsors. This lightning round focuses on variability in the
accessibility of architecture from the Maya Lowlands at the inter- and intra-polity levels. We calculate an
accessibility index, which uses the sum of architectural entryways (m) divided by the area of the site (m2),
wherein higher index values represent greater accessibility. To assess the degree to which additional factors
impacted architectural accessibility, we compare the accessibility index with variables such as the
architectural volume of a site (m3), number of surrounding commoner house groups, size of the plazas,
elevation, and nearby slope gradient. Comparisons of accessibility between sites at the apical and
intermediate elite levels provide novel perspectives on the hierarchical use of plaza space, social control,
privacy, and the diverse ritual activities that occurred in these spaces. Results of these analyses are presented
from archaeological projects with comparable datasets across the Maya region, demonstrating the
applicability of these methods and amplifying our understanding of human sociospatial organization across the
different landscapes.

[75] Symposium 13,000 YEARS OF ADAPTATION IN THE SONORAN DESERT AT LA
PLAYA, SONORA

The La Playa archaeological site of northwest Sonora, Mexico, presents a well-preserved record of human
land use from the Pleistocene to the historic period. The Early Agricultural period San Pedro and Cienega
(1200 BCE-150 CE) phases are particularly well represented by burial, canal, and roasting pit features. These
and other features have been the target of over two decades of research by transnational teams from the
United States and Mexico. This session presents a cultural-historical account of the longue durée of human
occupation at La Playa and the varied adaptations represented in the archaeological record. Issues of broad
theoretical significance include human responses to climate change from the Pleistocene to Late Holocene,
the emergence of sedentism and farming, the development of ritual and religious systems, the prevalence of
violence, technological change, mobility and migration, and the formation of regional identities.

[76] Symposium ‘BRIDGING TIME, SPACE, AND SPECIES: OVER 20 YEARS OF
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSIGHTS FROM THE CANONCILLO COMPLEX, JEQUETEPEQUE
VALLEY, PERU, PART 2

Long-term research in the Canoncillo Archaeological Complex on the North Coast Peru, conducted by an
international, collaborative team of archaeologists, has offered important insights into changing social
organization, political structures, and ritual practices over the last 2,000 years in the ancient central Andes.
Situated on the southern margin of the Jequetepeque Valley, the complex includes over 25 km2 of
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monumental architecture, domestic zones, relict fields, and abandoned canals dating from the Formative
period to the Spanish colonial era. Sustained archaeological analysis of well-preserved contexts has facilitated
analysis of macroscale sociocultural processes that unfolded across the central Andean region. Indeed, the
Jequetepeque Valley, the “Crossroads of Empire,” marks an important contact zone between the highlands
and the coast and between the northern and southern Moche regions, offering alternative perspectives on
dominant archaeological narratives. In this session, we focus on the Late Formative, Late Moche, Transitional
(Early Lambayeque), and Late Intermediate period components, examining ritual modes of place-making,
intergenerational memory, variable materializations of house and home, and differential enactments of kinship
and collectivity. By juxtaposing data from different time periods, we situate sociopolitical transition as an
agent-driven process and understand human efforts to build bridges across time, space, and species.

[77] Symposium -CURRENT PERSPECTIVES ON HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY
ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE SOUTHERN CONE

A growing body of research in historical and contemporary archaeologies in southern South America has
developed over the last decades. Novel issues are being discussed within different theoretical frameworks
and methodological approaches. This symposium aims to integrate current trends in studies while articulating
future lines of research. In general terms, the expansion of historical archaeology in South America has
followed a path similar to that in the Global North, although with a more recent development. At first, an
important part of the work focused particularly on the corroboration of data recorded in historical
documents through the work on ruins, forts, and urban centers. Over time, these studies incorporated new
frameworks and broader scales of analysis. Historical archaeology of the southern cone now includes the
study of the expansion of capitalism, the processes of change, resistance and/or resilience in contact
situations, ideology and power, gender and racism studies, the rural occupation of ranches and missions, and
life in cities, among others. Current case studies illustrate the diversity involved in this knowledge area,
exemplifying archaeology’s crucial role in the study of social processes close to the present.

[78] Symposium ‘NEW AND EMERGING PERSPECTIVES ON THE BAJO EL LABERINTO
REGION OF THE MAYA LOWLANDS, PART 2

The Bajo el Laberinto region of the Maya lowlands was an important locus of cultural development,
continuities, and transformations for over two millennia. Beginning around the time of the earliest sedentary
communities and extending through to the Postclassic period, the Maya of this region established and
developed communities along the margins of bajos (karst seasonal wetlands), transforming and managing
complex and diverse landscapes to meet the demands of urban populations. During the Preclassic (900 BCE-
200 CE), autonomous cities such as Yaxnohcah and Calakmul flourished in this sociospatial landscape.
However, by 450 CE, Calakmul emerged as the center of a network of economically integrated urban
settlements, ultimately becoming one of the largest cities in Mesoamerica and the most politically significant
and influential Maya city from 650 to 850 CE. Interdisciplinary investigations in this region have generated
robust data relevant to understanding the distribution of settlement, land use and water management
strategies, and livelihood practices. More recently, new avenues of research have focused on continuities and
disruptions in urban landscapes and social, political, and economic dynamics. This two-part symposium
explores these themes, with contributors presenting findings and interpretations from new, ongoing, and
recently completed work in the Bajo el Laberinto region.

[79] Symposium :-SACRIFICIAL AND AUTOSACRIFICE INSTRUMENTS IN
MESOAMERICA: SYMBOLISM AND TECHNOLOGY

In Mesoamerican cultures, blood was procured through sacrifice and autosacrifice with the intention of
ensuring the acts of creation and feeding supernatural beings in exchange for their favors. The analysis of this
deeply rooted phenomenon, widely spread throughout the region and across different time periods, has
offered insight into several aspects of Indigenous cosmovision in Mesoamerica. Thanks to spectacular artistic
representations by the Indigenous peoples, the ethnohistoric records left by European chroniclers, and the
rigorous studies of the archaeological record, as well as ethnographic research in present-day Indigenous
communities, fundamental evidence has been gathered to reconstruct the purposes, protagonists, spaces,
techniques, and instruments involved in the practice of sacrifice and self-sacrifice. Despite the considerable
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amount of existing literature on the subject, continued investigation of these rituals is critical to our
understanding of these cultures. This session focuses on a meticulous exploration of some implements that
facilitated blood extraction: maguey spines, bone awls, flint knives, and obsidian blades, among others.
Archaeologists, historians, ethnohistorians, bioanthropologists, and cultural anthropologists will use various
approaches and methodologies to discuss the function, symbolism, iconography, and technology of these
implements.

[80] Symposium -LIFE AND DEATH IN MEDIEVAL CENTRAL EUROPE

The term “Central Europe” is a modern idea that has been adopted mainly out of convenience for historians.
Most historians and archaeologists consider the region to include the modern-day nations of Poland, Czechia,
Slovakia, and Hungary. To a lesser extent, the region also includes parts of Austria, Germany, and Romania.
The general archaeological and historical records for Central Europe are overshadowed by the neighboring
Western and Southern European regions. Part of this can be attributed to a long-term historical perspective
during the twentieth century of the region being politically and economically “backward,” with an economy
mainly centered around agriculture and extraction of raw materials. Despite these biases and the relative lack
of data for the region during the Medieval period (eighth to fifteenth century), particularly regarding the lives
of people in general, there remains sufficient information to suggest a high level of sociocultural complexity
throughout the region. In this session we will combine studies across a wide spectrum of topics within
bioarchaeology and mortuary archaeology, with a focus on providing representation of life and death in
Medieval Central Europe, including mortuary patterns and concepts of death, mortality, health and nutrition,
labor and physical activity, migration and mobility, and childhood.

[81] Symposium ‘AFTER THE FELINE CULT: SOCIAL DYNAMICS AND CULTURAL
REINVENTION AFTER CHAVIN

What happens in the north highlands of Peru after Chavin? The current record indicates major cultural
transformations, which manifested in many regions and scales. The most prominent developments are
associated with major population centers and complexes, yet there has been scant explicit comparison. The
orthodox account involves the proliferation of large demographic centers associated with strategic hilltops at
the expense of ceremonial centers. Parallel to this is the move away from priestly elites to more secular
leaders, more typical of lineage and village heads (kurakas), often “chiefly” leaders who emerge to manage
aspects of production (e.g., surplus, herding, warfare, irrigation). But is this right? To what extent do we see
variability across the north highlands and adjacent regions? How good is the analogy to historical forms? This
session explores post-Chavin “centers” and cultures, taking stock of changing patterns of exchange, stylistic
interaction, and pathways to authority. Contributors explore, among other things, the kinds of social
interactions encouraged through centers, and perhaps just as important, silenced by them; the ways centers
embody, symbolize, and condition people; foci of social life and cosmopolitics in the rise of native leadership
and corporate living; Chavin material legacies; and processes of sacralization and de-sacralization.

[82] Symposium -*SE THE STATE OF THEORY IN SOUTHEASTERN ARCHAEOLOGY

The US Southeast is known for its robust methodology and interpretation of sites (Paleo-Indigenous through
the twentieth century) generated in part from the diversity of work conducted by the Works Progress
Administration. Yet, it is less known for its creation of theory. Southeastern archaeology focused on applying
concepts of culture history and modeling human behavior while adapting theories from other regions (e.g.,
processual, postprocessual, agency, political economy). This session examines the current state of theory in
the Southeast across all time periods and includes economic, political, and social understandings of human
culture grounded in methodology with applications cross-culturally. In addition, participants reflect on how
the interpretation of archaeological data from the Southeast impacts contemporary social issues like climate
change, social justice, and the production of knowledge. The goal of this session is to recognize the diversity
of theoretical approaches being developed in the region and to examine the value Southeast archaeology
brings to understanding how persons engage with social, environmental, and political change over time.
Participants will engage with different time periods, subregions, and methodologies to demonstrate the
contributions of the Southeast to archaeological and anthropological theory.
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[83] Symposium -ADVENTURES IN BEEKEEPING: RECENT STUDIES IN ECOLOGY,
ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY, AND ETHNOGRAPHY IN YUCATAN

Beekeeping in Yucatan is a prime example of how the entangled ecologies among bees, humans, and plants
were transformed over the last 2,500 years to create a shared heritage and vibrant array of communities of
cultural practice. The stingless Melipona bees native to Mesoamerica supplied honey and wax to markets and
consumers throughout the Mesoamerican world. After the Spanish invasion, the introduction of new plants,
domesticates, and bee species from Europe, Africa, and Asia fomented new ecologies, social networks,
commodity chains, and shifts in cultural practices. Beekeepers confronted a wide range of global technological
and political-economic changes that shaped the historical contingencies of the last 500 years. The
reproduction of traditional ecological knowledge, agroforestry, and environmental management needed to
sustain beekeeping is currently at the forefront of grassroots conservation efforts to stop deforestation and
the use of the herbicide glyphosate on the Yucatan peninsula. Participants offer new studies and insights
about variation in multispecies ecologies, sustainability initiatives, iconography, the production, distribution,
and consumption of honey, wax, and other bee products in the past and the present.

[84] Symposium -COLLABORATIVE ARCHAEOLOGY AT PICURIS PUEBLO: THE NEW
HISTORY

At the onset of Spanish colonialism, Picuris Pueblo was one of the largest settlements in the Rio Grande
Valley of New Mexico, serving as a key point of articulation in a regional economy that brought together the
people and resources of the southern Plains, Rocky Mountains, and Pueblo region. After playing a leading role
in the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, however, the resident population at Picuris declined precipitously, the
combined effect of ongoing colonial violence, epidemics, and voluntary out-migration. Today, a resilient tribal
community of roughly 300 enrolled members is seeking to extend traditional Indigenous knowledge of their
ancestry using archaeological research. This session summarizes the findings of the first five years of the
Picuris collaborative archaeology project, bringing together tribal members and outside researchers.
Collectively, the research is transforming our understanding of the depth, scale, complexity, and regional
connections of Ancestral Tiwa history in the northern Rio Grande region.

[85] Symposium -BREAKING THE MOLD: A CONSIDERATION OF THE IMPACTS AND
LEGACIES OF RICHARD W. REDDING

Richard Redding’s scholarship, leadership, and teaching has left profound and lasting impacts on generations
of scholars. This session strives to honor his intellectual impact and scientific legacies, particularly on those
studying human-animal interactions in the Near East, Europe, and Africa. Scholars working in diverse areas
and periods owe a debt of gratitude to his intellectual curiosity and creativity. Papers in this session highlight
the foundational contributions of Richard’s work, the creativity with which he combined his background in
biology and ecology with his intricate knowledge of archaeology, and his ability to link the archaeological
record and modern-day pastoral strategies.

[86] Symposium ‘THE ELEMENTAL ANALYSIS FACILITY AT THE FIELD MUSEUM:
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS SERVING THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL COMMUNITY

In 2004, the Field Museum (FM) established the Elemental Analysis Facility (EAF), dedicated to studying
ancient materials to advance the research on trade and exchange of archaeologists working at this institution
and to collaborate with scholars around the country and beyond. The EAF housed minimally destructive and
completely non-destructive analytical techniques, including laser ablation—inductively coupled plasma—mass
spectrometry (LA-ICP-MS) and portable X-ray fluorescence (XRF). These instruments are used to investigate
FM objects and other artifacts that are part of research conducted by a variety of collaborating institutions.
Several avenues of research have been developed over the years, including the circulation of obsidian in
Mesoamerica and South America, the provenance of various stones of cultural importance, the exchange of
ceramics in Peru, and the trade of glass beads in different parts of the world. During the life of the EAF, large
databases have been built, offering comparative data that could be used to address complex questions related
to ancient societies. The presentations in this session will present different projects conducted with the help
of the EAF.
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[87] Symposium ‘CULTIVATING FOOD, LAND, AND COMMUNITIES

Ancestral foods and landscapes are vital to the autonomy, identity, health, and well-being of Indigenous
peoples, yet climate change is profoundly impacting their distribution and availability, and access to resources
and knowledge about their nutrition, safety, and conservation is an immediate challenge. With a lineup of
diverse voices, subjects, and perspectives, this symposium centers on the historical ecology and persistence
of Indigenous food systems and landscapes. Studies push applied, temporal, and theoretical frontiers in the
archaeology of food consumption, medicines, and human health and expand understanding of varied
procurement and logistical strategies, processing and storage traditions, and environmental collective action
in antiquity and modernity. We reflect on questions including, How might archaeological and historical data
intersect with and speak to Tribal and local community needs and modern conservation issues? What are the
challenges and potentials of research designed to support—directly or indirectly—programs focused on
healthy communities and ecologies? By embracing multivocal, collaborative research and braiding Indigenous
wisdom with Western science, we collectively aim to not only advance archaeological understandings but
also contribute to the sustenance, resilience, decision-making autonomy, and well-being of Indigenous
communities and their precious ecological heritage in the face of pressing conservation and climate change
concerns.

[88] Symposium -COLLABORATIVE ARCHAEOLOGY: HOW NATIVE AMERICAN
KNOWLEDGE ENHANCES OUR COLLECTIVE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PAST

Within the last several decades, Native communities in the United States have increasingly taken on the
management of their own cultural resources, including the establishment of Tribal Historic Preservation
Offices. Furthermore, federal agencies now require archaeologists to consult with Native Americans, and
legislation has also altered how research institutions interact with tribal communities. These developments
have increased connections among cultural resource managers and Native people, which in turn has led to
greater incorporation of traditional knowledge into narratives regarding the past. At the same time, a
dichotomy remains between prehistory and history, with some archaeologists still maintaining that certain
prehistoric cultures such as the “Hohokam” no longer existed after prehistory. Not only are separate terms
still applied to prehistoric and historic societies, largely different researchers investigate them, with
archaeologists considering the former and historians the latter. Bridging the remaining gaps in our
understanding requires continued integration of archaeological, historical, and traditional Native knowledge.
This symposium presents recent contributions to this process, including research by a tribal cultural resource
management department, as well as positive outcomes of the Native American consultation process.

[89] Symposium :STOREROOM TAPHONOMIES: SITE FORMATION IN THE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL ARCHIVE

Traditionally, archaeology and bioarchaeology have been defined by excavation. Increasingly archaeologists
are setting their “sites” on the storeroom and the archive. Engaging with collections, legacy data, accession
forms, and excavation reports aligns with sustainability, open and slow science movements, and decolonial
aims. Many also interrogate and respond to the colonial and imperialist histories of collections. Although
collections-oriented studies are gaining visibility, few have fully engaged with the notion of curatorial
institutions—museums, government repositories, nonprofit agencies, universities, private collections, and
databases—as archaeological sites themselves. Yet, collections and archives are not neutral spaces. All have
social and material histories shaped by entanglements with other objects, people, politics, events, and
nonhuman actors. In turn, these histories shape the questions we ask and the conclusions we draw from
them. The storeroom, archive, and database exhibit site formation processes—taphonomies—that also
require excavation. Session papers investigate these “storeroom taphonomies.” What new questions or
insights emerge when we turn our attention to the materialities of storage facilities and archives? We
welcome discussions related to the various institutional settings where these processes occur and
consideration of a range of artifacts and materials, such as, but not limited to, paper, bone, and organics
alongside glass, metals, and ceramics.
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[90] Symposium - THE ROLLOUT KEEPERS: PAPERS ON MAYA CERAMIC TEXTS,
SCENES, AND STYLES IN HONOR OF JUSTIN AND BARBARA KERR

(SPONSORED BY DUMBARTON OAKS)

The work of Justin and Barbara Kerr has significantly advanced our understanding of ancient Maya ceramics.
With his development of a special roll-out camera, Justin Kerr was able to create single photographs of the
scenes decorating the surface of cylindrical vases. Using this technique, the Kerrs built a substantial image
corpus of vessels from public and private collections and made these widely available to the scholarly
community—first in print, with the “Maya Vase Book,” and later with the creation of the searchable online
database Mayavase.com. In 2013, the Kerrs donated their photographic collection of over 60,000 images of
Mesoamerican ceramics and artifacts to Dumbarton Oaks. As stewards of this material, we are working to
provide new high-resolution scans and catalogue them according to the latest iconographic and epigraphic
standards. Using images from the Kerr corpus as well as other comparative material, the papers in this
session will examine how ceramic styles, iconographic themes, and hieroglyphic texts interrelate and what
this may tell us about Classic period political, economic, or cultural developments. We hope that the Kerr
Archive can continue to be a catalyst for cutting-edge research on text and image in Maya ceramic art.

[91] Symposium ‘NEW WORK IN MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY, PART 2: CROSSING
BOUNDARIES, MATERIALITIES, AND IDENTITIES

In this second of two sessions presenting new work in medieval archaeology, papers focus on questions
centered on identity, materiality, and interdisciplinarity, as well as new methods and theoretical frameworks
being developed to investigate these issues from Late Antiquity to the late Middle Ages across Europe.

[92] General Session - TAKING A DEEP DIVE: NEW RESEARCH IN UNDERWATER
ARCHAEOLOGY

[93] General Session ‘PALEOLITHIC SITES AND LITHIC TECHNOLOGIES

[94] General Session - ADVANCES IN ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATING AND CHRONOLOGY
BUILDING 1I

[95] General Session - AFRICAN URBANISM AND HERITAGE
[96] General Session -REGIONAL AND COMPARATIVE ARCHAEOLOGY

[97] Forum -IN SEARCH OF SOLUTIONS: EXPLORING PATHWAYS TO REPATRIATION
FOR NAGPRA PRACTITIONERS (PART V)

(SPONSORED BY CURATION INTEREST GROUP)

Now in its fourth decade, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) remains
one of the most important legislative acts shaping the discipline of archaeology today. To adequately discuss
the range of topics and provide examples and case studies incorporating shifting discourses of repatriation,
policies, and collections management concerning Ancestors and objects subject to NAGPRA, the Committee
on Museums, Collections, and Curation and the Curation Interest Group have arranged a five-part series.
This forum seeks to engage in open dialogue on current but also ongoing issues with NAGPRA. These
include the upcoming changes to NAGPRA regulations, Indigenous decision-making during NAGPRA
implementation, NAGPRA policy implementation, practices beyond compliance, repatriation delays,
Indigenous led curation care, among the other issues discussed in Parts I-Il.

[98] Poster Session ‘ETHICS, EDUCATION, AND PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY PART II: THE
WORLD AT LARGE

[99] Poster Session ‘ETHNOHISTORY AND ETHNOARCHAEOLOGY
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[100] Poster Session -ETHICS, EDUCATION, AND PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY PART I:
MUSEUMS AND THE CLASSROOM

[101] Poster Session -IMPROVING AND DECOLONIZING PRECONTACT LEGACY
COLLECTIONS WITH FIELDWORK: MAKING SENSE OF HARVARD'’S TURPIN SITE
EXPEDITION (OHIO)

In the formative years of professional archaeology in the United States, Harvard’s Peabody Museum of
Archaeology and Ethnology (PMAE) conducted many archaeology expeditions throughout the world, not
least of which were those among Ohio’s “mound builders.” In Ohio, these were most often hasty and sloppy
undertakings occurring in the wake of forced removals and land grabs in the Old Northwest Territory. The
Turpin site is one such case where several acres were “excavated” over a few months in one winter season
by four local laborers and a medical doctor under the direction of Frederic Ward Putnam, one of the first
PMAE directors and “father” of American archaeology. Instead of only lamenting the dramatic loss and
inadequacy of the PMAE collection, this session compares work | have led at the site over last several years
that has focused on a systematic effort to remedy these shortcomings through additional fieldwork and one
that seeks to be collaborative with tribal descendants and local communities.

[102] Poster Session - TRAINING A NEW GENERATION OF HERITAGE PROFESSIONALS
IN THE VALLEY OF THE SUN: THE ASU FIELD SCHOOL AT S’EDAYV VA’AKI

In spring 2023, Arizona State University held a new archaeological field school program, designed in
collaboration with the City of Phoenix Archaeologist’s Office, focused on a portion of S’edav Va’aki (formerly
known as Pueblo Grande). The City of Phoenix archaeologist approached ASU in 2021 with a proposal to
develop a field school that would help the city create a management plan for a parcel of land within the
boundaries of S’edav Va’aki. This session presents the results of our collaboration, as well as critical
assessments of the lessons learned from the process for both the university and the city, including challenges,
successes, and ways that future such activities could be improved. These lessons are not only relevant to
course participants but also archaeology instructors beyond ASU looking to develop more easily accessible
field training opportunities and governmental employees hoping to establish partnerships with colleges and
universities that can serve to train the next generation of heritage professionals.

[103] Poster Session - ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE VIRGIN BRANCH PUEBLOAN REGION
Inhabiting the far western edge of the Puebloan world, the Virgin Branch people have been subjected to far
less research than those of most other Southwest archaeological cultures. Recent academic and contract
projects in the region, however, are beginning to illuminate previously underexplored aspects of Virgin
Branch lifeways. This poster session brings together archaeologists working in the Virgin Branch region to
explore new findings from this culture area.

[104] Poster Session -*SE THE NEW NORMAL: APPROACHES TO STUDYING,
DOCUMENTING, AND MITIGATING CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS TO
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

While public debate continues unabated regarding human-induced climate change, archaeologists have long
since accepted this reality and have managed impacts to our collective cultural patrimony through a variety of
research and mitigation strategies. In the past decade the numbers of students and scholars whose work
focuses on climate change impacts to cultural resources has only increased; as the impacts of climate change
become more prominent and intense, the need for additional scholarship and coordinated, collaborative
action has become more apparent. Posters herein highlight the work of students and scholars who are
leading a new wave of climate change research and pioneering novel approaches to studying and mitigating
the effects of an intensifying climate on the material record of humanity.

[105] Poster Session ‘FULFILLING A NATION’S PROMISE: THE SEARCH, RECOVERY,
AND ACCOUNTING EFFORTS OF DPAA AND ITS PARTNERS

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency’s (DPAA) mission is to provide the fullest possible accounting
for missing personnel from past conflicts to their families and the nation. The search for these 80,000+
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servicemen and servicewomen is an enormous task that requires innovation, adaptation, and teamwork. Since
2016, a growing number of universities, CRM companies, and other nongovernmental organizations around
the world have joined the DPAA team in the ongoing search, recovery, and accounting effort. This poster
symposium highlights the range of technological innovations, archaeological approaches, and expert
collaborations DPAA and its partner organizations around the globe leverage during archaeological field work
as they search for, attempt to recover, and account for missing US service members from World War I, the
Vietnam War, and other conflicts. Applying these innovations, adaptations, and collaborations, DPAA is able
to increase its capacity, sharpen its methods, and strengthen its relationships, all of which contribute to the
ongoing success of the mission.

[106] Poster Session ‘:LOOKING TO THE WEST: NEW INSIGHTS INTO POSTCLASSIC
ARCHAEOLOGY IN MICHOACAN

The Postclassic period in western Mexico is an exciting time. It is a time when both people and objects
moved and transformed, forging very particular characteristics to the area, finally leading to the creation of
the Tarascan empire. This poster session aims to present new ideas that have been developed in recent years
on the archaeology of Michoacan during the Postclassic period, in terms of genetics, rock art, burial customs,
and the presence of multiple archaeological objects.

[107] Poster Session -:GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES ON HUMAN POPULATION DYNAMICS,
INNOVATION, AND ECOSYSTEM CHANGE

A revolution in archaeological research now reveals that human populations often grew exponentially for
long periods of time over the last 20,000 years, disrupted by periods of recession. This deep history of long-
term population expansion and recession requires an explanation. In this symposium, we bring together
scholars investigating feedbacks between human population, social and technological innovations, and
ecosystems. The goals of the symposium are to explore what mechanisms drove exponential-like growth
among many archaeological regions over thousands of years and to explain why some regions display more
violent cycles of expansion and recession (sometimes called boom-busts) than other regions. To explore
these questions, our posters bring together a collection of case studies, comparative studies, and formal
models. The formal models will provide a foundation to critically evaluate the mechanistic relationships
between innovation, constraints on innovation, and population dynamics across multiple types of ecosystems.
The case studies and comparative studies will develop methods for integrating times-series of multiple types
of data to document and test for causal relationships between population, social and technological innovation,
and ecosystem change.

[108] Poster Session -RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK BY CHRONICLE HERITAGE
Cultural resource management is the primary employer of archaeologists in the United States and has seen
an increase in the number and scale of projects conducted in the past several years. This poster session
presents examples of recent work by Chronicle Heritage staff in Arizona, New Mexico, Oregon, California,
and Florida, including survey, excavation, artifact analyses, ethnography, and broader considerations of ethical
issues in archaeology. These posters demonstrate the scope of work being conducted by CRM archaeologists
and its research potential.

[109] Symposium -AND THEY LOOK INTO THE MIRROR FOR ANSWERS: MIRROR
ANALYSIS TO UNDERSTAND ITS HOLDER

No matter what material they were made of, stone, metal, or crystal, or if it was cheap or expensive (gold,
silver, copper, bronze, obsidian, or pyrite), mirrors are one of the most fascinating artifacts made by artisans
in the past. The users of these items were normally high-class members of society (political figures, high
military members, merchants, holy men, or priests), and due to their complex manufacture, they were not
easy or cheap to get their hands on them. Mirrors were considered a high-status item and used as a
commodity for commerecial, ceremonial, and even political performances. Mirror studies have gained a lot of
attention lately in order to understand how they were made, who used them, how they used them, and/or
what they mean for holders. In this symposium, we will present the results of those analyses.
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[110] Symposium -HYDRO-ECOLOGICAL SYSTEM OF THE MAYA IN PETEN,
GUATEMALA

Because water is necessary for human life and for agriculture, water management was critical for the survival
of past societies and is a significant issue for the archaeology of climate change and sustainability. How were
water sources controlled/not controlled? How did people utilize and maintain water sources! How was
water involved in ecological, ideological, and symbolic systems? How was water related to ecological,
ideological, and symbolic systems? In the Petén lakes region, Guatemala, freshwater ecosystems served as
nurseries for many animals and fishes for the Maya around the region. In this session, we consider water
management strategies and techniques in archaeological sites in Petén. Session participants discuss a wide
range of water management practices, including water uses of lacustrine resources. By understanding the
ways in which the Maya communities managed their water in the region, we might be able to solve present-
day problems.

[111] Symposium -EMERGING VOICES IN MOGOLLON ARCHAEOLOGY

The Mogollon subregion of the US Southwest / Mexican Northwest is situated in Southwest archaeological
history as the least understood of the “Big Three” regional cultural traditions that were established while
culture history was the dominant paradigm in American archaeology. This is partially credited to the
Mogollon exhibiting less grandeur than its sister region to the north (Ancestral Puebloan) and less cultural
resource management work conducted there compared to its sister region in the west (Hohokam), resulting
in the Mogollon being further situated from the public and archaeological eye. The Mogollon region is
arguably one of the most diverse of the three subregions, spanning from the southern edge of the Colorado
Plateau to north-central Mexico, encompassing a broad range of environments and site types. Further
research into the Mogollon across time would contribute to a better overall understanding of Southwest
archaeology. This session seeks to expand on well-established scholarship in the Mogollon area by adding
work from rising scholars using diverse methodologies to that of the established (and changing) narratives of
the region. We hope that this symposium will encourage the further renewal of research and collaboration
within the Mogollon area.

[112] General Session ‘ROCK ART STUDIES
[113] General Session - THE MEDITERRANEAN DIETS
[114] General Session -MATERIALS ANALYSIS IN MESOAMERICA

[115] Symposium -ARCHAEOLOGIES OF MOTHERHOOD

Since Conkey and Spector’s groundbreaking work on feminist archaeology, the field has significantly
expanded its scope to encompass gender archaeology, queer archaeology, and archaeology of children,
women, and indigeneity. While archaeology of motherhood has been discussed and examined, it has largely
remained “in the shadow” of other significant topics. This session aims to understand how mothers have
healed the maternal body; what practical (magical) solutions did they use to prevent pregnancies, have safe
deliveries, and induce lactation? This session presents papers from various disciplines that will examine topics
that vary from wet nurses in Ancient Egypt to grandmothers in Ancient Greece; while also presenting the
material culture of mothers and infants from the Eastern Mediterranean to Roman Britain. Two other papers
will study devotional therapeutics for (in)fertility and motherhood in Austria, in addition to maternal
marginalization and infant mortality in New Zealand.

[116] General Session -NEW RESEARCH ON THE NEOLITHIC
[117] General Session -EARLY ANDEAN SOCIETIES
[118] Symposium -MATERIALS IN MOVEMENT IN THE ISTHMO-COLOMBIAN AREA

Archaeological research in Central America has traditionally focused on the material culture of its precolonial
inhabitants. While objects have long been used to infer cultural identities, filiation, and migration patterns
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from cultural-historical approaches, the last decades have seen more nuanced practices. Discussions around
authenticity have redirected attention to integration processes within local traditions, further benefiting the
interpretation of foreign versus local. Moreover, new foci on materiality beyond artifacts have contributed to
new understandings of mobility. In providing a regional overview of recent research on trajectories and
biographies of circulating materials and their role in local lifeways across the Isthmo-Colombian Area, this
symposium seeks to explore the material culture, exchange mechanisms, and cultural interconnections within
the region. Contributions will provide insights into the movement of artifacts, (raw) materials, and resources
within and across the Central Americas. In doing so, we aim to further understand the local reception,
integration, or exclusion of foreign materials.

[119] Symposium :ARCHAEOPHYCOLOGY: NEW (ETHNO)ARCHAEOLOGICAL
APPROACHES TO UNDERSTAND THE CONTRIBUTION OF SEAWEED TO THE
SUBSISTENCE AND SOCIAL LIFE OF COASTAL POPULATIONS

Seaweeds have been occasionally documented in archaeological sites with outstanding preservation
conditions, and though they have received minor attention from an archaeological perspective, coastal
archaeology is heightening interest in these resources as a significant portion of the archaeological record of
coastal areas that might be systematically dismissed. To the scarce historical information and their poor
preservation, we might add theoretical and ideological aspects that result in the invisibilization of these
resources (such as their current use by Indigenous societies). Furthermore, many coastal environments (such
as the Arctic or coastal deserts) exhibit poor terrestrial plant production, which may result in an increased
consumption of seaweeds, a unique, valuable, ubiquitous, and low-risk resource. Seaweed foraging practices
constitute the expression of the continuity of a gathering way of life deeply rooted in coastal environments,
thus traditional ecological knowledge related to seaweeds is essential for evaluating harvesting methods and
their potential uses today. This symposium aims to provide an overview of the current state of a field focused
on seaweeds, including several approaches ranging from contributions concerning all the different
methodologies that can be used to detect seaweeds in the archaeological record or experimental
archaeology to cross-cultural ethnographic approaches.

[120] Symposium : THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE SOUTHERN YUKON-ALASKA
BORDERLANDS

This session will discuss the archaeology of the southern Yukon-Alaska borderlands (SY-AB), defined as the
region north and south of the Alaska Highway and east and west of the international border for about 100
km. It encompasses the highway corridor from the north end of Kluane Lake, Yukon, to the Tanacross,
Alaska, regions, with the Wellesley Basin/Yukon-Tanana uplands to the north and the St. Elias—VWrangell
Mountain range to the south. Sites such as Little John in Yukon and Linda’s Point and Natet Na’ in Alaska
date human occupations of the region to the Beringian Allerad (ca. 14 to |13 Kya). It is the area of origin for
native copper and the crossroads of contact of the four major obsidian sources—Wiki Peak, Batza Tena,
Hoodoo Mountain, and Edziza—for northwest America. The SY-AB also contains a continuous history of
Holocene occupations and a rich record of Late Prehistoric and Postcontact Amerindian-European
interaction. This symposium will highlight specific sites and topics of research in the SY-AB and cumulatively
argue for increased attention to an often overlooked but fecund area for future archaeological research in
eastern-most Beringia.

[121] Symposium -GEOLOGICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
INTERPRETATION OF RADIOGENIC ISOTOPE DATA

Radiogenic isotopic systems (e.g., Sr, Nd, Os, Pb) have become widely applied for inferring the geological
sources of archaeological materials and for reconstructing technologies integral to their production. Large
databases of geological materials (including GlobaLlD, IberLID, and Killick et al. [2020]) are now contributing
to the growth of these analyses and helping increase access to necessary data for their interpretation.
Despite this rise in the use of these techniques and the resources available to these studies, the
interpretation of isotopic ratios in archaeological materials is often attempted without a clear understanding
of how geological processes produce natural variation or how technological processes (smelting, alloying,
recycling, mixing, etc.) can alter isotopic ratios of natural materials. Therefore, we invite papers that address
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these issues and incorporate geological and/or technological foci for the interpretation of radiogenic isotopic
data in archaeological materials.

[122] Symposium -HOLTUN: INVESTIGATIONS AT A PRECLASSIC MAYA CENTER

This session will detail investigations by the Holtun Archaeological Project (HAP) over the course of almost
10 years of archaeological research in the Maya Lowlands of Guatemala. Our primary focus has been the
development of social inequality during the Preclassic period, but we have also investigated other topics such
as human resiliency, heterarchy, and power dynamics in the Preclassic and beyond. Papers will cover the
history of research at the site in general and focus on recent materials analysis such as fauna, obsidian, and
ceramics, as well as methods like geochemical analysis of soils and isotope analysis of human bone. We will
also touch on elements of social organization and political and economic control in terms of water
management, trade and redistribution, craft production, and commensalism. In addition, we will review
conservation recommendations and avenues for future research.

[123] Symposium - THE ARCH STREET PROJECT: MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH OF A
PHILADELPHIA CEMETERY

In 2016 human remains were discovered in Philadelphia at 218 Arch Street during a private construction
project. The site was formerly the First Baptist Church of Philadelphia’s cemetery and, according to historical
documents, the cemetery was relocated in 1860. The ensuing excavation in three phases during 2017
recovered nearly 500 burials. Research efforts surrounding the excavation and analysis of the remains created
a multidisciplinary collaborative of academics and professionals dubbed the “Arch Street Project.” The court
in Philadelphia granted permission for the Arch Street remains to be analyzed until September 2023. On
September [, all human remains, material culture, and associated samples were reburied at Mt. Moriah
cemetery, the relocation destination from 1860. This session presents several of the research projects
stemming from the Arch Street material. The synthesis of these projects into a final interpretation offers a
fuller and broader picture of this unique site and provides an unprecedented glimpse into the city’s
community from the colonial period to the early republic.

[124] Symposium -POLITICS OF HERITAGE VALUES: HOW ARCHAEOLOGISTS DEAL
WITH PLACE, SOCIAL MEMORIES, IDENTITIES, AND SOCIOECONOMICS

(SPONSORED BY HERITAGE VALUES INTEREST GROUP)

The last decades have moved the concept of “heritage” to the forefront of cultural resources management,
historic preservation legislation, the tourism industry, academic institutions, and nonprofits. Since the official
definition by UNESCO in 1972, heritage discussions have become increasingly fluid and contested. In the
Americas, archaeologists engage with descendant communities over questions of ownership and rights to
certain places and excavated materials. The core challenge in these conflicts is that in Indigenous knowledge
systems, sense of place, boundaries, law, and history do not align with the Western system. Social memory
may lay claim to places and cultural objects contradicting Western constructions of borders and histories.
The concept of heritage raises related questions when we look at countries in Europe and the Middle East,
where modern people live in and around archaeological sites and have strong feelings about place and history.
This panel asks how can heritage discourse be made meaningful and productive in the social sciences in the
twenty-first century? How could heritage objectives empower archaeology and grow knowledge by
decolonizing? And how can fruitful and trusting partnerships form between archaeologists and Indigenous
people? Archaeology-based case studies from different parts of the world are welcome.

[125] Symposium -AGUADA FENIX AND THE MIDDLE USUMACINTA REGION:
INTERREGIONAL INTERACTIONS AND SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS IN THE MIDDLE
PRECLASSIC PERIOD

Data recovered in Aguada Fénix and the Middle Usumacinta Region has significantly contributed to
understanding Mesoamerica’s early history, particularly early Maya societies. Since 2017, research by the
Middle Usumacinta Archaeological Project (MUAP) has focused on understanding the interregional
interactions of groups inhabiting the Isthmian Interaction Sphere that led to the development of early Maya
societies, as well as the ways in which these groups adapted to the environment. Ongoing investigations
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address inquiries related to monumentality as a collective effort, social and symbolic practices, sedentarism
and semi-mobile ways of life, intensification of maize agriculture and mixed subsistence, and modification of
the landscape. In this session, we will present research advances by MUAP and their implications for the
study of Middle Preclassic Mesoamerica.

[126] Symposium ‘EXPEDIENT TECHNOLOGICAL BEHAVIOR: GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES
AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

Stone tools and technological behavior can be considered to lie along a continuum from curation to
expediency. While the topic of tool curation has received substantial attention since introduced by Binford,
the significance and interpretive potential of expedient technologies—often alternatively described as low-
cost, informal, simple, or opportunistic technologies—have enjoyed less explicit discussion. Even so,
expediency can be said to characterize an important portion—indeed, perhaps even most—of hominin
technological behavior since the Oldowan. Expediency here refers to employing low-cost solutions to
technological problems and it may characterize any stage of tool-related behaviors, from raw material
procurement to tool manufacture, use, and discard. This session aims to bring together perspectives on
expedient lithic technological behavior from a variety of chronological and geographic contexts to reach
broader reflections on the theoretical and practical place of expediency in the archaeological interpretation
of stone tool technological variability. Within this framework, certain underlying questions are proposed:
How is expediency best defined? What sorts of questions can the study of technological expediency answer?
What analytical tools should be used to study expedient technology? Does expediency largely “look the
same” across contexts, or does expediency have different, culturally grounded manifestations?

[127] Symposium -COLORING OUTSIDE THE LINES: RE-SITUATING UNDERSTANDINGS
OF THE LIFEWAYS OF EARLIEST PEOPLES OF THE CIRCUM-CARIBBEAN

A century of research on the early inhabitants (previously called “Archaic” peoples) of the Caribbean has, too
often, been restricted by boundaries and labels, be they geopolitical borders or the temporal and cultural
categories assigned by colonial historical sources or early archaeologists. Recent decades have seen many
relevant advances, both methodological and theoretical, in the reconstruction and conceptions of these early
lifeways, and yet conversations and discussions that cross these lines/boundaries are too few (with the
exception of work like Hofman and Antczak 2019), thereby reifying the labels and forestalling the
development of more refined understandings of this early period, its people, their ways of being, sociocultural
interactions, and transcendence to other spaces and moments of the precolonial Caribbean. This symposium
features the research of scholars working across the insular and mainland Caribbean and intends to scale-up
discussions about recent findings and theoretical and methodological perspectives concerning the first
Caribbean population from local or regional research to the entirety of the circum-Caribbean area. The
objective is to build new understandings of the diversity and commonalities of the early Caribbean
populations from a multiscalar perspective and create research synergies that cross the diverse boundaries
that have limited their better comprehension.

[128] Symposium -BEYOND MAIZE AND CACAO: REFLECTIONS ON VISUAL AND
TEXTUAL REPRESENTATION AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE OF OTHER PLANTS
IN PRECOLUMBIAN MESOAMERICA

Discussions of plant use in Mesoamerica have historically focused on two agricultural resources: maize and
cacao. While recognizing the importance of these resources, we call attention to the critical contributions of
other foraged and horticultural plants to nourishing the bodies and souls of indigenous Mesoamericans.
Agroforestry systems in Mesoamerica were multilayered, species-rich, and adaptive. This session asks how
less studied plants contributed to these anthropogenic landscapes (perhaps even as keystone species), what
economic roles they played, and how such plants also factored, on a more ideological level, into visual and
textual communication systems. Each participant takes up the task of considering visual, textual, and/or
archaeological evidence of a species or category of food/nonfood plants (other than maize or cacao). Papers
will expand our understanding of how a diverse suite of wild and domesticated resources contributed to
sustaining human life and relationships with non-human agents. By placing various time periods, subregions,
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and methodological frameworks in discussion with one another, this symposium will bridge the gap between
humanistic and scientific discussions of less discussed but nevertheless invaluable plant resources.

[129] Symposium -GENDER IN ARCHAEOLOGY OVER THE LAST 30+ YEARS

(SPONSORED BY WOMEN IN ARCHAEOLOGY INTEREST GROUP AND COMMITTEE FOR THE STATUS OF
WOMEN IN ARCHAEOLOGY)

How far have gendered studies in archaeology come since the 1990s, when the Women in Archaeology
Interest Group (WAIG) was formed? At the time, women constituted a minority of the gender ratio, while
today there is near parity between these binaries. Additionally, there was no formal representation by gender
non-binary/non-conforming/queer archaeologists at the SAA until 2014. How has the field changed with
better representation? How have we expanded, deepened, and enhanced our understandings of gender,
broadly writ? In this session, participants will grapple with the concept of gender, as can be understood from
archaeological data and theory but also experientially from within the discipline. Discussion will center on the
articulation of modern conceptions and past interpretations of gender and will reflect on how gender
scholarship—and the gender of scholars—has changed in the last 30+ years.

[130] Symposium - THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF WETLANDS

Covering just over 6% of the Earth’s surface, wetlands contain more than 40% of the Earth’s biodiversity.
Because of this, wetlands—the transitional feature between terrestrial and aquatic ecologies—are considered
one of the most important ecosystems on the planet. However, due to climate change and human-
environmental modifications, wetlands are disappearing. About 50% of the world’s wetlands have already
been destroyed, presenting an enormous ecological catastrophe. By showcasing archaeological examples of
human-wetland interaction through time and around the world, this session combats the stereotype of
wetlands as uninhabitable and unutilized places in the human past. The papers presented here will investigate
the ways in which wetlands—from fresh to salty, and from low- to high-altitudes—have been exploited. With
these investigations, we stress the need for the protection of, and in some cases, the restoration of these
critical ecosystems.

[131] Symposium -*SE NEW ORLEANS AND ITS ENVIRONS: HISTORICAL
ARCHAEOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PRECARITY

Since New Orleans celebrated its tricentennial in 2018, archaeological research has continued in and around
the city at a rapid pace, much of it triggered by federal involvement in construction and infrastructure
projects. This session brings together a diverse collection of recent work on historical archaeology in
southeastern Louisiana, where environmental precarity and a shared history of extractive economies, from
the plantation to the petrochemical, links urban and rural landscapes.

[132] Symposium - THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF FAILURE

Failure is a fundamental part of the human condition yet remains undertheorized in archaeology. Failure is
admittedly definitionally tricky and can operate at multiple scales, from the catastrophic downfalls of ancient
societies to everyday blunders and mishaps. Yet the challenges make it all the more interesting. In this
session, we bring together papers and researchers working on material from various periods in the New and
Old Worlds, mixing case studies and theory. We examine what it means to fail, what failure looks like in the
archaeological record, and what happens when we fail to fully appreciate failure.

[133] General Session - ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AND PLATEAU

[134] Symposium ‘WEAVING EPISTEMES: COMMUNITY-BASED RESEARCH IN LATIN
AMERICA

Research in Latin America has constantly rethought its approach toward communities. Even though the
transformations vary in each country and region, only epistemological dialogue on an equal footing will allow
each country to revisit data, rethink practices, and better understand the relationships between materiality
(space/nature) and human interactions. This epistemological dialogue can synchronize different cognitive
regimes from the rich cultural diversity of the Americas, making it possible to understand power relations,
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ways of life, political hierarchies, practices, and social interactions among people in different contexts. This
symposium aims to promote a conversation about the possibilities of establishing equivalent dialogues
between academia and communities, especially among Latin American women.

[135] General Session -CARIBBEAN ARCHAEOLOGY

[136] General Session ‘INDIGENOUS AND COMMUNITY-BASED ARCHAEOLOGIES IN
NORTH AMERICA |

[137] General Session -MANAGING ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA AND COLLECTIONS

[138] Symposium -ADVANCES IN PERISHABLE WEAPONRY STUDIES: DEVELOPING
PERSPECTIVES FROM DATED CONTEXTS TO EXPERIMENTAL ANALYSES

This symposium includes insights from researchers dating and analyzing extant perishable weapons systems
and those replicating and experimenting with these organic materials. Because weapons are the primary tools
by which human groups obtain animal protein and resolve (or exacerbate) conflicts over territory and
resources, a holistic study of these systems (including experiential, replicative, and ballistic dimensions) is
critical for forming an accurate view of past land-use patterns and economic systems. By bringing together a
range of papers spanning dated and sourced weaponry to actualistic studies, this symposium aims to provide
a more cohesive understanding of the emergence and applied use of weapons.

[139] Symposium -WATER IN THE DESERT: HUMAN RESILIENCE IN THE AZRAQ BASIN
AND EASTERN DESERT OF JORDAN

For thousands of years, plants and animals including humans moved back and forth along the Levantine
corridor—a geographic region that connects Africa to Eurasia. At the margin of this corridor lies the Azraq
Basin in the Eastern Desert of Jordan, which previously had extensive spring-fed wetlands at its center. These
wetlands remained intact until the early 1990s when the combination of climate change and years of water
overdraw led to desiccation of the springs. This session explores human resilience in the face of climate
change and documents the shifting relationships between people, plants, animals, and objects in this
challenging ecosystem from the Lower Paleolithic to historic times.

[140] General Session ‘SUBSISTENCE AND FOODWAYS IN THE US SOUTHEAST

[141] General Session ‘PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY ARCHAEOLOGY IN EUROPE AND
BEYOND

[142] Forum -AMERICAN URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY:
REFLECTIONS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

The archaeology of urban places has a long disciplinary history, though the tradition of urban archaeology in
the United States was largely spurred by the introduction of cultural heritage legislation, broader historic
preservation movements, and so-called urban renewal projects mid-twentieth century. Since then, individual
cities have developed long traditions and literatures (see Rothschild and Wall 2014). In the 1980s and 1990s,
a collaborative group of urban archaeologists in the United States met regularly to discuss ideas and issues
unique to excavation and research in urban spaces. This panel is intended to be a reflection upon the
challenges, goals, and themes of and in urban archaeology throughout the Americas and beyond as it stands in
2024 with the intent of developing an Urban Archaeology Working Group in the spirit of this previous
collective. This revived group would be geared toward collaborating on issues—both in theory and praxis—
faced in cities today. Researchers invested in these questions are encouraged to attend for open discussion
among panelists and audience members.



Symposia Abstracts of the 2024 SAA 89th Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana 29

[143] Forum -BONES IN THE IVORY TOWER: CONSIDERING THE ETHICS OF
TEACHING WITH HUMAN OSTEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS

As conversations have proliferated around the ethics of working with human remains (including the SAA’s
Statement Concerning the Treatment of Human Remains, 2021), much of the focus has been on research and
curation within museum settings. Significant work remains to consider if, or how, human osteological
collections can ethically be used for teaching and training in universities. Often these collections of human
remains have been acquired and curated over multiple generations of researchers; they are poorly
provenanced, fragmentary, and incomplete. In the United States, these collections have largely exploited the
remains of Indigenous Ancestors and impoverished and/or minoritized communities. NAGPRA forced
universities to review their human osteological collections and current events have renewed scrutiny about
who is acquired and used in osteological teaching collections. This forum aims to contribute to conversations
on teaching with and about human remains in anthropology departments. Topics will include curation,
documentation, access, repatriation, and pedagogical approaches. Discussants will offer case studies of the
ethical considerations facing teachers, researchers, and other practitioners in our field. Together, we will
discuss the work that we must do to contextualize the persons within our care, train the next generation of
archaeologists, and reaffirm our commitment as ethical stewards.

[144] Forum ‘CONTEXTUALIZING SITE EVALUATIONS WITHIN THE CULTURAL
LANDSCAPE

While Section 106 consultation focuses largely on the significance and eligibility of individual sites, we must
recognize that sites are not necessarily discrete units but are part of a broader cultural landscape. To what
extent then, can and should we be examining this relationship within the confines of archaeological survey
and Section 106? We will focus on sites with ancestral affiliation and presumptively ask, what do Indigenous
people want to know? What approach can be taken when we can assume that different descendant
communities will have different associations with the landscape? This is an exploratory forum to discuss
potential agency and tribal responsibilities, methods of inquiry and documentation, and the applicability of
cultural landscape identification in the Section 106 process. Lastly, what are the long-term management
implications of these places once they are identified?

[145] General Session 'INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH ON SUBSISTENCE AND
FOODWAYS

[146] Lightning Round -HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT WE KNOW? IN HONOR OF
TERENCE D’ALTROY

Terence D’Altroy has had a profound impact on the archaeology study of the ancient societies of the Andes
and beyond. His work in the 1980s established the important theoretical concepts of staple finance and
wealth finance in the discipline, while his publications in the 1990s on provincial manifestations of imperialism
changed the way Inka politics was understood. In the twenty-first century, he has continued to break new
ground in his research on imperial social epistemologies. Despite his shifting thematic interests over the
decades, D’Altroy has always insisted on a having a rigorous basis for connecting field or laboratory
observations to theoretical abstractions. This session will be a forum in which various archaeologists who
have been influenced by D’Altroy’s work will have an opportunity to discuss its ongoing value and significance
for research in the Andes and elsewhere.

[147] Symposium -ARCHAEOLOGY TO TRANSFORM AND DISRUPT: TEACHING,
LEARNING, AND THE PEDAGOGIES OF THE FUTURE

In 2007 Burke and Smith published "Archaeology to Delight and Instruct: Active Learning in the University
Classroom," a groundbreaking book on teaching and learning archaeology through creative, inclusive, and
novel teaching activities for students of archaeology in higher education. In this session, we celebrate the
legacies of this book and invite papers that think about teaching and learning in archaeology and heritage
today, encouraging participants to reflect on how teaching and learning can and does challenge the status quo.
We are particularly interested in new innovations in teaching and learning, particularly where they challenge
inequalities, support climate resilience, and break down boundaries. We invite papers from all career stages,
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including the experiences of students. This will be a nonjudgmental and safe space to discuss challenges,
successes, and the future of teaching and learning in archaeology and heritage in universities and beyond.
Papers are invited from across the globe, and we welcome discussions of teaching in any setting, from
classrooms to more practical spaces such as the field and labs.

[148] Symposium ‘AT THE FRONTIER OF BIG CLIMATE, DISASTER CAPITALISM, AND
ENDANGERED CULTURAL HERITAGE IN BARBUDA, LESSER ANTILLES

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) of the Caribbean are vulnerable to the effects of climatic change. The
damaging impacts of contemporary sea-level rise and increasing hurricane activity have had a significant
influence on the region’s physical, economic, and sociocultural landscapes. In 2017, Category 5 Hurricane
Irma made a direct hit on the island of Barbuda, of the nation Antigua & Barbuda, which resulted in the
evacuation of the island’s entire population and widespread devastation. This symposium focuses on the first
year of an NSF IRES international research effort to study current issues in Caribbean archaeology, historical
anthropology, geoarchaeology, bioarchaeology, osteobiography, photogrammetry, site management,
garbology, and community cultural heritage. Collaborators in this project explore the long durée in a
transdisciplinary perspective from the first peopling to the present day. The peer mentorship of junior
colleagues is at the core of this endeavor, so as they move into their chosen fields, they are better prepared
to address the unprecedented effects of the Anthropocene in a holistic perspective.

[149] Symposium -ENDURING RELATIONSHIPS: PEOPLE, PLANTS, AND THE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF KAREN R. ADAMS

This symposium honors the outstanding research and mentorship contributions of Dr. Karen R. Adams in
archaeology, paleoethnobotany, and the plant sciences. Dr. Adam’s broad research contributions include
significant work on archaeobotanical sample collection and analysis techniques, interdisciplinary work on
Indigenous maize landraces, and influential work on the cultivation, domestication, and movement of plants
native to the US Southwest and Northwest Mexico. For nearly five decades, she has been at the forefront of
analyzing and interpreting diverse archaeological plant remains, the results of which are reported in nearly

I 50 peer-reviewed publications and hundreds of technical reports. Beyond this, Dr. Adams has also excelled
as a mentor to young scholars, particularly in her role guiding and training three decades of environmental
interns in paleoethnobotanical methods and interpretation at the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center in
southwestern Colorado. In this session, colleagues and former students present research and applied work
inspired by and celebrating Dr. Adam’s unparalleled career.

[150] Symposium -COLLABORATIVE AND COMMUNITY ARCHAEOLOGY

Collaborative and Community Engaged Scholarship (CES) is an important topic in our profession,
encompassing a growing diversity of activities. We continue nine years discussing issues and best CES
practices in archaeology. This session displays a commitment to conducting research and historic
preservation in effective partnership with multiple stakeholders as a matter of fairness, ethics, and as a way to
create and co-create robust and useful final products. Archaeological projects affect Indigenous peoples, local
residents, and descendant communities in many ways. These groups often have relatively little input into what
“others” say about, or do with, their heritage. We advance inclusive, community-engaged scholarship that is
co-created with relevant communities. The goal of this session and many of the projects discussed is to use
community involvement and participation as a way not only to give a voice to groups that have been
essentially voiceless, but to empower all stakeholders—especially on projects that involve “multiple pasts.”
We discuss trajectories of developing relationships and projects that can become respectful, useful, and
productive CES.

[151] Symposium -EXPLORING LONG-TERM PASTORAL DYNAMICS: METHODS,
THEORIES, STORIES

This session aims to delve into the multifaceted realm of long-term pastoral dynamics, employing the
perspectives of archaeology and ethnoarchaeology to unravel the methods, theories, and stories that shed
light on the intricacies of pastoralist lifeways. The objective is to deepen our understanding of the longevity
and sustainability of pastoral practices, emphasizing the complex interactions between humans, animals, and
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the environment over extended periods. Specifically, this session has been organized to examine the social
and cultural transformations within pastoral societies over time in different regions of the world where
pastoralism continues today in order to try and understand the resilience and flexibility of these communities
in response to environmental, social, political, and economic changes. We hope that this exploration will shed
light on the strategies employed by pastoralists to adapt and thrive. We also hope that by drawing on the
lessons learned from long-term pastoral dynamics, we can identify time-tested and innovative practices to
ensure the sustainability of pastoralist lifeways.

[152] Symposium ‘WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THE FALL OF TEOTIHUACAN?

The great metropolis of Teotihuacan in Central Mexico was a unique settlement in Classic Mesoamerica due
to its huge size, orthogonal urban grid, and multiethnic society. The contradiction between the corporate
base or the ruling council and the competitive behavior of the intermediate elite tore the multiethnic pact
and provoked a revolt that set the core of the city on fire, the settings associated with the ruling elite. This
event was contemporary with the heavy impact of urban sprawl in its immediate environment as well as a
long-lasting drought in Central Mexico. The effects of the fall of Teotihuacan impacted all Mesoamerica. Most
of the population fled from the city and was replaced by newcomers. This symposium will review the
information we have on the Epiclassic and Postclassic groups that lived in the valley of Teotihuacan after the
collapse of the Classic metropolis. The project | headed since 1987, “The Study of Tunnels and Caves in
Teotihuacan,” offered a vast amount of information on subsistence; manufacture of objects; and funerary,
fertility, and deity rituals of the Coyotlatelco people with links to the Bajio region, the Mazapa groups with
relations to the Tula Valley, and the Aztecs.

[153] Symposium -RECENT COLONIAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN THE
AMERICAN MIDCONTINENT

The colonial era has attracted considerable archaeological interest in the American Midcontinent over the
past few decades. Recent research aims to examine how that record is interpreted and the role it plays in
contemporary social science inquiry. Before and during the early years of nationhood, French, French-
Canadian, British, Native American, African/African American, and the Métis/métis peoples struggled to
create and maintain their identities in a rapidly changing social, political, and economic world. The papers in
this session explore the daily lives of these shifting colonial populations through archaeological study of
gender, materiality, power, survivance, ontology, and landscape.

[154] Symposium -WHAT’S CANOE? RECENT RESEARCH ON DUGOUTS

Climate change and associated shifts in the modern use of landforms and waterways has led to a number of
recent discoveries of dugout canoes. Approaches to the study of these objects draw on historical,
ethnohistorical, material, and archaeological sources of evidence and include writing the biographies of
individual canoes; regional multivariate analyses of dugouts; efforts to model water transportation along
canals, rivers, and lakes; Indigenous and non-Indigenous experimental efforts to craft and use dugouts;
innovative methods to search for dugouts mired in lake bottoms; and more. Papers in this session offer an
overview of current investigations of dugout canoes.

[155] Symposium - THEORIZING PREHISTORIC LARGE LOW-DENSITY SETTLEMENTS
BEYOND URBANISM AND OTHER CONVENTIONAL CLASSIFICATORY CONVENTIONS
Archaeologists are increasingly unveiling evidence that defies conventional classificatory models whereby the
development of sociopolitical complexity was a unilinear, stepwise, and standardized process. The prehistoric
large low-density settlements are among such evidence and are enabling scholars to acknowledge the
organizational plurality and diversity intrinsic to the human past. After decades of being neglected analytically
and comparatively, at best considered anomalous cases of ancient urbanism, these settlements are becoming
a prolific field for archaeological discussions about the challenges of large population aggregation. Recently
documented cases strongly suggest that they can appear without following the incremental increase in
complexity that previous anthropological models predicted. In the absence of this prescriptive prelude,
archaeologists have started recognizing various developmental trajectories not even considered possible in
the past. This session aims to contribute to these discussions by analyzing and comparing worldwide low-
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density settlements, allowing us to theorize the social, cultural, economic, and political processes
underpinning them. By foregrounding the issues above, we avoid imposing long-lasting classificatory
conventions that tend to assume monolithic governance apparatuses, integration mechanisms, ideological
systems, and subsistence regimes. The session adds to the scholarship on low-density settlement patterns by
providing new datasets and avoids the yardstick problem by critically analyzing these data.

[156] Symposium -PAINTING THE PAST: INTERPRETIVE APPROACHES IN GLOBAL
ROCK ART RESEARCH

Rock art research transitioned beyond descriptive—typological studies four decades ago, initially using
ethnographic analyses followed by the addition of neuropsychological models and subsequently with a wide
variety of approaches, the circumstance today. Current interpretive studies range from traditional but
intensive iconographic research through quantitative analyses to landscape studies to collaborations with
Indigenous peoples. Concern with the metaphysical beliefs—epistemology and ontology—of the creators of
rock art underlies many of these studies, reflecting the continuing influence of the initial ethnographic turn in
rock art. Papers in this session highlight the diverse approaches to current global rock art research, in the
process illustrating the interpretive advances that have been made in our understanding of this aspect of the
archaeological record.

[157] Symposium -CENTRALIZING CENTRAL AMERICA: NEW EVIDENCE, FRESH
PERSPECTIVES, AND WORKING ON NEW PARADIGMS

Ironically, Central America has tended to be peripheral in Latin American archaeology, as scholars (and their
funding agencies) have gravitated to the more glamorous cultures of Mesoamerica and Andean South
America. Nevertheless, a growing cadre of young Central American archaeologists (and a handful of intrepid
international scholars) have followed in the footsteps of such trailblazers as Baudez, Coe, Cooke, Haberland,
Lange, Lothrop, Stone, and Willey. This session will present new evidence and fresh perspectives from
Central America (including El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama), organized around the
themes of cultural ecology, complexity, regional interaction, and social identities. Presenters include scholars
who have recently contributed to a publication series on the cultural mosaic of ancient Central America, as
an opportunity to further expand their research and develop stronger linkages across the region. As we
move from the substantive to the more theoretical, we hope to move Central American archaeology toward
more anthropologically engaged interpretations.

[158] Symposium -UNDERWATER AND COASTAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN LATIN AMERICA
(SPONSORED BY ISLAND AND COASTAL ARCHAEOLOGY INTEREST GROUP)

Today, underwater and coastal cultural landscapes—whether from maritime, lacustrine, or fluvial origins—
are primary data sources for numerous scientific disciplines, offering deeper insights into the dynamic
relationship between humans and aquatic environments. A growing body of case studies is concentrating on
underwater and coastal records from Latin America. Archaeological research in this area spans from the
Mexican highlands to Patagonia and covers periods ranging from prehispanic to historical times. An increasing
amount of material evidence from prehispanic societies in the region underscores Latin America’s long-
standing traditions centered on aquatic environment exploitation and management. This session will focus on
the results obtained from underwater and coastal contexts in Latin America, aiming to strengthen the
connections between coastal and underwater archaeological communities by building methodological bridges.

[159] Symposium -THE RISE AND APOGEE OF THE CLASSIC MAYA KAANU’L
HEGEMONIC STATE AT DZIBANCHE

In recent years the notion that a hegemonic state known as the Kaanu’l dynasty dominated the Classic Maya
Lowlands has become more widely accepted supplanting previous views of Maya states as inherently
fragmented and volatile. This has occurred thanks to a series of epigraphic and archaeological discoveries
throughout the Maya world. Since the early 2000s, it has been known that in the Early Classic period, the
dynasty was situated at Dzibanche in southern Quintana Roo, before its long-known seat at Calakmul,
Campeche. However, many aspects of this regime remain the subject of debate. First among them is the time
and place of origin, its internal governing organization, the nature of its expansionism, and the political
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control of kingdoms within its sphere of influence. In this session, we attempt to bring clarity to these issues
by presenting new archaeological and epigraphic data from the most recent research projects at Dzibanche
and other sites with political ties to the Kaanu’l dynasty. The resulting new perspectives on this regime from
a variety of sources and contexts will support a more informed understanding of the nature of Classic Maya
political organization.

[160] Symposium -CHECKING THE PULSE Il, CURRENT RESEARCH IN OAXACA PART I
Building on the success of last year’s symposium, Dialogos en Oaxaca Archaeology once again welcomes
Mexican and American archaeologists to discuss ongoing research, upcoming projects, or any other questions
and inquiries they may have in mind. By checking in with each other as often as possible, we can continue
building this collaborative dialogue among archaeologists with a common goal—recording and preserving
Oaxaca’s ancient history for future generations. Presenters will discuss research projects from different
regions and time periods of Oaxaca, expanding our knowledge about this important but understudied area of
Mesoamerica.

[161] Symposium -CUANDO LOS SENDEROS DIVERGEN: RECONSIDERANDO LAS
INTERACCIONES ENTRE LOS ANDES SEPTENTRIONALES Y LOS ANDES CENTRALES
DURANTE EL IRO Y 2DO MILENIO AEC / WHEN PATHS DIVERGE: RECONSIDERING
INTERACTIONS BETWEEN THE NORTHERN AND CENTRAL ANDES, FIRST-SECOND
MILLENNIUM BCE

En la region andina, la frontera politica entre Ecuador y Perd ha sido concebida como un antiguo limite que
definié dos areas con distintos procesos de desarrollo cultural —Los Andes septentrionales y centrales.
Aunque varios investigadores han identificado conexiones entre ambas regiones, las investigaciones en cada
pais se han desarrollado generalmente de forma independiente, y con escasas colaboraciones y
comparaciones. El presente simposio busca re-evaluar las interacciones entre las antiguas poblaciones de los
Andes septentrionales y centrales durante el primer y segundo milenio AEC, cuando este borde empieza a
fortalecerse, haciendo hincapié en las comparaciones que incorporan nueva informacién disponible de
proyectos que se han desarrollado desde la década de los 90s. Como ejemplos de estas interacciones,
invitamos a presentar trabajos que consideren discusiones sobre temas tales como comercio, intercambio, y
analisis arqueométricos; ademas de evaluaciones a nivel local y regional sobre las similitudes y diferencias
tanto tecnoldgicas, estilisticas, como de organizacion socio politica. Esperamos que este simposio sirva para
tender puentes y abrir espacios de didlogo con el fin de avivar futuras colaboraciones binacionales; al mismo
tiempo que examinamos las distintas manifestaciones de esta division cultural en el pasado.

In the Andean region, the modern national border between Ecuador and Peru has become reified as an
ancient cultural boundary separating two areas of distinct cultural development—the Northern and Central
Andes. While researchers on each side have pointed to prehistoric connections that cross this boundary,
scholarship in each cultural area has largely developed independently; comparisons and collaborations are
infrequent. This symposium aims to reevaluate the interactions and relationships between the peoples of the
Central and Northern Andes during the final two millennia BCE, when this cultural boundary is assumed to
have begun to harden, emphasizing data-driven comparisons that incorporate new information made available
by projects since the 1990s. As examples of the interactions under discussion, we invite papers considering
both point-to-point discussions of trade and exchange, archaeometric compositional analyses of trade
artifacts, and evaluations of zonal and regional similarities and differences evidenced through technology,
style, and sociopolitical organization and dynamics. We hope that this symposium serves to stoke future
binational collaborations that bridge both sides of this present political divide, as we examine the
manifestations of that divide in the past.

[162] Symposium ‘-LOCAL AND/OR EXOTIC INTERACTIONS: SYMBOLS, MATERIALS,
AND SOCIETIES

Across the ages, prehistoric societies have interacted with each other, generating flows of finished artifacts,
raw materials, symbolic items, and last but not least, people themselves that can be discerned archaeologically
both among hunter-gatherer groups and farmers. Allochthonous materials and long-distance relationships
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implied by their presence have usually played a major role within archaeological narratives, especially as
signifiers of social and cultural complexity. Meanwhile the employ of local materials has usually been linked to
domestic day-to-day activities, and less attention has been paid to their acquisition and movement within
societies as a result. However, ethnographic and archaeological sources show us the importance of
recognizing a dialectic interaction between both categories of materials in maintaining social and cultural
entities in addition to representing social interactions in the archaeological record. We have brought
together a group of papers that address the interactions between exotic and local materials and their
complexity by making use of provenance studies, morpho-stylistic approaches, and spatial analysis. Our aim is
to generate new insights into the mechanics of exchange across scales and the roles that it played within
ancient societies.

[163] Symposium -EL PRINCIPIO DEL FIN, EL INICIO DEL PRINCIPIO: ARQUEOLOGIA
DE LA TRANSICION DEL FORMATIVO AL CLASICO EN LOS TUXTLAS, VERACRUZ,
MEXICO

El sur de Veracruz es mejor conocido por dos ocupaciones culturales en el pasado prehispanico: los periodos
formativo y el clasico; ambos con diferencias y evidencias visibles que los caracterizan. Sin embargo, como
sabemos, los periodos cronolodgicos que establecemos, son artificiales y a veces nos impiden observar los
procesos de cambio que articulan los fendmenos culturales. Asi, este simposio pretende establecer didlogos
que nos permitan comprender los cambios sutiles o profundos que se dieron en la region de Los Tuxtlas a
través de las evidencias ceramicas y liticas, los patrones arquitecténicos, escultoricos y de asentamiento
durante la transicion del periodo Formativo al Clasico.

[164] General Session -MESOAMERICAN LITHICS

[165] General Session :SOUTHEASTERN SITES AND CULTURAL RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT

[166] General Session ‘HISTORIES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRACTICE

[167] General Session ‘'INDIGENOUS AND COMMUNITY-BASED ARCHAEOLOGIES IN
NORTH AMERICA I

[168] General Session -ARCTIC ARCHAEOLOGY
[169] General Session -BRONZE AND IRON AGE SOUTHWEST ASIA

[170] General Session ‘CRAFT INDUSTRIES AND INTERACTION NETWORKS IN
EUROPEAN ARCHAEOLOGY

[171] Poster Session -GIS PART I: MAPPING MOVEMENT AND CHANGE
[172] Poster Session *GIS PART II: LOOKING AT THE LANDSCAPE

[173] Poster Session ‘BIG DATA IN ARCHAEOLOGY: DATA COLLECTION,
MANAGEMENT, AND ANALYTICS

[174] Poster Session -LANDSCAPE, SURVEY, AND SETTLEMENT PATTERNS PART |
[175] Poster Session ‘LANDSCAPE, SURVEY, AND SETTLEMENT PATTERNS PART II

[176] Poster Session ‘NO, NOT TINDER: DATING METHODS AND CHRONOLOGICAL
MODELING
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[177] Poster Session -NEW AND EMERGING GEOPHYSICAL AND GEOSPATIAL
RESEARCH IN THE NATIONAL PARKS

The posters featured in this session highlight the work of the National Park Service archaeology program,
which conducts essential research to improve and expand on our understanding of our cultural heritage using
new and emerging technologies. This session highlights ongoing surveys and research of the cultural
landscapes, battlefields, and historic sites across the National Park Service with an emphasis on geospatial and
geophysical surveys. With an emphasis on novel applications of minimally invasive methods, the presenters
highlight exciting new research from across the National Park Service and in collaboration with partner
organizations.

[178] General Session ‘EASTERN AND SOUTHERN SOUTH AMERICA

[179] Electronic Symposium - THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF FOOD AND FOODWAYS:
EMERGING TRENDS AND NEW PERSPECTIVES

This electronic symposium presents a cross-section of emerging trends and new perspectives on the
archaeology of food and foodways. Ancient food studies comprise a field of inquiry that touches on all
specializations in archaeology, including artifacts, biochemical and microbotanical residue analysis,
archaeobotany, zooarchaeology, isotope analysis, studies of features and activity areas, experimental
archaeology, and ethnographic research. Significant advances in environmental archaeology and archaeological
science have enabled us to view and study human relationships with food in more depth and detail than ever
before. Meanwhile, novel interpretive approaches have rendered new foodways visible and changed our
understandings of food, a substance deeply imbued with cultural, economic, spiritual, and political significance.
Scaffolding from this work, scholars and culinary specialists alike have applied archaeological findings to such
domains as public policy (e.g., agricultural sustainability), culinary arts (e.g., the revitalization of food
traditions), and dietary regimes (e.g., the decolonization of diets). In this symposium, we explore diverse
perspectives on ancient foodways, from a number of geographical regions, material analyses, and interpretive
approaches.

[180] Forum -HOW AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGISTS CAN HELP COMBAT LOOTING
Cultural Property Agreements (CPAs) between the United States and foreign governments help to stop
criminal activity at US borders by keeping looted and stolen art and artifacts out of American markets. Under
US and international law, the United States can join CPAs to prevent looted and stolen antiquities and
artifacts from entering the American art market, fighting the illicit trade while allowing the legal trade to
continue and even thrive. Moreover, bilateral agreements aim to lessen global demand for illicitly obtained or
looted objects—especially since the United States makes up some 45% of the global art market—while
increasing responsible cultural exchange. The United States has signed CPAs with a growing number of
countries around the world generating mutual respect, strengthening global law enforcement, and protecting
archaeological heritage in situ. This forum will bring together experts from the fields of law, archaeology, and
government to discuss the importance of these agreements and explain how American archaeologists can
play an important role in supporting these agreements through testimony to the US government on
emergent and enduring threats to cultural property.

[181] Forum -HIGHER EDUCATION IN CRISIS? A CONVERSATION ON ARCHAEOLOGY
EDUCATION

In the last several years, cultural, political, and technological transformations have introduced both new
challenges and opportunities in higher education, especially as related to diversity and inclusivity, rigor, and
realized or communicated value. This roundtable addresses what archaeologists, students, and other
educators see as the current and future landscape of archaeology education and strategies for moving
forward in an increasingly complex environment. Issues under consideration include but are not limited to (1)
classroom pedagogy, (2) new digital tools and the debate over the role of Al, (3) the centrality of Western
canon in archaeological curricula, (4) and the liminal position of archaeology between the “hard” and “soft”
sciences. Through this community discussion, we bring together a range of educators and students to speak
on these critical topics, facilitating open discussion and identifying new paths forward.
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[182] Forum -BRAIDING INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE IN ARCHAEOLOGY: SKODEN!
Indigenous archaeology has been characterized as being biased, amorphous, and not conducive to the rigid
conventions of Western-based research paradigms. Such characterizations have derailed the underlying
importance of utilizing locally based, Indigenous perspectives of the past. Practitioners of Indigenous
archaeology contend that by grounding archaeological research within Indigenous perspectives and lifeworlds,
archaeology begins to tell stories of the past that incorporate the lands, waters, and nonhuman relatives with
which humans have always held relationships. These new stories provide us with a greater understanding of
the breadth and variety of knowledge and relationships held in the past. This session will focus on sharing
through storytelling by panelists of how Indigenous archaeology is being articulated in Indigenous ways by (1)
sharing an example of how Indigenous archaeological methods have changed the story of the past, (2) what
some of the approaches/methods/knowledge that have been braided with archaeological data/interpretations,
and (3) what can be shared as being some of the ways that we can braid Indigenous knowledge and
archaeological praxis? By the end of this forum, we hope to have shared stories that challenge notions of
what research “is and should be” and share experiences and knowledge of enacting Indigenous archaeology.

[183] General Session -PLANTS AND PEOPLE
[184] General Session -EDUCATION AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL CAREERS

[185] Symposium -BEYOND THE ANCESTORS: NEW APPROACHES TO ANDEAN "OPEN
SEPULCHERS"

Spanish chroniclers stated that prehispanic Andean populations put more care into the construction of their
sepulchers than their own houses. These sepulchers, collective tombs in which the dead were deposited
allowing postmortem access for the living, are an integral part of Andean highland landscapes. They vary in
both location and construction: whether positioned above- or belowground, partially or completely
constructed, or situated within natural cave formations. Yet what all these monuments have in common is
their geographic ubiquity in the highlands, ranging from the north of Peru to the north of Argentina. They
have been given various names according to variations in typology (chullpa, machay, pucullo), but all can be
gathered under the term “open sepulchers.” Based on ethnohistory, open sepulchers have long been
interpreted through the lens of ancestor veneration. However, despite their prevalence, it is only recently
that they have been systematically excavated. Over the last two decades, the application and integration of
archaeological methodologies and scientific techniques have uncovered new information regarding these
monuments. With this symposium, we aim to gather recent research on open sepulchers in order to
understand and interpret their variations, meanings, and functions over time and across the geography of the
Andes.

[186] General Session ‘TOOLS, TECHNOLOGY, AND CRAFTING IN ASIA

[187] Symposium -POWER TO THE PEOPLE: CULTURAL RESOURCE INVESTIGATIONS
ALONG UTILITY LINES GIVING A VOICE TO PAST AND PRESENT COMMUNITIES
Cultural resource surveys being conducted for various types of utility lines under Section 106 and other
federal permitting have allowed archaeologists the opportunity to investigate expansive, linear spaces that
may have otherwise been overlooked by traditional research and sampling methods. Most importantly, the
federal regulations afford consultation with Native American and other local stakeholders in a process that
helps bring the past to the present and contributes to the present conversation about crucial cultural
heritage and land management issues. Papers in this session illustrate recent CRM investigations conducted in
southern New England by the Public Archaeology Laboratory Inc. (PAL).

[188] General Session - CENTRAL AMERICA AND NORTHERN SOUTH AMERICA
[189] General Session - ARCHAIC PERIOD ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE US SOUTHEAST

[190] General Session - AFRICAN FOODWAYS, SUBSISTENCE, AND SUBSTANCES
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[191] General Session ‘ISLAND AND COASTAL ARCHAEOLOGY

[192] General Session ‘ CULTURAL RESOURCES AND HERITAGE MANAGEMENT
[193] General Session - THE INCA AND LATE HORIZON ANDEAN SOCIETIES
[194] General Session -MESOAMERICAN SUBSISTENCE AND FOODWAYS

[195] Forum -*SE HOW FEMA, MDAH, AND TRIBAL NATIONS WORKED TOGETHER TO
ADDRESS A MOUND SLUMP ON MOUND A AT WINTERVILLE MOUNDS

(SPONSORED BY THE SOUTHEASTERN ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE)

In 2016, a catastrophic rain event caused Mound A at Winterville Mounds to slump. After a Federal Disaster
Declaration, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the Mississippi Division of Archives and
History (MDAH), and Tribal Nations began a process to address the mound slump. This panel will tell that
story from the perspective of the lead participants, demonstrating the power of collaboration.

[196] Forum IS ANYONE LISTENING? ETHICAL ACCOUNTABILITY IN THE SAA

Over the past 20 years, the SAA has strategically worked to promote ethical practices within the field of
archaeology through such forums as the Ethics Bowl, the Ethics Committee, the Committee on Native
American Relations, and discussions on repatriation. In addition, it maintains a partnership with the Register
of Professional Archaeologists, which lays out standards for ethical archaeological research and offers a
platform for filing grievances. While the SAA continues to make strides toward addressing problematic
disciplinary conduct, recent public concerns over the organization’s programming, membership policies, and
approach to transparency and inclusion draw attention to a critical tension between ethical discourse and
how these principles are enacted and enforced. This forum will explore two questions: How can the SAA and
the field of archaeology be more accountable to the ethical principles and discourse of social justice that it
seeks to foster? And, what does “support” look like at an interpersonal and institutional level? Through
storytelling and critical discussion, this forum will work to develop actionable items that the SAA can
implement in its broader decolonizing efforts and what membership (collective and individual) can do to
facilitate these changes.

[197] Poster Session ‘DIGITAL ARCHAEOLOGY: 3D MODELING
[198] Poster Session -DIGITAL ARCHAEOLOGY: SIMULATION AND MODELING

[199] Poster Session -FRIENDS NOT FOOD: HUMAN AND ANIMAL INTERACTIONS
BEYOND HUMAN DIET PART |

[200] Poster Session ‘FRIENDS NOT FOOD: HUMAN AND ANIMAL INTERACTIONS
BEYOND HUMAN DIET PART I

[201] Poster Session ‘WHAT’S ON THE MENU? PART I: ISOTOPIC AND BIOMOLECULAR
ANALYSIS

[202] Poster Session ‘WHAT’S ON THE MENU? PART Il: BOTANICAL ANALYSIS AND
STORAGE VESSELS

[203] Poster Session :CAPTURING AND SHARING VERMONT’S PAST: 3D IMAGING AS A
TOOL FOR UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Since 2019, the Vermont State University Digital Archaeology Project, in partnership with the Castleton
Innovation Lab, has focused on documenting and sharing Vermont’s past through the use of diverse 3D
technologies. Our activities have included documenting both archaeological and private artifact collections,
collaborating with museums and historical societies to create interactive content, and extensive outreach
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with K—12 school groups. 3D technologies have proven to be highly effective for digitally curating artifacts,
reaching new online audiences, and connecting with younger students. The application of 3D imaging has also
proven to be a remarkably effective tool for undergraduate research. Undergraduate archaeology, geography,
and history students, trained in advanced 3D imaging and provided with open access to state-of the-art 3D
scanners, have engaged with Vermont’s past in new and innovative ways. Their work, in turn, has provided
fresh opportunities to engage with local communities. The posters in this session highlight collaborative
undergraduate research utilizing 3D imaging technologies to capture and share Vermont’s past in accessible
and interactive formats.

[204] Symposium ‘- THE VILLAGE, THE REGION, AND BEYOND: STUART STRUEVER
(1931-2022) AND THE LOWER ILLINOIS RIVER VALLEY RESEARCH PROGRAM
Archaeology in the North American midcontinent and beyond has been keenly influenced by Stuart McKee
Struever (1931-2022). Struever’s achievements between 1958 and 1984 in the lower lllinois River valley (LIV)
helped shape knowledge of the regional archaeological record, studies of subsistence-settlement systems,
multidisciplinary archaeology, archaeological database development, public archaeology, contract archaeology,
deep site archaeology, and bioarchaeology. Struever’s archaeological projects attracted specialists from
across fields such as zoology, botany, palynology, malacology, and geology. These scientists studied LIV
archaeological materials and influenced subsequent developments of archaeological specialties. The Koster
Project (1969—1979) was Struever’s most visible archaeological research and outreach effort, attracting
thousands of professionals, students, and volunteers to the LIV. Struever’s charisma drew many to
Kampsville, which was variously characterized as an exciting cauldron of new ideas and an archaeological
commune. Struever pioneered deep site archaeology, multidisciplinary archaeology, and archaeological
outreach at a grand scale. These research, education, and outreach efforts continue to guide programming in
Kampsville, where the Center for American Archeology celebrates its 7 st year. Here we emphasize
Struever’s quarter century of midcontinental archaeological achievements and explore their influence in and
beyond the region.

[205] General Session - ARCHAEOLOGIES OF GENDER AND SEXUALITY
[206] General Session ‘HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE AMERICAS

[207] General Session - ARCHAEOLOGICAL LANDSCAPES AND DIGITAL
ARCHAEOLOGY

[208] Lightning Round -WEIRD STUFF: ARCHAEOLOGICAL THINGS THAT EXCEED
ANTHROPOLOGICAL CATEGORIES

Archaeological classification, with its tendency to generalize, can too often disregard peculiar and unexpected
items that do not fit conventional cultural categories for materials, periods, or styles. Archaeologists tend to
label findings according to assumptions regarding normative culture, and therefore they frequently avoid
publishing anomalous or inexplicable things—or, worse, they rob those things of their significance by
generically classifying them as examples of symbolic or ritual behavior. In this lightning round, participants will
address this problem by exploring findings from excavations in the Andes and Amazon that are “weird” in the
sense that they appear uncanny, odd, or singular when viewed from either an insider’s or outsider’s
perspective. Participants will consider why—epistemologically or methodologically—archaeologists seldom
account for “weird stuff.” Presentations may explore multiple interpretations for weird items, moving beyond
preconceived anthropological or normative categories to offer a more grounded discussion of human-object
relations in particular contexts. Although questions about the “weird” may be raised in many geographical
contexts, this session focuses on South America, where materially distinctive objects have possessed special
significance in many cultural traditions, and where Western ontological categories such as animate/inanimate,
human/thing, spirit/body are often at odds with Indigenous modes of practice.
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[209] Symposium - THINKING WITH, THROUGH, AND AGAINST ARCHAEOLOGY’S
POLITICS OF KNOWLEDGE

For decades, advances in various strands of critical archaeologies have forced the discipline to grapple with its
politics of knowledge. Building on these conversations, we examine the “categories, concepts, and ways of
knowing” with which archaeological narratives are generated and reconfigured (Stoler 2016:10). This session
reflects on the politico-ethical worlds that are interpellated when engaging “regimes of truth” (Stoler 2016).
We ask participants to scrutinize topics pulled into the orbit of, and excised from, various research and
political agendas. Topics include, but are not limited to, “labor,” “queer,” “difference,” “indigenous,” “race,”
“enslavement,” “disability,” “religion,” and “ethics.” What histories emerge from attending to what
constitutes our knowledge and what our knowledge constitutes? What politics, perspectives, and realities are
created and foreclosed? What subtle forms of violence are revealed, but also deepened, concealed, or
perpetuated? What “ethics” does this necessitate? Participants are also encouraged to draw on history,
ethnography, literature, and language to engage archaeology’s politico-ethics of knowledge, as well as the
politico-ethics of their own practices. What ways of narrating are interrupted? What does this mean for
archaeology’s place in the world—personally, professionally, and in classrooms? What are the limits of such a
project?

”

[210] Symposium -CHECKING THE PULSE II: CURRENT RESEARCH IN OAXACA PART 2
Building on the success of last year’s symposium, Dialogos en Oaxaca Archaeology once again welcomes
Mexican and American archaeologists to discuss ongoing research, upcoming projects, or any other questions
and inquires they may have in mind. By checking in with each other as often as possible, we can continue
building this collaborative dialogue among archaeologists with a common goal—recording and preserving
Oaxaca’s ancient history for future generations. Presenters will discuss research projects from different
regions and time periods of Oaxaca, expanding our knowledge about this important but understudied area of
Mesoamerica.

Basados en el éxito del simposio del afio pasado, Didlogos en Oaxaca una vez mas da la bienvenida a
arqueodlogas y arquelégos mexicanos y estadounidenses y canadienses para discutir investigaciones en curso,
proximos proyectos o cualquier otra pregunta o consulta que puedan tener en mente. Al comunicarnos
entre nosotros con la mayor frecuencia posible, podemos continuar construyendo este didlogo colaborativo
entre arquedlogos con un objetivo comun: registrar y preservar la historia antigua de Oaxaca para las
generaciones futuras. Los presentadores discutiran proyectos de investigacion de diferentes regiones y
periodos de tiempo de Oaxaca, ampliando nuestro conocimiento sobre esta importante pero poco estudiada
area de Mesoamérica.

[211] Symposium -CONTINUED ADVANCES IN METHOD AND THEORY FOR
COMMINGLED REMAINS

In 2012, Kathryn Baustian, Debra Martin, and Anna Osterholtz organized a session at the SAAs on
commingled human remains in archaeological contexts, partly to get people in the same room talking about
assemblages of human remains long thought to be data-poor and often relegated to appendices in site
reports. In the 12 years since that session, a tremendous amount of research has been conducted highlighting
the importance of commingled remains to overall site interpretation. Commingling, no matter how it occurs,
tells a significant story about mortuary activity, site formation, and/or the changing curatorial standards within
which we work as bioarchaeologists. In this session, we highlight methodological rigor and new viewpoints on
how the interpretation of commingled remains brings depth and breadth to the understanding of lived
experience in the past through methodological advances and/or richly nuanced interpretation into the actions
that lead to commingling.

[212] Symposium -RITUAL VIOLENCE AND HUMAN SACRIFICE IN THE ANCIENT
ANDES: NEW DIRECTIONS IN THE FIELD

Examples of ritualized violence, specifically human sacrifice, are often interpreted as religious/political acts and
tools of statecraft employed to terrorize a population into submission. Alternate scenarios include a
response to climate calamities and political disasters and the establishment of political/social alliances or
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sociopolitical integration. To what extent are these proposals integrated into long-standing ideological and
political structures in the Andean world? How should we understand the sustained occurrence of ritual
violence in the central Andes for centuries before the arrival of the Spanish in the sixteenth century? The
organizers of this symposium believe it is appropriate to hold an academic gathering to learn about new
discoveries and analyses carried out by different research teams. More importantly, we want to delve deeper
into the theoretical perspectives’ scholars employ to interpret their case studies. Our main objective is to
evaluate whether the examples presented belong to organized and sustained rituals imbedded in the social
structure of the groups studied or if they resulted from exceptional circumstances. Although a combination
of both could be the case, presentations and discussion in this symposium will foster new ideas and a better
understanding of the complicated world of ritualized violence and human sacrifice.

[213] Symposium -PREHISPANIC MAYA MARKETPLACE INVESTIGATIONS IN THE
THREE RIVERS REGION OF BELIZE: FIRST RESULTS

With National Science Foundation funding, in 2022 a group of eight independent projects, assisted by several
consultants, began collaborating to investigate the hypothesized existence of an integrated market system in
the Three Rivers Region of northwestern Belize during the Late Classic period (CE 600-850). While such
systems are best understood on a regional level, regional integration and other aspects of exchange are
difficult to gauge in the absence of known marketplace locations, which remain an important missing
component of premodern market research worldwide. The coordinated research had four overlapping goals,
two theoretical and two methodological. The principal theoretical objective was to confirm the existence of
suspected marketplaces in the region; the second was to examine the comparability of goods between these
marketplaces, specifically ceramics. Methodologically, the main goal was to test the feasibility of the
configurational approach in identifying actual marketplace locations by applying a cross-culturally developed
set of archaeological indicators. Additionally, researchers sought to assess the potential for coordinated
investigation and data sharing across neighboring projects to mitigate the limitations of the usual, narrower
geographical scope and problem-solving focus of each individual archaeological project. While research and
analyses are still ongoing, this symposium presents the first results.

[214] Symposium - INTERACTIONS DURING THE EPICLASSIC AND EARLY
POSTCLASSIC (AD 650-1100) IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS: NEW INSIGHTS FROM
MATERIAL AND VISUAL CULTURE

Interactions were an integral part of cultural dynamics since early times in Mesoamerica. Migration, exchange,
conflict, trade, alliances, and marriages are just some of the mechanisms through which these relationships
have been interpreted. Their manifestations in a diversity of material culture allow us to infer the nature and
geographic scope of the contacts maintained by the societies under study. One of the characteristics of the
Epiclassic/Early Postclassic, recognized since the 1950s, is the identification of similarities among materials,
artifacts, forms, and styles over wide spatial and cultural distances. The objective of this session is to deepen
in the meaning, implications, and mechanisms of interactions established between AD 650 and 1100 in and
between the political entities of Central Mexico, and beyond, based on material culture as well as the
different modalities of approach (typological, technical, iconographic, spatial).

[215] Symposium -ANCIENT PASTORALISM IN A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

(SPONSORED BY ZOOARCHAEOLOGY INTEREST GROUP)

Pastoralism and its cultural intersections link people and herd animals in close synergy. Around the globe
today, millions of households continue to practice aspects of pastoralism, and the archaeological record is
rich with evidence of pastoralists having substantial impact on the environment, political dynamics, dietary
intake, ritual behaviors, and belief systems. While archaeological interest in ancient pastoralists has received
increased attention over the past two decades, analyses seem to remain divided along the lines of specific
methodologies or topical branches of archaeological inquiry. This session has two goals: (1) to reposition
pastoralism as a foundation for critical anthropological theory, and (2) to encourage the blending of
methodological approaches to the study of ancient pastoralist societies and how contemporary pastoralists fit
into these new reflections. We invite participants who investigate pastoralism in any region of the world from
a variety of theoretical perspectives (multispecies, political ecology, social network, and others) and
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archaeological methodologies (such as zooarchaeology, spatial analysis, material culture analysis, iconography,
and biomolecular analyses). We hope to create a new dialogue between researchers working in diverse
regions in order to find common threads that animal-human relationships entangle.

[216] Symposium -LOS RITUALES DEL JUEGO DE PELOTA EN LA COSTA DEL GOLFO/
BALLGAME RITUALS IN THE GULF LOWLANDS

El Juego de Pelota es una compleja y antigua celebracion de los pueblos indigenas en Mesoamérica. En la
Costa del Golfo de México, durante el Clasico, se desarroll6 como un evento en que participaron poblacion,
élites y especialistas del juego, con implicaciones politicas, econémicas, ideologicas y de cohesion comunitaria.
Considerado como un ritual de fertilidad y sacrificio, el Juego de Pelota probablemente incluyé otros rituales,
durante la construccion del edificio, antes del juego, de purificacion por ayunos y temazcal, entrenamiento,
festejos después del juego y otros. En esta sesion, se explora y dialoga entre varias fuentes de datos para
ampliar la discusion. [The Ballgame is a complex and ancient celebration of indigenous people in
Mesoamerica. In the Gulf Lowlands of Mexico, during the Classic, the Ballgame became an event that involved
the participation of the population, elites and game specialists, with implications for politics, economics,
ideology and community cohesion. Considered as a fertility and sacrificial ritual, the Ballgame may have
included other public rituals, during the building of the court, before the game of purification by fasting or
sweat bath, training, after-game feasting, and others. In this session, we want to explore various data sources
to broaden the discussion.]

[217] Symposium - THE ARCHAEOBOTANY OF EARLY PEOPLING: PLANT
EXPERIMENTATION AND CULTURAL INHERITANCE

Plants, and their products, are key to our lives. They provide the basis for foods, medicines, technologies,
architecture, and well-being practices. Our interaction with plants in the present is supported by a wealth of
cultural and ecological knowledge built up over millennia of living in different environments around the world.
In this symposia, we will engage with current and emerging evidence for the early use of plants, focusing on
the movement of early humans and our closest ancestors into new environments globally. This process of
colonization incorporates interaction with new plant species, vegetation communities, and landscapes. As
such it draws both on culturally inherited ecological knowledge and the ability to learn and experiment. We
aim to foster discussion about this process and the archaeobotanical techniques required to examine it, and
to consider the relationship of these early interactions to long-term trajectories of human-environment
interaction.

[218] Symposium 2024 FRYXELL AWARD SYMPOSIUM: PAPERS IN HONOR OF LUIS
BARBA

(SPONSORED BY FRYXELL COMMITTEE)

Luis Barba has received this year's Fryxell Award for Interdisciplinary Research. To honor his long, prolific,
and multifaceted career, we welcome research or review papers emphasizing the techniques, culture areas,
and archaeological sites in which he has worked, including archaeological science studies in Mexican
archaeology and Teotihuacan in particular, field geophysics, field geochemistry, and chemical residue analysis.

[219] Symposium - THREE SIDES OF A CAREER: PAPERS IN HONOR OF ROBERT L.
KELLY

Robert (Bob) L. Kelly’s career as an anthropological archaeologist spans five decades. In that time, he has
authored 100+ articles, chapters, reviews, and books; been instrumental in shaping our field through his
extensive engagement with the SAA; and conducted archaeological and ethnographic work around the world.
One of the most significant elements of Bob’s legacy is the students he has mentored throughout his career,
many of whom today pursue research that aligns closely with his own interests. Papers in this symposium
honor Bob by focusing on three topics that align with his own long-term research interests: radiocarbon
chronologies, lithic technology, and hunter-gatherer archaeology.
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[220] Symposium - THE BARBACOAN WORLD: RECOGNIZING AND PRESERVING THE
UNIQUE INDIGENOUS CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS OF THE NORTHERN ANDES
Barbacoan populations resided throughout Ecuador and southwestern Colombia during the Spanish conquest
of the northern Andes. The Barbacoan World was a cultural matrix of comparable mortuary traditions (shaft
tombs and burial mounds), monumental platform mounds, land-use strategies, statuary corpuses, rock art,
ceramic forms, iconography, and more. There were extensive market economies with interregional exchange
systems that connected the highlands, Pacific coast, and Upper Amazon. These societies demonstrated
various adaptive responses to a period of increased volcanic activity emblematically characterized by the
eruption of the Quilotoa volcano around AD 1280, which covered much of Ecuador in ashfall, marked the
climatic transition from the Medieval Climate Anomaly to the Little Ice Age, and arguably led to several
ethnogeneses through social reorganization. Several Barbacoan societies were colonized during the Inka
Empire’s northern expansion, but many of their cultural practices and languages survived into early Spanish
colonialism, after which some highland Barbacoan languages were gradually replaced by Quechua. Today, only
several societies still speak Barbacoan languages and maintain their respective traditions: the Chachi, Tsachila,
Awa Pit/Kwaiker, Misak, and Totoré. The aim of this session is to recognize and preserve the unique cultural
articulations and histories of Barbacoan societies, their neighbors, and their predecessors.

[221] Symposium -MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES TO THE SUBTERRANEAN
Subterranean features are particularly significant archaeologically because of the importance of the sacred,
animate Earth in Amerindian indigenous cosmology. The subterranean is additionally important in often
holding purely ritual assemblages that represent the field’s best context for studying the archaeology of
religion. A focus of growing importance is the examination of subterranean spaces where human remains are
found because it is our contention that the deposition of human remains is always a significant event. In
recent years the use of aDNA has helped to clarify the nature of the remains. This session brings together
papers providing the latest insights from field investigation and laboratory research.

[222] Symposium -UNRAVELING THE MYSTERIES OF THE ISTHMO-COLOMBIAN
AREA’S PAST: A SYMPOSIUM IN HONOR OF ARCHAEOLOGIST RICHARD COOKE AND
HIS CONTRIBUTIONS

Archaeologist Richard Cooke has left an indelible mark on the study of our shared human history. This
symposium seeks to commemorate his groundbreaking work and celebrate his extraordinary contributions.
The symposium will commence with an exploration of Cooke’s pioneering investigations that shed light on
the history of Panama. His unwavering dedication to the past has enriched our knowledge of diverse
indigenous cultures, revealing connections and interactions that span centuries. Attendees will share studies
that exemplify how Cooke’s discoveries transformed the way we perceive past societies and their legacies in
lower Central America and northern South America. Moreover, Cooke’s zooarchaeological innovations have
redefined the practice of archaeology. From pioneering reference collections in Latin America and actualistic
studies, his work has revolutionized the way we approach environmental archaeology. The final segment of
the symposium will reflect on Cooke’s lasting impact on the broader archaeological community. Colleagues
discuss how his ideas influenced their own research and how his mentorship shaped the careers of budding
archaeologists in Latin America. In essence, this symposium is a testament to Richard Cooke’s remarkable
contributions to archaeology. Participants will pay tribute to his enduring legacy, share knowledge inspired by
his work, and reinforce their commitment to our past.

[223] General Session ‘- THE ANDEAN LATE HORIZON AND HISTORIC PERIODS
[224] General Session -ARCHAIC PERIOD EASTERN WOODLANDS
[225] General Session -PALEOLITHIC AFRICA

[226] General Session ‘CULTURAL HERITAGE IN MESOAMERICA
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[227] General Session - AFRODESCENDANT COMMUNITIES AND THE AFRICAN
DIASPORA IN THE AMERICAS

[228] General Session -WOODLAND PERIOD EASTERN WOODLANDS

[229] Electronic Symposium -*SE HOPE FOR THE FUTURE: A MESSAGE OF RESILIENCY
FROM ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES IN SOUTH FLORIDA

As South Florida faces sea-level rise, increased hurricane strength, fires, and other impacts from modern
anthropogenic climate change, what messages can we learn from the eons of human use and occupation of
the area? This session is dedicated to resiliency in South Florida as revealed through archaeological research.
How do we define resiliency? How can the archaeological record inform modern efforts at adaptation? This
session includes research that focuses on the ability of past groups in South Florida to adapt to shifting
resources, face the aftermath of hurricanes, build and modify their environments to exist during rapid
fluctuations in sea-level rise, and thrive by exploiting natural resources in the South Florida environment.
Given the unprecedented amount of new archaeological research focused on early Florida contexts, the time
is right to draw together concrete examples from specific case studies as well as synthesize the long history
of climate resilience that could have relevance to contemporary climate-based challenges.

[230] Symposium ‘RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS IN CHIAPAS,
MEXICO

The Mexican state of Chiapas contains a diversity of cultural regions and ecological zones—Maya and Mixe-
Zoque; highland, lowland, and coastal. In spite of the presence of several large projects, such as those focused
on Palenque and the Grijalva Valley, there are large swaths of Chiapas that have been almost totally
overlooked, and any understanding of Chiapan archaeology is fragmented and focused on the better-known
sites. In this session, scholars will discuss the results of their recent investigations in diverse parts of the state.
Papers can be in English or Spanish.

[231] General Session ‘SEEING AND NOT SEEING: FOSTERING INCLUSIVE
ARCHAEOLOGIES

[232] General Session -WOODLAND PERIOD ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE US SOUTHEAST
[233] General Session ‘HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN EUROPE

[234] Forum -NEW LIVES FOR OLD BONES: NEW APPROACHES TO THE
ZOOARCHAEOLOGY OF HERITAGE COLLECTIONS

(SPONSORED BY ZOOARCHAEOLOGY INTEREST GROUP)

Zooarchaeological remains have been systematically collected from archaeological sites since at least the
[970s. At that time, many studies focused on basic identification, quantification, ageing and sexing, and
osteometry. In the past 50 years, many important new methods and approaches to zooarchaeological and
archaeological analyses have been developed. These include isotopic and ancient DNA studies, geometric
morphometrics, community archaeology, paleopathological studies, and systematic butchery analyses, among
others. This forum will explore how new methods and approaches have been applied to heritage faunal
collections, and it will also address the challenges zooarchaeologists face in dealing with these heritage
collections.

[235] Symposium - JUUKAN GORGE: THE STORY OF DESTRUCTION, EXCAVATION,
AND REBUILDING

On the 24th of May 2020 the world was shocked to learn of the destruction of Juukan Gorge by mining
company Rio Tinto as part of their mine expansion. Blasting of the gorge included severe damage to
rockshelters known to be over 40,000 years old and containing a unique cultural history of the Puutu Kunti
Kurrama People. Public outcry ensued. The Australian Federal Government conducted a Parliamentary
enquiry, and heritage protection legislation was changed. However, we question how effective have these
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changes been and what lessons have been learned from this disaster. This session is provided by the PKKP
Aboriginal Corporation and those who assisted with the archaeological investigations; originally and now as
the Gorge is rehabilitated. In the session we present the history of excavations, destruction, re-excavation
and attempts to move forward. This is the first public presentation of this information, discussing the
extreme archaeological significance of Juukan and its place in the cultural landscape of the PKK.

[236] Symposium - THE INTERSECTION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCIENCE AND
FORENSIC SCIENCE

This symposium will focus on how the scientific methods used by archaeological scientists can contribute to
forensic science investigations. Archaeological and biological anthropology methods have been applied in
forensic investigations, especially for the recovery and analysis of human remains. This symposium will
highlight how archaeological science can contribute meaningfully to validation and error rate studies of
scientific methods applied in forensic investigations to meet evidentiary standards.

[237] Symposium -EXPANDING OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE MOJAVE DESERT:
EMERGING RESEARCH AND NEW PERSPECTIVES ON OLD DATA

The prehistory of the Mojave Desert is rich, expansive, variable, and applicable to a variety of research
queries. For over 25 years, many archaeologists have expressed concern for the alarming
underrepresentation of archaeological research in this region. These concerns include insufficient attention to
issues that highlight the importance of variation across different sectors of the Mojave Desert and its adjacent
areas. Despite the obvious opportunities for research, there have been limited investigations beyond
compliance-based military installation and public works projects. Much of this research has been inadequately
disseminated, which has been attributed to “gray” or unpublished data that remains unknown or inaccessible
to the larger archaeological community. This session aims to highlight various archaeological research within
the Mojave Desert in which researchers have examined old data to investigate past lifeways. By revisiting old
data with new perspectives, methodologies, technologies, and theoretical frameworks, these researchers
have posed multiplex inquiries that seek to apply broader spatial scales that unveil the inter- and intraregional
complexity of the Mojave Desert.

[238] Forum -ARCHAEOLOGY SARA(H)S ROCK! A SESSION OF SARA(H)S

After years of being confused with another Sara(h)—don’t worry, we know it happens all the time—the
Archaeology Sara(h)s that Rock Facebook group was established in 2019. Since then, the group grew to 42
members with two things in common: their love of archaeology and a lifetime of hearing “with or without an
H.” Over the years the Sara(h)s’ support of one another and networking opportunities have grown. This
session celebrates five years of the network of Sara(h)s and highlights collaborations between Sara(h)s. With
Sara(h) stories aside, what can such a varied group of people from different backgrounds, educational
experiences, and specializations do to support one another and advance our practice?! This session is
recommended for students and young professionals to hear from a variety of professional archaeologists in
the field and how they found safe communities to collaborate with within the SAA. Also, fans of Sara(h)s. And
of course any Sara(h) who wants to join us up at the podium.

[239] Symposium -ANCIENT LANDSCAPES AND COSMIC CITIES OUT OF EURASIA:
TRANSDISCIPLINARY STUDIES WITH NEW LIDAR MAPPING

We search for models of distinctive human biocultural evolutionary processes through transdisciplinary
studies of purely aboriginal complex societies that developed out of Eurasia for millennia, particularly in the
New World. Since they formed independently without the influence of the Old World civilizations until
European contact, we expect to extract evolving behavioral characteristics of Homo sapiens through time.
We particularly focus on human’s uniquely developed cognitive systems through which we conceptualize,
categorize, and often quantify time, space, nature, and societies (ourselves). We record ancient ritual centers
and/or cities three-dimensionally with newly developed mapping systems to elucidate ideological,
technological, and social advances as materialized. Combining detailed and precise maps created by drone-
lidar, Slam-lidar, scanner, or photogrammetry devices, with archaeological information, we apply them to our
enhanced archaeoastronomy programs to better understand how humans developed cognitive systems to
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meaningfully divide and quantify time and space, often in relation to astronomical movements creating
calendar systems, and finally located the nature and societies in them. We hope to ambitiously discuss the
themes with experts in brain sciences, evolutionary psychology, and astronomy, among other related natural
and social sciences.

[240] Symposium -REASSESSING CHUPICUARO-CUICUILCO RELATIONSHIPS IN LIGHT
OF CERAMIC PRODUCTION (FORMATIVE MESOAMERICA)

This session focuses on the relationships between two Formative cultural cores: Chupicuaro in the Lerma
valley and Cuicuilco in the Basin of Mexico, exploring the ceramic materials. In order to clarify the nature and
intensity of these relationships, this symposium presents the first results of an interdisciplinary research
project (CHUPICERAM) that focuses on the ceramic production processes, from the raw materials
acquisition strategy to the finished product. A range of complementary tools used by archaeology, geology,
and physico-chemical sciences are mobilized in order to identify the raw material provenance, define the
manufacturing methods and recipes, and retrace the possible circulation networks. The methodical
comparative approach is based on a representative sampling and integrating recent archaeological
assemblages from the Chupicuaro region, and museum collections built up during excavations carried out in
the first half of the twentieth century, both in Chupicuaro and Cuicuilco. These collections are evaluated with
high-performance instrumentation adapted to sherds and/or complete objects: techno-stylistic study based on
the analytical tool of chaine opératoire, petrographic and mineralogical characterization, a wide range of
chemical analyses, and a full set of noninvasive techniques. The crossing of all these data will make it possible
to overcome the limits induced by stylistic analogies.

[241] Symposium - THE BIOARCHAEOLOGY OF THE PHALERON CEMETERY, ARCHAIC
GREECE: CURRENT RESEARCH AND INSIGHTS

The Phaleron Bioarchaeological Project explores the complex lifeways of Archaic Greece during a particularly
volatile period, which culminated in the formation of Athens as a polis and a complex democracy. One of the
largest known cemeteries of ancient Greece, the Phaleron cemetery was in use from the eighth to fourth
century BCE and was situated outside the boundaries and walls of Athens. It was located approximately 4 km
southwest of the Acropolis near the port of Faliro, which served Athens during this period. Between 2012
and 2017, approximately 2,000 burials were excavated by Dr. Stella Chryssoulaki of the Ephorate of
Antiquities of West Attica, Piraeus, and Islands. Most of these burials were simple pit burials, but other
common forms include cists, jars, and cremations. This cemetery is also known for the interment of shackled,
executed individuals in graves of varied size. As the individuals from Phaleron cemetery are the first to be
systematically studied from the Archaic period, this project has the unique opportunity to not only explore
the lived experiences of this non-elite population but also consider the impact of fluctuating socioeconomic,
political, and cultural conditions during the creation and implementation of democracy and the rise of
classical Athens.

[242] Symposium -WATER MANAGEMENT IN THE ANDES: PAST, PRESENT, AND
FUTURE

Water is fundamental for life on earth, and, across the Andes, its fluctuating availability shaped the
development of a broad range of hydraulic technologies. The vertical landscapes of this tropical mountain
range saw surface runoff channeled from the high Cordilleras to broaden hydraulic catchments, water
retention in lakes and wetlands feeding wide-ranging and complex interconnected canal systems, and
groundwater dug up for sunken fields and wachaque systems across salinity gradients. Based on applicability,
this session showcases the potential lessons for the present from the past hydraulic technologies. Therefore,
this symposium sits at the interface of technology, ecology, and civilization. We call for papers that
demonstrate current thinking on Andean hydraulic technology from perspectives including, but not limited to
(1) developments in water harnessing technologies; (2) climate and environmental change adaptation in the
past, including synching of cultural and environmental change; (3) dormant infrastructure restoration as low-
cost measures to adapt to present impacts of climate change; and (4) studies on water symbolism in
iconography, mortuary, and public ritual.
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[243] Symposium -ARQUEOLOGIA COLABORATIVA EN LOS ANDES: CASOS DE
ESTUDIOS Y REFLEXIONES

La arqueologia colaborativa parte de una auto-reflexion critica que fomenta cuestionar el impacto de la
arqueologia en las comunidades vivas que rodean los sitios arqueolégicos o espacios patrimoniales. Este tipo
de arqueologia promueve la incorporacion de un componente ético y dialogante entre la praxis de la
arqueologia y los intereses, necesidades y expectativas de las comunidades donde se investiga (Colwell-
Chanthaphonh y Ferguson 2008; Meskell, Sibongile y Van Damme 2008). Es asi, que esta sesion tiene el
objetivo de reflexionar y debatir sobre la relacion entre los sitios arqueolégicos y las comunidades vinculadas.
Se invitan iniciativas centradas en diferentes partes de América Latina que presenten experiencias
colaborativas que permitan generar un debate académico sobre el rol que juegan los sitios patrimoniales y,
arquedlogas y arquedlogos en el contexto regional y nacional. Este debate nos permitira discutir la
vinculacion entre arqueologia, patrimonio, derechos culturales, desigualdad, manejo territorial, urbanismo,
entre otros. Igualmente, se incentiva las propuestas de casos de estudio donde a través de educacion
patrimonial, arqueologia comunitaria, arqueologia publica, o una combinacion de estas, los espacios
patrimoniales hayan fomentado sinergias entre diferentes actores interesados, municipalidades, voluntarios,
grupos de vecinos, comunidades descendientes, instituciones educativas, entre otros.

[244] Symposium - INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES TO ROCK ART
DOCUMENTATION, RESEARCH, AND ANALYSIS

(SPONSORED BY ROCK ART INTEREST GROUP)

Current rock art research is interdisciplinary, drawing methods from various fields and knowledge from
multiple lines of evidence. These approaches augment and enhance rock art documentation, offer new
strategies for effective site management, and facilitate new interpretive insights for rock art provinces around
the world. This Rock Art Interest Group—sponsored session provides a forum to share recent rock art
research from a wide range of topics that help us to better understand and contextualize rock art, including
interpretive analyses, iconographic comparisons, photogrammetric and imaging techniques, Indigenous
knowledge, landscape-based approaches, spatial analysis, and radiocarbon dating. The presenters in this
symposium will discuss rock art from a global perspective, including regions within the USA, Mexico, Ireland,
Oman, Australia, and Guatemala to offer a shared understanding of rock art research.

[245] Symposium -ISLANDS AROUND AFRICA: STATE-OF-THE-ART AND FUTURE
DIRECTIONS

Inspired by recent publications, notably Mitchell’s long-anticipated and much-needed “African Islands: A
Comparative Archaeology,” this session seeks to bring together leading research that centralizes the
contribution of, and future directions in, African island archaeology. Africa has relatively few islands compared
to other continents. However, Africa’s islands have been central to the cultural, material, political, and
socioeconomic growth of the continent in the past, and remain so today. Presentations that promote and
showcase the rigorous work that has brought to light the enduring influence of Africa’s islands on the
continent and the wider world are encouraged. Presentations are welcome across thematic topics but may
emphasize the long history of island cultural development, environmental outcomes of archaeological
research, the impacts of colonialism on African society, the dynamic and influential role of religion, cuisine,
and craft on island culture, the maritime context as a mechanism for connecting African islands to the world,
and how molecular studies are helping reshape our knowledge of the fascinating islands that circumvent the
continent. Speakers are encouraged to devote some time to discussing how to continue renewing and
reinvigorating interest in the region’s islands, as well as future directions for research.

[246] Symposium - THE MARKING AND MAKING OF SOCIAL PERSONS: EMBODIED
UNDERSTANDINGS IN THE ARCHAEOLOGIES OF CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENCE
In the last 30 years, the archaeology of childhood and adolescence has gained traction to become an
effervescent part of the broader discipline of archaeology. Childhood is a crucial period of life in which
identity is formed as a dialogic process of social, environmental, material, spiritual, and cultural
entanglements. This session examines embodied perspectives of children and/or adolescent experiences in
archaeology, recognizing the body as a key site for ways of becoming, social practices, rites of passage, and
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cultural transmission and its reworkings. In line with many earlier studies of childhood in the past, this session
is multidisciplinary in nature, combining biological and social approaches. It is also rooted in critical, reflexive
approaches to social lives in antiquity. In particular, it seeks to emphasize the diversity, temporality, and
intersectionality of the making of social persons in the past that considers the dynamics of sex, gender,
kinship, community affiliations, and, of course, age.

[247] Symposium - INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH INTO THE LATE PLEISTOCENE OF
EUROPE

Recent years have seen a rise in cross-disciplinary research into the Late Pleistocene from across Europe
including paleogenomics, stable isotopes, remote sensing, and paleoproteomics. These techniques sit
alongside traditional paleoanthropological and archaeological methodologies where the fusion of traditional
and novel approaches leads to new and cutting-edge research. The Late Pleistocene is a crucial period for
understanding biocultural interactions, movement, and population dynamics between Neanderthals and
modern humans, as well as interesting and, at the moment, still poorly understood aspects of various Upper
Paleolithic peoples. These new techniques, combined with standard archaeological approaches, are
particularly well suited to addressing questions about how, when, and perhaps why these groups may have
interacted, as well as when and where certain cultural innovations appeared.

[248] Symposium -ANCIENT MESOAMERICAN AND ANDEAN CITIES: OLD DEBATES,
NEW PERSPECTIVES

Over the past 20 years, archaeologists working in the Andes and Mesoamerica have broadened the
definitions on urbanism and emphasized the social, political, and economic relations within and between
urban settlements. Urban centers in these regions developed much differently from other parts of the world
and as such do not conform to Western notions of urbanism. This has prompted the use of new theories,
technologies, and methods. Participants in this session revisit perennial questions and debates in Americanist
urban archaeology and consider how our understanding of urbanism has changed over the last 20 years. In
the process, contributors might also highlight both methodological and technological innovations, the
diversity of urban forms and life in ancient Mesoamerica and the Andes, and how such spaces were
constituted, experienced, or perceived in the past. Themes to be explored include, among other things, the
economic foundations of cities; the spatial organization of urban centers, including dispersed and low-density
urbanism; the materiality of urban places and things; urban planning and infrastructures; social arrangements;
identities and inequalities; the relational aspects of urban-rural assemblages; and the dynamics and tensions
between top-down and bottom-up political processes.

[249] Symposium ‘- INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES IN ZOOARCHAEOLOGY:
ADDRESSING BIG QUESTIONS WITH ANCIENT ANIMALS

(SPONSORED BY ZOOARCHAEOLOGICAL INTEREST GROUP [ZIG])

Zooarchaeology is a powerful subfield in archaeology that can provide critical information on a wide range of
topics including past foodway practices, ancient environments, taphonomic conditions of a site, and the
nature of religious and social organizations of the past. Indeed, the analysis of faunal remains is an inherent
part of archaeological research, providing vital insights into past peoples and societies. Contemporary
archaeological research has become increasingly interdisciplinary through the integration of disparate
datasets, perspectives, and techniques from outside disciplines. VWhat can we learn about how human
activities shaped past ecosystems through the integration of faunal and ecological datasets? What does the
historic and archaeological record tell us about past societies? And how do community-based research
methods help answer archaeology’s big questions? The goal of this session is to highlight creative approaches
that address fundamental questions about past societies and human culture that cannot be answered by
zooarchaeology alone.

[250] Symposium -CRAFTING ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRACTICE IN AFRICA AND BEYOND:
CELEBRATING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ANN B. STAHL TO GLOBAL ARCHAEOLOGY
Over the last four decades, Ann B. Stahl has been at the leading edge of Africanist and Americanist
archaeology. Through a series of multiple, overlapping engagements across theoretical and methodological
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registers, Stahl has crafted a new kind of archaeological practice that is simultaneously community-engaged,
theoretically innovative, and future-oriented. In this session, we reflect on her intellectual improvisations and
how they emerged out of a commitment to community-based, long-term fieldwork in Banda, Ghana. We
consider the “communities of archaeological practice” inspired and built through Ann’s work and mentorship,
as well as their implications for the direction of archaeology as a whole. Key themes include (1) how pasts,
presents, and futures mingle in archaeological and digital worlds; (2) interdisciplinary engagements with
materiality; (3) global entanglements and taste; (4) relationality and communities of practice; and (5)
archaeology and education.

[251] Symposium -“THE CENTER AND THE EDGE”: HOW THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF
BELIZE IS FOUNDATIONAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE ANCIENT MAYA

In 1841, following his first historic trip to the Maya World, John Lloyd Stephens commented that between
Belize City and the “inhabited part of Central America is a wilderness, unbroken even by an Indian path” and
that “residence there is more confining than living on an island” (1841:19). While spectacular architectural
remains and carved monuments pertaining to the ancient Maya were almost immediately recorded in the
center of the Yucatan Peninsula, coastal areas like Belize had yet to yield similar results. Thus, many early
archaeologists automatically assumed that what became the modern country of Belize was peripheral or, at
best, on the edge of ancient Maya development. For many researchers in the Maya area, especially in modern
countries surrounding Belize, this perspective continues to be espoused with little attention being paid to the
Belizean archaeological data. Yet, the archaeology that has been undertaken in Belize has contributed
disproportionately and significantly to our collective knowledge of ancient Maya civilization. This session
highlights the many contributions that Belizean archaeology has made to the broader area of Maya studies
and demonstrates how research in Belize has been at the leading edge of scholarly debates on ancient Maya
prehistory.

[252] Symposium -BRINGING THE PAST TO LIFE, PART |: PAPERS IN HONOR OF JOHN
M. D. POHL

This double symposium brings together a select group of archaeologists, ethnohistorians, museum
professionals, and social justice advocates who have either collaborated with John M. D. Pohl directly or took
inspiration from his remarkable half-century career. A trailblazer in the study of Mixtec, Nahua, and Zapotec
civilizations of southern Mexico, Dr. Pohl is equally noted for bringing the ancient Indigenous past of the
Americas to life through his numerous publications, collaborative field research, codical studies, blockbuster
exhibitions, film and media production, dazzling artwork, and not least his inspired teaching at various
universities across the United States. The panels are organized around two fundamental areas that reflect
John Pohl’s interdisciplinary endeavors, the first in scholarship and the second in media and advocacy. The
speakers are both current and former students together with emerging and senior scholars who are
currently engaged in innovative research ranging from investigations into the Classic, Postclassic, and colonial
cultural transformations across Mexico, Guatemala, and the United States; the use of cutting-edge
technologies in the field and lab; digital media in museums and architectural reconstructions; and Indigenous
representation in the public interpretation of their cultural histories.

[253] Symposium -*SE BIG DATA AND BIGGER QUESTIONS: PAPERS IN HONOR OF
DAVID G. ANDERSON

This symposium celebrates the career and contributions of David G. Anderson to North American
archaeology and beyond. From humble beginnings as a technician in contract archaeology, to the National
Park Service, and ultimately his professorship at the University of Tennessee, Dave has had a big impact on
the field, his friends and colleagues, and students at every scale of measure. Spanning the peopling of the
Americas to the historic period, he has left an indelible mark on the field of archaeology in both the cultural
resource management (CRM) and academic realms. Beginning with his early work on big CRM projects, such
as Richard B. Russell and Fort Polk, to his later developments of big archaeological datasets, such as the
Paleoindian Database of the Americas (PIDBA) and the Digital Index of North American Archaeology
(DINAA), Dave has pursued ever bigger questions about the past throughout his storied career, elevating the
field and all those around him.
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[254] Symposium -DEMOCRATIZING HERITAGE CREATION: HOW-TO AND WHEN
(SPONSORED BY HERITAGE VALUES INTEREST GROUP)

After decades of calls for change, archaeologists are addressing the need to change our practice around
knowledge production in profound ways. Archaeological practice has benefited from collaborating with
diverse stakeholders and descendant communities in producing narratives around heritage. However, this can
be difficult to accomplish in compliance-based work, and few archaeologists are trained to do this work. If
done well, it can lead to a more democratic production of knowledge around heritage. Democratizing
heritage production involves shifting power dynamics in who “rules” over the creation of narratives and
investing authority in the “people” or descendant communities. Because of archaeology’s roots in colonialism,
democratizing heritage is no easy task. Participants in this session provide examples of how they have
employed democratic methodologies to disciplinary practice in all stages of a project and continuing after
funding has ended. These case studies offer practical, how-to advice for academic and compliance-based
projects.

[255] Symposium -CERAMICS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCIENCES 2024

(SPONSORED BY SOCIETY FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCIENCES)

The Ceramics and Archaeological Sciences is a welcoming venue for presenting research and insight on all
aspects of ceramic analysis, production, consumption, and trade and their economic, political, social,
aesthetic, cosmological, and phenomenological implications. Ceramics are one of humanity’s most durable
products. The abundant geological presence, variability, and plasticity of their main ingredient—clay—have
afforded humans in diverse world areas and times remarkable creativity and space for social expression
through its manufacturing process. As a result, they are invaluable to scholars in answering diverse research
questions supported by archaeological sciences, anthropological methods, and theories. In this session,
supported by the Society for Archaeological Sciences, participants will approach these questions and present
new data on ceramics, methodological applications, and theoretical insights.

[256] Symposium -ADVANCES IN MACROBOTANICAL AND MICROBOTANICAL
ARCHAEOBOTANY PART |

(SPONSORED BY ARCHAEOBOTANY INTEREST GROUP)

This symposium, sponsored by the Archaeobotany Interest Group, provides a forum for the dissemination of
recent methodological and theoretical innovations in both macrobotanical and microbotanical archaeobotany.
Papers in this symposium span time and world regions and address the full range of research questions
explored in archaeobotany, in order to display the current state of the field. The symposium welcomes the
work of early-career scholars and established researchers alike, and invites presentations from academic,
public, community, and compliance archaeology. The goal of this session is to explore recent developments in
the study of human-plant interactions, and we welcome papers that highlight new archaeological case studies
or new analytical techniques.

[257] Symposium -EXPERIMENTAL PEDAGOGIES: TEACHING THROUGH
EXPERIMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY PART I

Experimental archaeology has become a burgeoning field that has answered significant questions about human
experience driven by the same curiosity, ingenuity, and creativity that allowed our ancestors to thrive. It has
also captured the public imagination and provides thousands with a tangible link to a multitude of imagined
pasts. This session aims to explore how archaeologists create those tangible links through experiential
learning in the classroom, our communities, and our research sites. Papers will focus on the role of
experimental archaeology in teaching students, stakeholders, and the general public about the activities of the
archaeological past.

[258] Symposium -ACTIVATING HERITAGE: ENCOURAGING SUBSTANTIVE PRACTICES
FOR A JUST FUTURE

Heritage isn’t a static reflection of some real (or imagined) past. Heritage does things: it engenders
community, teaches history, celebrates diversity; it can also exclude people, reproduce ideologies, and create
silences. Heritage is not a thing in itself but rather a set of relations (to the past and each other) that act on
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and in the world. Nor is heritage beholden to the conventional disciplinary boundaries of archaeology.
Instead, it puts archaeology to work in the world. Recognizing heritage’s role as a nexus of social action, this
session asks how archaeologists can engage in more substantive heritage practices that aim to dismantle
systems of oppression and actualize a more just future. Individual papers present Indigenous and descendant
community collaborations, projects that help transcend histories of conflict, and work that brings to light
oppressed and silenced narratives. Contributors also offer critiques on archaeology itself, the limitations of
heritage work, and the importance of redressing its failures. Reflecting on how archaeologists can and should
conduct their work, the papers in this session generally share a pragmatic view that emphasizes not only how
heritage does act in the world but how it might act more readily toward consciously anti-oppressive and even
liberatory aims.

[259] Symposium -PAST HUMAN-SHARK INTERACTIONS

Shark remains from archaeological sites are not normally focused on, and this symposium will address that
study gap. We bring together zooarchaeologists whose research has included sharks to stimulate idea
exchange and further the field as a whole. Sharks were eaten, their vertebrae were used as beads and
pendants, their skin used as shagreen, and their teeth were used in weaponry, jewelry, and as magico-
religious items. Shark teeth in particular were traded to inland areas. Capture methods were unique among
fin-fishers and included a range of unique fishing gear such as large wooden hooks, small dugout canoes, and
sometimes shark rattles. Although most sharks were captured from warmer marine waters, some were also
caught in more temperate areas, and so this symposium will appeal to a wide range of archaeologists.

[260] Symposium - THE COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE REVISITED: ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND
ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES ON EURASIAN DOMESTICATES IN THE
AMERICAS

(SPONSORED BY AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION ARCHAEOLOGY DIVISION)

Over the past millennia, human communities around the globe have been profoundly impacted by increasing
reliance on and entanglement with a broad range of domestic animals. In Eurasia, the early domestication of
livestock like cattle, pigs, and caprines and more recent events like the domestication of horse in the Black
Sea region, have conditioned diet, material culture, mobility, and worldview. Over the past few centuries, the
spread of Eurasian domesticates into the Americas has occurred alongside the expansion of European
colonialism—at times reinforcing the colonial project, and at other times facilitating Indigenous sovereignty
and resistance. The expansion of these species in these new regions, and their adaptation to and adoption by
Indigenous cultures, has often been partially chronicled in the historical record, positioning faunal analysis as
an important source of insights into this key transition. This session will explore the dispersals of domestic
animals in the Western Hemisphere and their roles in both colonial and Indigenous spheres through a
zooarchaeological and anthropological perspective.

[261] Symposium - THE BOLONCHEN REGIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT: 25
YEARS OF RESEARCH IN THE PUUC

The Bolonchen Regional Archaeological Project (BRAP) will complete its twenty-fifth year of research in the
Puuc Region of the northern Maya lowlands in 2024. Codirected by Tomas Gallareta Negron, William Ringle,
and George ]. Bey lll, the BRAP has addressed a wide range of issues relating to the development and
evolution of social complexity in the Puuc. Project findings have demonstrated that monumentality emerged
in the region as early as 800 BC and that the Puuc experienced its own trajectory of demographic ebbs and
flows up through a Terminal Classic period population boom. Extensive lidar coverage has ushered in a new
phase of research, expanding the territorial and theoretical scopes of the project. Pursuing an integrative and
extensive regionwide approach, the BRAP has overseen investigations at the sites of Kiuic, Xocnaceh,
Yaxhom, Huntichmul, Muluchtzekel, Kom, and Paso del Macho, among others. Beyond its scholarly
contributions, the BRAP has implemented a community engagement and environmental stewardship approach
through its management of the Kaxil Kiuic Biocultural Reserve. In this session, BRAP-affiliated archaeologists
review research milestones, present syntheses of findings from 25 years of research, and offer a vision for the
next quarter-century of archaeological investigations in the Puuc region.
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[262] General Session - ARCHAIC PERIOD IN THE WESTERN UNITED STATES

[263] General Session - ARCHAEOLOGICAL LANDSCAPES, HUMAN-ENVIRONMENT
RELATIONS, AND SOCIAL RELATIONS IN OCEANIA AND AUSTRALIA

[264] Poster Session ‘-ICONOGRAPHY, RITUAL, AND RELIGION
[265] Poster Session ‘LITHIC ANALYSIS PART I
[266] Poster Session ‘LITHIC ANALYSIS PART Il

[267] Poster Session :CULTURAL RESOURCES AND HERITAGE MANAGEMENT AROUND
THE WORLD

[268] Poster Session ‘WHAT’S ON THE MENU? PART Ill: FAUNAL ANALYSIS AND
OTHER ANIMAL PRODUCTS

[269] Poster Session ‘ CULTURAL RESOURCES AND HERITAGE MANAGEMENT IN THE
AMERICAS

[270] Poster Session -MARS GENERAL MILITARY CRM POSTER SESSION

(SPONSORED BY MILITARY ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES STEWARDSHIP INTEREST GROUP)

The Department of Defense’s responsibility of cultural resources management and stewardship is a
constantly changing and expanding challenge. As a federal agency, regulatory compliance, particularly the
stewardship of archaeological resources, is a primary concern for DoD cultural resource management within
a changing military environment of mission directives, goals, and challenges. Researchers within and outside of
the DoD offer expertise and interest that can significantly assist the agency achieve its CRM responsibilities
while maintaining military readiness.

[271] General Session ‘ETHNOARCHAEOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE IN THE
ARCHAEOLOGY OF ASIA

[272] General Session -MORTUARY ANALYSIS
[273] General Session - TEOTIHUACAN AND ITS CENTRAL MEXICAN PREDECESSORS

[274] Forum -BEYOND ACADEMIA: PRACTICING ZOOARCHAEOLOGY IN
NONACADEMIC SPACES

(SPONSORED BY ZOOARCHAEOLOGY INTEREST GROUP)

What does it mean to work as a zooarchaeologist outside of academia? In the field of cultural resource
management and other nonacademic spaces, the analysis and interpretation of faunal remains is considered a
specialized and often unnecessary type of analysis. When zooarchaeologists are working with shorter project
timelines and limited budgets, it can be a challenge to communicate the importance of zooarchaeological data
to non-practitioners. Through collaboration with academic zooarchaeologists, it is possible to build a
stronger foundation for the application of these data as a regular part of archaeological interpretation. With
testimonials from professionals who have practiced zooarchaeology in both academic and nonacademic
settings, this forum highlights the ways in which zooarchaeological method and theory can contribute to our
work as archaeologists outside of the classroom and addresses the gap between academic and nonacademic
zooarchaeology.

[275] Symposium - THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE OF WATER SUPPLIES
The Earth’s population has hit 8 billion people at the same time that our climate is changing. How will
governments ensure adequate supplies of clean water while some regions are becoming drier and others are
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experiencing increased flooding!? In this session, we present insights into the past, present, and future of
water supplies using archaeological case studies across space and time. Supplying water to populations is
often wrapped in local politics, requiring decisions as to who gets water and how much can be taken.
Oftentimes the water source is far from the consumption point, requiring control of vast territories to
ensure adequate supplies. The storage of water can be essential to a population’s resiliency, but capturing
water for future use requires engineering as well as conservation measures. Excessive consumption of water
is often a symbol of power and prestige, but it may signal that others are going thirsty. Such lessons can be
part of water heritages that teach current and future generations about the dangers of overconsumption.

[276] General Session -MESOAMERICAN CERAMICS

[277] General Session - ARCHAEOLOGIES OF POLITICAL ORGANIZATION

[278] General Session ‘HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE CARIBBEAN

[279] General Session -MISSISSIPPIAN PERIOD ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE US SOUTHEAST

[280] Forum ‘CREATING FAIR AND CAREING ZOOARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA:
CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

Zooarchaeological data is pivotal to answering the key anthropological questions, but it is derived using
research methods from across the sciences and humanities, cross-cutting all world areas, time-periods, and
cultures. It is used to understand the past while tackling the problems of the present and future. In order
reach our full potential, zooarchaeological data must be made openly available for integration across
disciplines, methods, and communities: it must be FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable).
But it is also very clear that open-access zooarchaeological data must meet ethical guidelines for inclusivity
and appropriate use, such as those defined in the CARE principles (Collective Benefit, Authority to Control,
Responsibility, Ethics). This is a tall order, but it is essential to the future of our discipline. In this discussion-
based forum, we aim to explore challenges and solutions for creating zooarchaeological data that meets the
requirements of both FAIR and CARE principles. Forum goals include to (1) provide known solutions for
some of the common challenges, (2) form collaborations to tackle challenges for which solutions are possible
in the near future, and (3) create a forum for learning about community-voiced challenges.

[281] Poster Session ‘ROCK AND ROLL (AND SOIL): GEOARCHAEOLOGY
[282] Poster Session ‘EXPERIMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY
[283] Poster Session ‘REMOTE SENSING AND GEOPHYSICS

[284] Poster Session :CERAMICS ANALYSIS PART I: TRADE, SOCIAL ORGANIZATION,
AND IDENTITY FORMATION

[285] Poster Session - CERAMICS ANALYSIS PART II: PRODUCTION, USE, AND
METHODS OF ANALYSIS

[286] Poster Session ‘WHAT’S GOING ON OUT THERE? METHODS AND FIELDWORK

[287] Poster Session :CERAMIC PETROGRAPHERS IN THE AMERICAS: RECENT
RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGICAL ADVANCES

The Ceramic Petrographers in the Americas (CPA) is a network of scholars based across North and South
America who are committed to the use and advancement of optical petrography in the analysis of ceramic
assemblages from anywhere in the world. Having maintained a consistent presence at the SAA meetings since
our first poster session back in 2018, this year’s session showcases not only what petrographic data can tell
us about the selection of raw materials and manufacturing techniques but also the wide array of additional
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characterization methods used to determine the source of those materials (e.g., neutron activation analysis,
portable X-ray fluorescence, spectroscopy, X-ray diffraction, and thermoluminescence). The research
featured here involves projects based in the southeastern and southwestern United States, Jamaica, Peru,
Colombia, Argentina, and Egypt. From the crafting of communities to geoarchaeological and chronological
applications to the potential for automating data collection, the posters in this session highlight the variety of
questions being addressed by this niche group of specialists whose expertise can never be fully replaced by
artificial intelligence.

[288] Symposium -ADVANCES IN MACROBOTANICAL AND MICROBOTANICAL
ARCHAEOBOTANY, PART Il

(SPONSORED BY ARCHAEOBOTANY INTEREST GROUP)

This symposium, sponsored by the Archaeobotany Interest Group, provides a forum for the dissemination of
recent methodological and theoretical innovations in both macrobotanical and microbotanical archaeobotany.
Papers in this symposium span time and world regions and address the full range of research questions
explored in archaeobotany in order to display the current state of the field. The symposium welcomes the
work of early-career scholars and established researchers alike, and invites presentations from academic,
public, community, and compliance archaeology. The goal of this session is to explore recent developments in
the study of human-plant interactions, and we welcome papers that highlight new archaeological case studies
or new analytical techniques.

[289] Symposium - THE CURRENT STATE OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH ACROSS
SOUTHEAST ASIA

(SPONSORED BY SOUTHEAST ASIAN ARCHAEOLOGY INTEREST GROUP)

From Myanmar to the Philippines, Southeast Asia encompasses a deep history with a wide set of cultures.
Over the last few decades, archaeological research in this area has experienced significant advancements in
terms of theoretical approaches, methodological developments, and archaeological discoveries. New and
continuing scholars and field projects have been substantially contributing to an evolving archaeological
dataset. In an endeavor to present the rapidly changing state of archaeological discourse, a collection of
scholars will discuss the progression and findings of research within their areas of interest. In this fashion, a
diversity of topics will be presented from recent archaeological fieldwork throughout Southeast Asia. This
will also assist in a continued effort to encourage a flourishing community of developing and established
scholars.

[290] Symposium -WAYS TO DO, WAYS TO INHABIT, WAYS TO INTERACT: AN
ARCHAEOLOGICAL VIEW OF COMMUNITIES AND DAILY LIFE

Archaeology reconstructs ancient daily life thought material culture. The objects, spaces, and evidence of
social interaction make the history of the people and community and are appreciable sources for the
reconstruction of social history. The study of daily life refers to the transformation of cultural forms (objects,
architecture, landscape, language, interactions) created by humans in society to satisfy their material,
emotional, and spiritual needs. The study of objects through a technological perspective provides information
about the persons, their needs, traditions, identity, and ritual economy. The study of urbanism and landscape
looks at people’s interactions in urban space and how the space is conceived, built, and inhabited by people.
Interactions are essentially communication processes involving the movement of information, people, and
even objects. In a dynamic of interaction, the cultural and information transmission process (which, in its
broadest sense, includes technological knowledge, rituals, and symbolic concepts) becomes quite complex. In
this round table we will discuss technology, language, people, landscape, urbanism, and local and long-distance
interactions from different theoretical perspectives in West Mexico. The objective is to open a space for
young researchers to present new proposals to get closer to the knowledge and understanding the past.

[291] Symposium -MOUNTAINS, RAIN, AND TECHNIQUES OF GOVERNANCE IN
MESOAMERICA

Mountain shrine sites have a deep history in Mesoamerica going back to the Preclassic and likely earlier.
Along with the widespread proliferation of intensive agriculture, mountain sites such as Chalcatzingo appear
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to be related to rain rituals, human sacrifice, and perhaps even the kinds of warfare that might produce
sacrificial victims. These mountain sites often feature excellent vistas from which trade routes can be
monitored visually, game-identified, and enemies checked. According to research over the last two decades,
it is clear that Teotihuacan built up these sites as a technique of governance during its expansion into Oaxaca,
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, the Yucatan Peninsula, and perhaps points west. The mountain or hill sites tend
to relate to Tlaloc and rain rituals, warfare, obsidian, and prime lookouts, a trend also common for the Early
Classic Maya. The Postclassic peoples of Central Mexico, such as the Aztecs, may have carried on these
traditions. Our session explores the proposed patterns as culture-specific or pan-Mesoamerican in nature via
comparisons of site and artifact data from throughout Mesoamerica but with a special focus on Teotihuacan
Expansion during the Classic period.

[292] Lightning Round -ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF EXCELLENCE: THE MIDDLE
AMERICAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE AT TULANE UNIVERSITY

The Middle American Research Institute (MARI) at Tulane University has had the mission of developing
innovative research, promoting responsible stewardship, and increasing appreciation for the indigenous
cultures of Mexico and Central America since its inception in 1924. As evidenced by its 100-year history of
groundbreaking scholarly efforts, it is one of the oldest academic institutions in the United States focusing on
indigenous cultures of Mexico and Central America. MARI began supporting archaeological, ethnographic, and
linguistic research in Mesoamerica through projects, expeditions, and field surveys in the 1920s. These
traditions have continued without interruption to the present day. One of MARI’s primary responsibilities, in
addition to research, has been the proper care of the irreplaceable and one-of-a-kind archaeological and
ethnological collections entrusted to it. It has also amassed an invaluable archive of documents, photographs,
drawings, and notes that shed light on the professionalization of anthropological disciplines in North America.
This lightning-round session includes comments from students, researchers, and colleagues who have been
inspired, encouraged, and aided by the Institute’s support of a diverse and interdisciplinary approach to the
study of Mesoamerica.

[293] Symposium - TRANSFORMATIONS IN PROFESSIONAL ARCHAEOLOGY

Our profession is rapidly changing. Professional archaeology is currently amid a period of significant
transformation. This symposium addresses the current changes in professional archaeology brought on by the
effects of social justice movements, inclusion/diversity/equity initiatives, projected and current labor shortages
in the private sector/consultant spaces, increased collaboration with descendant communities, prioritized
safety in workplaces, disconnects between formal education/training and professional skills/responsibilities,
our contribution to climate change, sustainability, and resiliency policy, infrastructure legislation and the
effects on CRM/HRM industry, the focus on wellness in career management, the renewed emphasis on
professional conduct and accountability, and changing views of mental health including substance use
disorders. The impacts of the above, among other current issues, are resulting in a sea change for our
profession and our careers. This session aims to give voice to some of these topics and the effect on the
profession of archaeology—today and into the future. This is not a symposium about theoretical trends in
archaeology but rather about the forces shaping professional archaeology today.

[294] Symposium -EXPERIMENTAL PEDAGOGIES: TEACHING THROUGH
EXPERIMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY PART Il

Experimental archaeology has become a burgeoning field that has answered significant questions about human
experience driven by the same curiosity, ingenuity, and creativity that allowed our ancestors to thrive. It has
also captured the public imagination and provides thousands with a tangible link to a multitude of imagined
pasts. This session aims to explore how archaeologists create those tangible links through experiential
learning in the classroom, our communities, and our research sites. Papers will focus on the role of
experimental archaeology in teaching students, stakeholders, and the general public about the activities of the
archaeological past.
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[295] Symposium -“THE CENTER AND THE EDGE”: HOW THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF
BELIZE IS FOUNDATIONAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE ANCIENT MAYA, PART I

In 1841, following his first historic trip to the Maya World, John Lloyd Stephens commented that between
Belize City and the “inhabited part of Central America is a wilderness, unbroken even by an Indian path” and
that “residence there is more confining than living on an island” (Stephens 1841:19). While spectacular
architectural remains and carved monuments pertaining to the ancient Maya were almost immediately
recorded in the center of the Yucatan Peninsula, coastal areas like Belize had yet to yield similar results.
Thus, many early archaeologists automatically assumed that what became the modern country of Belize was
peripheral or, at best, on the edge of ancient Maya development. For many researchers in the Maya area,
especially in modern countries surrounding Belize, this perspective continues to be espoused with little
attention being paid to the Belizean archaeological data. Yet, the archaeology that has been undertaken in
Belize has contributed disproportionately and significantly to our collective knowledge of ancient Maya
civilization. This session highlights the many contributions that Belizean archaeology has made to the broader
area of Maya studies and demonstrates how research in Belize has been at the leading edge of scholarly
debates on ancient Maya prehistory.

[296] Symposium - THE PROBLEM OF THE MONUMENT: WIDENING PERSPECTIVES ON
MONUMENTALITY IN THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE ISTHMO-COLOMBIAN AREA

The first millennium CE witnessed incipient forms of monumental traces across landscapes of the Isthmo-
Colombian Area, from parts of Honduras to Colombia. Still today, mounds and rock art remain the most
visible traces of indigenous pasts. This symposium brings together recent research from various parts of this
area and with different archaeological foci. The symposium is intended to capture a wider scope of the notion
of monumentality, going beyond form and history to include studies that expand into discussions of durable
traces, such as rock art, larger geomorphological features, and crossing over between material categories as,
for example, stone, sediments, aquatic environments, and particular biotic spheres. The symposium asks if
such features human-made or human-regarded are also monumental by positing that such durable traces
define or make spaces. By doing so, the symposium intends to argue that the physical surroundings of Central
America and Colombia were filled with natural features and physical forms that recalled time, as things from
earlier, and structured human movement, as orienting way signs.

[297] Symposium -BUILDING BRIDGES: PAPERS IN HONOR OF TERESITA MAJEWSKI
Inspired by Teresita Majewski’s many contributions to the discipline of archaeology—especially in the areas of
historical archaeology and cultural resource management—the papers in this session advance our
understanding of pivotal issues in those fields. Contributors explore the central themes of Majewski’s work,
including questions about variation in ceramics, food heritage and food tourism, colonialism, consumerism,
collections management, tribal consultation, and the ethical and practical challenges facing the global industry
of heritage management. Reflecting on her legacy of professional service and mentorship, these papers also
consider how much this “invisible work” has and continues to shape our field.

[298] Symposium -IN DEFENSE OF EVERYTHING! CONSTRUCTIVE ENGAGEMENTS
WITH GRAEBER AND WENGROW’S PROVOCATIVE CONTRIBUTION

“The Dawn of Everything” by David Graeber and David Wengrow has been one of the most widely read and
impactful archaeological books published in recent years. The book has been enthusiastically received by the
general public but has received both praise and criticism within the academic community. Many critiques of
the book have focused on specific disagreements with respect to the ethnographic or archaeological record,
rather than discussing the book’s main arguments and theoretical contributions. In this session we seek to
engage with the book’s overarching ideas and move forward its core claims for the diversity of human social
organization and lived experiences. We bring together scholars from around the world who have found the
book’s claims both provocative and useful. We hope that participants will not only discuss the book’s
arguments but also expand these concepts to other archaeological cases. Our goal is to build constructive
criticism and foster an engaging discussion that moves these concepts and contributions forward toward a
better understanding of our shared past and wider understandings of the possibilities for future forms of
social relations.
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[299] Symposium -BEYOND BORDERS AT THE END OF A MILLENNIUM: LIFE IN THE
WESTERN ANDES CIRCA 500-50 BCE

Borders and boundaries—political, temporal, environmental, stylistic—have shaped the trajectory of Andean
archaeology. While archaeologists seek to communicate beyond such boundaries, the late Early Horizon/Final
Formative (ca. 500/400-200/50 BCE) remains a period in Andean history in which geographic boundaries
continue to shape dialogue. This session moves beyond the invisible boundaries and opens dialogue across
western South America. The only boundary suggested for this session is to address contexts dating to part of
the ca. 500/400-200/50 BCE date range. Generally, findings on this time range have identified intensification
of trade, exchange, and migration; marked differences in food patterns, metallurgy, and craft work (beyond
gold); increased fortifications; and the emergence of social inequality. This session seeks to move beyond
relationships with / events following the collapse of Chavin. It is productive to identify what groups shared
across the Andes to truly appreciate their local differences and what those differences mean for the
trajectory of Andean history. This session brings archaeologists of various regions, specialties, and countries
together to explore the commonalities and differences beyond temporal, political, environmental, and stylistic
boundaries to have regionally robust dialogue.

[300] Symposium -HUMAN REMAINS IN THE MARKETPLACE AND BEYOND: MYTHS
AND REALITIES OF MONITORING, GRAPPLING WITH, AND ANTHROPOLOGIZING
THE ILLICIT TRADE IN A POST-HARVARD WORLD

Human remains as curios have a long history. Following recent revelations about and arrests for trading in
donated individuals’ remains from medical institutions, the archaeological component of the human remains
trade is again under scrutiny. Scholars have researched isolated aspects of this illicit trade, often focusing on
Indigenous remains, case studies, and broad issues of the commaodification of these items. This symposium
gathers diverse perspectives on these issues that analyze and contextualize this trade, reviewing existing and
proposed new means for monitoring and stemming the human remains market, particularly relating to
elements derived from archaeological and cemetery contexts. Individual presentations include ethical
considerations of the human remains marketplace; analytical examinations of various human remains markets;
grappling with anthropology’s own troubled past with regard to human remains; fitting traded remains into a
biohistorical narrative; identifying and consulting descendant communities regarding proper treatment and
disposition of remains; and fitting the marketplace within legal schemes to ensure that enforcement occurs.
Discussions of these efforts among the broader changes occurring in anthropology and bioarchaeology, the
trafficking of human remains is again ripe for consideration to ensure that enough protection of these
remains exist and that their humanity does not get lost during commodification.

[301] Symposium - THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF PROPERTY REGIMES

Under what conditions do property regimes come to be defined? What precipitates their emergence,
transformation, or collapse? What kinds of property regimes facilitate sustainable resource management?
Under which kinds is sustainability unachievable? Here we engage with a wide body of work on property
regimes (including themes of land tenure, property rights, common pool resources, etc.) and leverage the
archaeological record to facilitate a comparative perspective on, and to productively theorize, long-term
histories of resource governance. Property regimes are arrangements that define rules, distribute rights, and
delineate roles with respect to particular goods. These arrangements are often formalized through key
institutions responsible for the management of resources, whether lineages, councils, communities, or more
complex forms of government and bureaucracy. Variability in the management of resources can be measured
across (1) the resources or goods being managed (e.g., abundance, distribution, labor requirements) and (2)
the characteristics of key institutions through which rules, roles, and rights are determined. Through these
two dimensions, property regimes can be formally assessed and compared. How open or closed are they?
What are their degrees of flexibility, stringency, durability? Are they structured from the top down or
bottom up? What are the ecological contexts!? How are regimes enforced?
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[302] Symposium -BRINGING THE PAST TO LIFE, PART 2: PAPERS IN HONOR OF JOHN
M. D. POHL

This double symposium brings together a select group of archaeologists, ethnohistorians, museum
professionals, and social justice advocates who have either collaborated with John M. D. Pohl directly or took
inspiration from his remarkable half-century career. A trailblazer in the study of Mixtec, Nahua, and Zapotec
civilizations of southern Mexico, Dr. Pohl is equally noted for bringing the ancient Indigenous past of the
Americas to life through his numerous publications, collaborative field research, codical studies, blockbuster
exhibitions, film and media production, dazzling artwork, and not least his inspired teaching at various
universities across the United States. The panels are organized around two fundamental areas that reflect
John Pohl’s interdisciplinary endeavors, the first in scholarship and the second in media and advocacy. The
speakers are both current and former students together with emerging and senior scholars who are
currently engaged in innovative research ranging from investigations into the Classic, Postclassic, and colonial
cultural transformations across Mexico, Guatemala, and the United States; the use of cutting-edge
technologies in the field and lab; digital media in museums and architectural reconstructions; and Indigenous
representation in the public interpretation of their cultural histories.

[303] Symposium ‘ENTANGLED LEGACIES: HUMAN, FOREST, AND TREE DYNAMICS
Globally, communities have often surrounded their everyday habitats, their sociopolitical centers, their burial
grounds, and their sacred sites with symbolic and/or economically useful trees and plants. Archaeological
perspectives demonstrate how cultural land use was a driver of ecosystem change through time. For
example, forests once considered “wild” are now in many regions seen as the direct reflection of past human
activity, as communities actively managed forested foodsheds and woodlands with important economic use.
In other instances, trees can remain the longest lasting legacy of otherwise short-term occupations. This
session gathers scholars of diverse regions of the world and temporal foci who apply varied data sources
(archaeological, anthropological, and historical or a combination thereof) to speak to the importance of
particular tree species for ceremonial and/or quotidian use or to the management of forests as cultural and
natural landscapes. Papers highlight particular methods (e.g., GIS, anthracology, botanical surveys, pollen
analysis, community engagement), theoretical perspectives (e.g., nonhuman object agency, historical ecology),
and/or specific themes (settlement pattern analysis, spatial analysis, phenomenology, cultural landscapes) in
their exploration of human-forest-tree dynamics.

[304] Symposium -AD 1150 TO THE PRESENT: ANCIENT POLITICAL ECONOMY TO
CONTEMPORARY MATERIALITY—ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY IN HONOR
OF JEANNE E. ARNOLD

This symposium honors the legacy of Jeanne E. Arnold, a leading voice in California archaeology and a
remarkably impactful mentor who made an indelible impact on the field of archaeological anthropology. On
the whole, Jeanne’s scholarship reframed complex hunter-gatherer-fisher societies as not mere exceptions to
normative cultural evolutionary patterns but rather exemplars of creative social, political, and economic
strategies that defy easy generalization and complicate expectations of agriculture as requisite to the
emergence of institutionalized power differentials in and among human societies. Jeanne wrote and published
prolifically, contributing seven books and 70 articles and book chapters to myriad theory-imbued
discussions—technological innovation, craft specialization, the evolution of leadership, the organization of
household labor, apprenticeship, consumption and leisure, and contemporary materializations of meaning and
identity, among others. This impressive record of scholarship includes numerous publications with her
students as well as with scholars from a wide swath of disciplines, demonstrating a remarkable commitment
to collaborative, interdisciplinary approaches to studying the human condition. This symposium brings
together an ensemble of scholars whose collective work exemplifies the dispositions, methodological rigor,
analytic approaches, and theoretical foci pursued and championed by Jeanne E. Arnold.
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[305] Symposium -IDEAS, ETHICAL IDEALS, AND MUSEUM PRACTICE IN NORTH
AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS

(SPONSORED BY SAA COMMITTEE ON MUSEUMS, COLLECTIONS, AND CURATION)

The concepts of “collecting” and “collections” are integral both to museums and to archaeological practice,
and North American museums and repositories curate an immense quantity and variety of archaeological
material. The curation of collections and the use of collections in research, both envisioned as preservation
of the archaeological record, are enshrined in the SAA’s “Principles of Archaeological Ethics.” At the same
time and in tension with this ethical ideal, archaeology has a widely acknowledged “curation crisis” that
encompasses shortages of space, funding, and labor. Moreover, museums and the wider discipline of
archaeology struggle to develop practices that address the colonial legacies that are embodied in
archaeological collections. This session will seek explore the ideas and ideals—tacit or explicit—that underlie
archaeological collections in North American museums and repositories, how the reality of collections and
curation practice articulates with those ideas, and how understanding these ideas can help shape our
approaches to the materials in our care and the collections we accept in the future.

[306] Symposium - THE GLOBAL “IMPACT” OF PROJECTILE TECHNOLOGIES:
UPDATING METHODS AND REGIONAL OVERVIEWS OF THE INVENTION AND
TRANSMISSION OF THE SPEAR-THROWER AND THE BOW AND ARROW

(SPONSORED BY LITHIC TECHNOLOGY AND ANALYSIS)

Only hominids can effectively propel objects through space—projectile weapons have helped us occupy
nearly every ecosystem on the planet. The most radical refinement to this armament was the bow and arrow,
which is exclusive to Homo sapiens. Tracking these technologies in the past is a key challenge in global
archaeology. This worldwide session encourages large-scale comparative perspectives. We invite papers that
discuss methods, comparative baselines, and metric thresholds for more reliably identifying weapon systems
based on projectile point measurements, regional overviews on the initial invention and cultural transmission
of projectile technologies, relationships with other coincident changes (for example, demographic and
economic shifts such as domestic plants and animals), and the impact of projectile technologies on conflict
and war. In most regions, bows replaced spear-throwers, while in some regions they coexisted. Refined
chronologies are key pieces to this puzzle, which allow us to better track independent inventions, the pace of
cultural transmission, and whether other changes came before or after the initial appearance of new weapon
systems.

[307] Symposium -CURRENT RESEARCH AND CHALLENGES IN ARCTIC AND
SUBARCTIC CULTURAL HERITAGE STUDIES

In the Arctic and Subarctic, archaeological research and related field actors face similar challenges,
responsibilities, and ethical concerns, despite a diversity of regional contexts and local specificities. Various
established and early career professionals and students—archaeologists, historians, conservators, curators,
site and museum administrators, and others—are invited to share their personal experiences and reflections
regarding significant changes, current scopes and stakes, and new developments of archaeological research
and heritage management in the circumpolar regions. The papers presented in this session are a sampling of
the issues pertaining to the organization of past and ongoing research at various stages, such as elaborating
research projects and fieldwork, public outreach, data and collections management, and museum studies. We
also address recent advances in specific tools and methods that can be applied to cultural heritage studies.

[308] Symposium -BIG IDEAS TO MATCH OUR FUTURE: BIG DATA AND
MACROARCHAEOLOGY

The archaeological record is uniquely positioned to answer big questions about human cultural change due to
the vast spatial and temporal scope of the data. As such, anthropologists are increasingly analyzing and
building large comparative archaeological datasets. Such broadscale analyses and syntheses of existing work
have been proposed as key to answering questions about human behavior and evolution that are well outside
the domain of other scientific fields. However, this kind of approach presents novel challenges; from what
theories should guide our research, to how data should be collected, to how data should be analyzed and
stored for posterity. In this session we invite researchers taking macroscale approaches to studying human
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culture and behavior to present on new findings, challenges, and solutions. Our goal is to provide a summary
about the state of the art of macroscale archaeological research.

[309] General Session ‘PRECLASSIC OLMEC AND MAYA
[310] General Session -WATER RESOURCES AND WATER MANAGEMENT

[311] General Session ‘HISTORIC PERIOD ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE NORTHEASTERN
UNITED STATES

[312] General Session ‘HISTORIC PERIOD ARCHAEOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
IN THE US SOUTHEAST

[313] Forum ‘HOW TO GO FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE PROFESSION: WHAT YOU
NEED TO KNOW

Archaeology is changing. Technological advances, emerging social issues, and changes in the legal framework
are drastically changing how archaeology is practiced. The result is expanded employment opportunities,
most of which are in cultural resource management (CRM) and outside of academia. Regardless, such
opportunities are highly competitive. Consequently, students entering the profession need to understand
these new opportunities and what they need to know to transition from being a graduate student to a
professional. This forum brings together professionals representing different aspects of the discipline to
discuss where the profession is today and what is needed to succeed. The forum is aimed at those who have
recently received their degree or are about to graduate and are trying to transition into the profession. The
session will explore career opportunities and the skill sets graduates need to launch and advance their career.

[314] General Session -MESOAMERICAN SOCIOPOLITICAL ORGANIZATION
[315] General Session -:ARCHAEOMETRY AND MATERIALS ANALYSIS IN ASIA

[316] General Session - GEOARCHAEOLOGICAL APPROACHES TO THE
PALEOAMERICAN PERIOD

[317] Symposium -*SE STAKES AND STONES: CURRENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL
APPROACHES TO FISH WEIR RESEARCH

Mass capture strategies for fishing have been documented worldwide and in nearly every aquatic setting
including riverine, estuarine, and coastal environments. In particular, fish weirs have been in use for millennia
and their archaeological remains have been documented across North America, though their location,
visibility, and material disposition have contributed to a lack of sustained archaeological attention. The papers
in this symposium highlight recent efforts to document fish weirs in North America and situate these sites
within the cultural landscape.

[318] General Session -HUMAN-ANIMAL RELATIONS
[319] General Session :ZOOARCHAEOLOGY IN NORTH AMERICA
[320] General Session -MESOAMERICAN LANDSCAPES

[321] General Session ‘DIGITAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN MESOAMERICA
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[322] Forum -EXPLORING THE POTENTIAL FOR SENSORY ARCHAEOLOGY WITH
MULTIMODAL APPROACHES, INCLUDING ETHNOARCHAEOMUSICOLOGY, IN THE
AMERICAS

This forum will bring together archaeologists, ethnographers, musicologists, epigraphers, art historians, and
other researchers to examine traces of sound production and other sensory elements associated with
performances, ceremonies, and everyday life throughout the Americas. We will explore sociopolitical,
geographic, and cultural contexts for evidence of sensory events. Scholars working with soundscapes,
songbooks, musical instruments, visual representations, and other traces of sensory activity will share their
perspectives, working to develop multidisciplinary avenues of inquiry informed through various multimodal
approaches including what South American music scholar Dale Olsen characterized as
“ethnoarchaeomusicology.” Olsen (2002:22) defines ethnoarchaeomusicology as “the cultural and
interpretive study of music from archaeological sources.” Much like food, sensory cultural events and
practices are shared when communities interact locally, regionally, and over great distances. Innovative
techniques and technologies in the production of sensory events travel along trade routes and with migrating
communities. This forum seeks to connect researchers studying Mesoamerica to examine the evidence of
innovations and shared traditions in the archaeological record, thorough visual cultures and iconography, and
documented in ethnographic narratives, to develop a broader understanding of multimodal practices across
time in the region. This cross-disciplinary and geographically diverse conversation will open new possibilities
in the field.

[323] Symposium -ARCHAEOLOGICAL APPLICATIONS OF NETWORK ANALYSIS

Within the last 25 years, archaeologists have begun to use powerful computers and sophisticated statistical
algorithms to identify network structures in archaeological data. This network analysis enables us to better
study human interactions and the diffusion of information and cultural traditions from the scale of individuals
to whole societies. Network analysis also allows archaeologists to infer the strength and direction of
relationships among nodes (e.g., individuals or social units) and ties (e.g., kinship or shared identities) at
multiple scales. Measures of centrality permit the identification of nodes that exert a strong influence on the
structure of a network, often leading archaeologists to interpret such nodes as individuals or geographical
centers of prestige, information, goods, and/or power. Researchers’ approaches to selecting archaeologically
visible behavior for study, abstracting those data into formal network concepts, and transforming the
archaeological data into network data varies greatly. This symposium illustrates diverse archaeological uses of
network analysis and demonstrates the sophisticated interpretations of human behavior that such an
approach can facilitate.

[324] General Session - ARCHAEOLOGIES OF MILITARY CONFLICT

[325] Symposium - TAPHONOMY IN FOCUS: CURRENT APPROACHES TO SITE
FORMATION AND SOCIAL STRATIGRAPHY

As the physical accumulations of artifacts, ecofacts, and sediments, archaeological deposits comprise the basic
units of empirical analysis and are routinely the focus of methodological concerns. In recent decades, a
growing body of literature has emerged that not only focuses on site formation as a set of cumulative
taphonomic effects but also as a process of sociocultural, political, and affective negotiation both in the past
and present. We seek papers that explore the complex interplay between the empirical and interpretive
dimensions of deposition, assemblage, stratigraphy, and other concepts related to the formation of the
archaeological record. Papers may address any geographical or temporal setting. We also welcome diverse
methodological and theoretical approaches to the theme. Contributors might explore issues of scale,
resolution, and temporality; the mnemonic or semiotic roles of deposits and assemblages; challenges and
implications presented by contested, multivocal sites and landscapes; archaeological concepts as
epistemological metaphor (sensu Foucault), and more.
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[326] Symposium -APPLICATION OF GEOPHYSICAL TECHNIQUES TO MILITARY
ARCHAEOLOGY

(SPONSORED BY MILITARY ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES STEWARDSHIP INTEREST GROUP)

Geophysical techniques, including magnetometry, resistivity, and ground-penetrating radar have been used for
decades as noninvasive tools of archaeological investigation. These methods can cover large areas, access
depths well beyond the length of a shovel, and uncover subsurface patterns invisible to the naked eye. New
remote technologies have been critical tools in the identification of burial sites and are being used to discover
structures and hearth features, to document large sites, and even for mitigation. New technologies are
making geophysical methods more accessible to average cultural resources managers where they can play a
critical role in decision-making around sensitive areas and resource management. This session provides
examples of applications of geophysical techniques in the DOD-CRM environment and provides practical
advice regarding when and how to use different techniques as well as ways to access equipment and
practitioners.

[327] Symposium -REINVENT, RECLAIM, REDEFINE: CONSIDERATIONS OF "REUSE" IN
ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXTS

Reuse is often seen as a sustainable behavior, invoking ideas of conservation or even renewal in
contemporary contexts. As an ongoing practice, reuse also plays a role in archaeological contexts—where
materials such as ceramic, metal, stone, and wood can be changed, reassembled, recontextualized with
varying temporalities. These periods of reuse can complicate how we understand the past at multiple scales,
from individual objects up to the reuse and repurpose of spaces. To navigate these practices, archaeologists
use a variety of frameworks—object biographies, itineraries, palimpsests, etc.—to conceptualize these shifting
uses. By placing various approaches to archaeological material reuse into conversation, it is possible to
interrogate how these frameworks are used and how the various contexts, engagements, and power
structures associated with reuse can be understood archaeologically.

[328] Symposium -ADVANCES IN GEOARCHAEOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL
ARCHAEOLOGY PERSPECTIVES ON EARTHEN-BUILT CONSTRUCTIONS

In recent years, advancements in geoarchaeology and soil micromorphology as well as other complementary
analyses from environmental archaeology (e.g., geochemistry, palynology, geochronology) have aided in
reconstructing complex histories of earthen constructions, such as mounds, platform surfaces, enclosures,
and terraces. Innovative analyses have revealed building materials and techniques and episodes in their
construction, maintenance, and uses, as well as past environmental conditions and changes. Furthermore,
micromorphology has revealed taphonomic and pedogenic processes that alter their preservation. Other
recent developments in geoarchaeology that combine techniques of soil micromorphology with
geochronology (e.g., radiocarbon and luminescence dating) offer promising avenues to address major
challenges in providing absolute dates for earthen-built structures, including their construction phases, events
of maintenance and other associated human activities, environmental changes, and postdepositional
alterations. Geoarchaeology and soil micromorphology, through the identification of construction materials
and techniques and their absolute dating, reveal cultural choices and meaning behind these prominent, often
multigenerational, landscape features and associated human activities. This session serves as a platform for
researchers to present on novel applications of geoarchaeology and soil micromorphology, regardless of
temporal or geographic focus, for advancing the identification and interpretation of sociocultural processes
behind comparative earthen-built constructions.

[329] Symposium -VICKSBURG IS THE KEY: RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL
INVESTIGATIONS AND NEW PERSPECTIVES FROM THE GIBRALTAR OF THE SOUTH
Vicksburg, Mississippi, has always been a place of great strategic, political, and cultural importance, and yet
comparatively little systematic archaeological investigations have taken place at this “Gibraltar” of the
American South. This symposium will focus on the geological, paleontological, and ecological conditions that
make Vicksburg and its environs such a unique and culturally significant feature of the Lower Mississippi
Valley, as well as summarize past archaeological investigations and interpretations that have been applied to
this region. Additional papers will build off of this foundation and will reconsider the role of precontact and
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historic period Indigenous peoples and their interactions with colonial powers played that set the stage for
why Vicksburg became such a focal point for both the North and the South during the American Civil War.
This symposium will conclude with preliminary investigations of the archaeological potential of disturbed
contexts from the 1863 Vicksburg Battlefield itself and will also highlight preliminary findings and unexpected
insights concerning Vicksburg’s Civil War—era African American population as evidenced by ongoing
bioarchaeological investigations of imperiled burials under immediate threat of destruction due to recent
catastrophic landslides at the Vicksburg National Cemetery.

[330] Symposium - THERE AND BACK AGAIN: CELEBRATING THE CAREER AND
ONGOING CONTRIBUTIONS OF PATRICIA B. RICHARDS

Patricia B. Richards has spent more than four decades immersed in the archaeology and bioarchaeology of
the American Midwest. Through her field-based research into Paleoindian, postcontact, and Euro-American
lifeways of the Great Lakes region, she has explored and highlighted the importance of material culture,
human actors, ethnographic research, and engaged archaeology. Her work has consistently emphasized the
power of archaeology to reveal the stories of those forgotten by written history, as exemplified by her
creation of and long-term commitment to the Milwaukee County Poor Farm Cemetery Project. Her ethical
approach to archaeological practice has been a constant in an ever-evolving career, serving as a touchstone of
her advocacy for burial site preservation legislation in Wisconsin. She has also been an inspirational and
inestimable mentor and colleague, and through the work of those she has trained and supported we see the
positive imprint she has made on the discipline over the last decades. This session takes her retirement from
teaching as an opportunity to recognize and honor her contributions to both archaeology of the Midwest and
to archaeological pedagogy. Please join us as we share our favorite memories and present research inspired
by her contributions to the field.

[331] Symposium ‘RETHINKING PERSISTENT PLACES: RELATIONSHIPS,
ATMOSPHERES, AND AFFECTS

Persistent place is a term used by archaeologists to describe places that are used, occupied, or revisited by
humans over a long period of time. Most studies see places as persistent due to the type, availability, and
abundance of resources or because humans attribute these places meaning and importance. In this
symposium, we question such approaches and instead concentrate on the relational and experiential qualities
of persistent places and how relationships make such places meaningful, animate, affective, and ultimately
attractive or beneficial over a long period of time. We especially encourage participants to consider
relationships between nonhuman entities, phenomena, materials, objects, natural features, and entire
landscapes in creating persistent places as well as the dynamic qualities and atmospheres that these
relationships generate. Overall, the goal is to move beyond behavioral and anthropocentric perspectives to
consider why persistent places draw, change, and ultimately shape humans and explore the ways in which
such places are active participants in the creation of history and culture.

[332] Symposium - THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAGLE NEST CANYON, TEXAS: PAPERS IN
HONOR OF JACK AND WILMUTH SKILES

The Lower Pecos Canyonlands of southwest Texas and adjacent parts of Mexico constitute a unique region
at the juncture of the Chihuahuan Desert and the Great Plains where the Pecos, the Rio Grande, and their
tributaries form deep canyons in limestone bedrock. The arid environment has supported a diverse range of
cultural adaptations and lifeways, and is well known for its dry rockshelters, bison kills, polychrome rock art,
and extensive plant-baking features, as exemplified at Eagle Nest Canyon. Landowners Jack and Wilmuth
Skiles have been an essential part of preserving that record and supporting archaeological research through
stewardship, access to their land, and their supportive collaboration with students, volunteers, and
professionals. The Ancient Southwest Texas Project (ASWT) of Texas State University has worked with the
Skiles family for the past 15 years with the goals of understanding and protecting the archaeological record,
sharing results with the scholarly community and public, and training the next generation of archaeologists.
The papers in this symposium highlight research accomplished in and around Eagle Nest Canyon through the
ongoing collaboration between ASWT and the Skiles family and reflect the great potential that arises from
strong relations between archaeologists and stewards of the land.
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[333] Symposium -MAGIC, SPIRITS, SHAMANISM, AND TRANCE

Marcell Mauss in 1950 found that trance was important to magicians and shamans seeking to control unseen
forces and beings. This included magic that consisted of creating/using material culture such as charms,
offerings tied to locations (e.g., paintings and shrines), feasting/potions/ointments used for blessings and
protection, etc. Although early anthropologists recognized trance’s importance and the role of spirits in
magic, Mauss and others (e.g., Evans-Prichard) exercised the importance of spirits and trance in magical
practices. In doing so, they separated the acts/materials of magic from their ontological and cosmological
importance. This in turn cut magic off from its spiritual and cultural importance, transforming it into
“superstition” as opposed to being central rituals that structured people’s lives. Anthropology in general, and
archaeology specifically, needs to reintegrate magical/spiritual practices into their broader symbolic and
cultural context to meaningfully understand and explain how cosmological principles were manifested as
ontological realities. In this symposium we explore the use and form of trance and spirits integrated into
cultural patterns of magic as it is reflected in modern practices and the ethnographic and archaeological
records. These papers look at trance and magical processes at various scales and from different theoretical
perspectives.

[334] Symposium ‘INTEGRATING ISOTOPE ANALYSES: THE STATE OF PLAY AND
FUTURE DIRECTIONS

Isotope analysis has long developed into an established method in the bioarchaeologist’s toolkit, particularly
for exploring mobility and paleodiet. Methodological advancements are progressing at an extreme rate,
providing ever wider applications and greater interpretative potential. There is increased recognition that
isotope analysis is better suited to exclude rather than place definite interpretations. Crucially, studies are
now integrating isotope data with multifactorial archaeological, environmental, and osteological evidence at
varying scales, a feature that was frequently absent from early studies. This session aims to take stock of the
state of the field and its relationship with other subdisciplines by focusing on case studies that take an
integrative approach. Starting with an inclusive definition of integration, it will showcase good practice in
integrating wider scientific data or archaeological evidence to disentangle issues of equifinality. We invite
studies that combine novel data sources and those that use multiple isotope/biomolecular proxies in
combination. We would also welcome discursive submissions that reflect on the development of integrative
approaches and consider future directions. Papers that highlight failures and offer lessons learned are
especially welcome.

[335] General Session ‘EXPERIMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY, ATTRIBUTE ANALYSIS, AND
LITHIC TECHNOLOGY: NEW PERSPECTIVES ON SITE FUNCTION, EXCHANGE, AND
SOCIAL RELATIONS

[336] Forum - THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL POWER OF GEOARCHAEOLOGY: WHERE IS IT
GOING IN THE UNITED STATES?

(SPONSORED BY GEOARCHAEOLOGY INTEREST GROUP)

Need a site probability model? Dealing with complicated site stratigraphy? Could your research questions be
addressed by microanalytical studies of soils or materials? All archaeologists likely understand that well-
trained geoarchaeologists have the specialized “toolkit” to tackle archaeological issues such as these and
others—but did you know that US geoarchaeology is at a generational crossroads? Well-trained
geoarchaeologists are in high demand, especially in CRM, but there is a shortage of qualified professionals due
to retirements and limited comprehensive training opportunities in both academia and CRM. Undoubtedly,
this is leading to geoarchaeology not being applied to its fullest potential. This forum brings together
geoarchaeologists to discuss the current state of the field and identify ways to advance and further integrate
geoarchaeology into all future archaeological projects. The goal is to begin drafting a strategic plan for US
geoarchaeology that will be finalized at the following meeting in 2025.

[337] General Session -ADVANCES IN ARCHAEOLOGICAL LAB METHODS AND MODELS



Individual Abstracts of the 2024 SAA 89th Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana

The ANNUAL MEETING of the Society for American Archaeology provides a forum for the dissemination of knowledge and
discussion. The views expressed at the sessions are solely those of the speakers and the Society does not endorse, approve, or
censor them. Descriptions of events and titles are those of the organizers, not the Society.

Participants—Individual Abstracts
Abad Espaina, Alba
[205]
Approaching Identity and Gender Roles through the Alimentation Sphere in the Iberian Culture (Fifth—First Century BC)
The alimentation sphere presents a relevant context for the examination of sociopolitical dynamics within
heterarchical agricultural societies of the Iberian Culture. Historically, alimentation practices have been
associated with tasks primarily undertaken by women. However, there is a need to examine whether the
extent of the presence of women is related to the degree of control or influence exerted. To what extent
did women’s leadership in this domain hold political significance and structural value? The necessity of these
practices in order to maintain a group is accepted and revalued in social terms, but can we trace it in specific
power spheres? In the absence of women’s involvement in decision-making with the alimentation operating
chain, labor appropriation in terms of work and benefits was happening. The goal of this paper is to
investigate these questions through the analysis of three well-established urban settlements located in Eastern
Iberia (Alicante, Spain). This study interprets the culinary practices and food preparation methodologies over
an expansive chronological spectrum (fifth—first century BC). This examination entails an analysis of culinary
pottery and the associated work spaces with the intent of discerning implications on gender, identity,
ideology, manifestations of power, and embodiment within these communities.

Abbang, Gregg [105] see Hills, Kendall
Abbe, Ethan [221] see Puente, Nicholas

Abbott, David (Arizona State University) and Christopher Caseldine

[310]

Making Sense of the Hohokam lIrrigation Anomaly

On a sparse prehistoric landscape where little precipitation fell, Hohokam farmers dug vast canal networks
across tens of thousands of acres of xeric desert soils on the banks of the Salt River. Their large-scale
hydraulics, without managerial centralization, mark the Hohokam infrastructure as a theoretical anomaly.
Cross-culturally, as irrigation scales increase, so must complexity of the political apparatus to manage the
expanding hydraulic works. But, not so for the Hohokam. To understand the mismatch between Hohokam
scale and complexity, we start with the water. Employing a tree-ring-based reconstruction of Salt River
streamflows, we estimated the water supply in each part of the valley each year. Also, we approximated
water demand utilizing aerial photographs to measure the acreage served by the canals. Our calculations
showed there was an abundance of moisture to meet the needs across the valley and throughout its history.
Without the social strife that can boil over under the harsh conditions of chronic water scarcity, the
Hohokam irrigation economy avoided the heavy-handed controls that typify other large-scale agriculturalists.
For the Hohokam, it was large-scale without complexity.

Abplanalp, Jennifer [270] see Jankiewicz, Stephen

Presentations and posters that were officially withdrawn by March 15, 2024, have been marked as
[WITHDRAWN] in the Individual Abstracts; however, these presentation/poster placeholders will still appear in the
Final Program. Updated information regarding withdrawals will be provided in Daily Digest email/app updates during
the meeting.
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Abrams, Georgia (lllinois State Archaeological Survey), Hannah Rucinski (lllinois State
Archaeological Survey) and Tamira Brennan (lllinois State Archaeological Survey)

[137]

Moving a Monster, Part Two: Preserving lllinois’ Cultural History in Perpetuity

As a result of moving its ~24,000 f¢? lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) collections to a more
suitable facility, the lllinois State Archaeological Survey’s Curation Section is now more capable of addressing
the present and future needs of the collections and its users. This paper details the move’s success and our
ongoing efforts to create more accessible research opportunities by revolutionizing the care of all ISAS-held
collections. These efforts include updating the procedural flow from lab processing to transfers and loans,
creating and utilizing a comprehensive relational database for material and documents, and stabilizing legacy
collections. This work not only facilitates academic research but allows for more successful consultation with
our Tribal partners. We intend for our work in moving the IDOT collections to serve as a model for other
institutions to move and improve monsters of their own.

Abrams, Georgia [137] see Rucinski, Hannah
Abrams, Georgia [305] see Brennan, Tamira

Abrego, Alejandra [75] see Sanchez Miranda, Guadalupe

Abu Jayyab, Khaled, Natalia Handziuk (University of Toronto), Stephen Rhodes (University of
Toronto) and Sean Doyle (Environmental Resources Management)

[294]

Making, Baking, Breaking, and Cutting: Experiential Learning through Enacting the Past

Concepts, such as the chaine opératoire and communities of practice are central to material analyses and student
training at the Gadachrili Gora Regional Archaeological Project Expedition (GRAPE), Republic of Georgia.
Teaching abstract conceptual frameworks to undergraduate students is a challenging task for instructors in
the classroom, never mind in the field where students are mentally exhausted after a long day of hard work
under the sun. As such, team specialists at GRAPE have incorporated experiential teaching methods to
facilitate student understanding of the chaine opératoire and communities of practice. Through the enactment of
pottery manufacture, obsidian knapping, bone tool production, and sheep carcass butchering, students have
been fully able to comprehend these conceptual frameworks and apply them to analyses carried out on
recovered archaeological materials from the field. This paper will look at how these experimental methods
not only were a good way to build competence among students but also a deeper nuanced understanding of
the entanglements attested across the various crafts and the spatiotemporal demands required in past
crafting activities.

Aceituno, Francisco Javier [36] see Osborn, Jo
Aceituno, Francisco Javier [217] see Garay-Vazquez, ]. Julian

Acero-Shapiama, Erick (Programa de Investigacion Arqueolégica y Conservaciéon Chavin de
Huantar), John Rick (Stanford University), Rosa Rick (Programa de Investigacion Arqueologica
y Conservacion Chavin de Huantar) and Lisseth Rojas-Pelayo (Programa de Investigacion
Arqueoldgica y Conservacion Chavin de Huantar)

[27]

Descifrando las transformaciones y significados en Chavin de Hudntar: Un andlisis de los marcadores materiales en la
Plaza Circular y el atrio

A través del tiempo, la Plaza Circular y su atrio en el monumento Chavin de Huantar han tenido mucha
importancia. Durante la fase Blanco-Negro, estas areas, tuvieron pleno funcionamiento y albergaron una
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diversidad de contextos, donde destaca el descubrimiento de las galerias de la serie Caracolas y parte del
canal Rocas (temprano y tardio), evidenciandose asi transformaciones y continuas ocupaciones. Aunque
conocemos la historia general del templo, alin nos enfrentamos en entender ;Cuales son los marcadores que
permiten reconocer las innovaciones? y ;Qué conllevé al ordenamiento de las trasformaciones contextuales?
Para abordar ello, exploramos el marco teérico de la memoria y agencia, conceptos ligados a la materialidad,
donde cada elemento es producto de una acciéon que modifica la realidad; la cual, se conecta a una historia.
Ambos enfoques buscan adentrarnos en el pensamiento detras de las actividades hechas por las innovaciones
y los contextos, la cual denota la complejidad de la ideologia del Formativo Medio y Tardio. Por eso,
presentamos los marcadores trans-temporales como evidencias fisicas materiales, que ademas reflejan el
ordenamiento y comportamiento de las innovaciones y contextos (iconograficos y ofrendatorios); ideas que
fueron fundamentales y dieron pase al cimulo de transformaciones en Chavin.

Acero-Shapiama, Erick [27] see Rick, John
Acero-Shapiama, Erick [27] see Sayre, Matthew

Acosta Ochoa, Guillermo [214] see Jiménez Gonzalez, Berenice

Acuna, Paulina [158] see Lira, Nicolas

Acuna Lugo, Martin [77] see Espinosa, Silvana

Adam, Manda and Fred Valdez Jr. (University of Texas, Austin)

[276]

A Postclassic Maya Midden at Colha, Belize

The Ancient Maya Postclassic period (10001500 CE) is one of the least understood periods of Ancient Maya
cultural history. Essential questions about the Postclassic remained unanswered due to a focus on the
preceding period the Classic Maya Collapse (800—1000 CE). While the collapse is well studied and
understood, what happens after the collapse is not. Following the collapse many sites in the central Maya
Lowlands are abandoned, never to be reoccupied again, except for a few exceptions. The site of Colha,
located in northwestern Belize, is one of these exceptions, the site was abandoned in the Terminal Classic
but reoccupied during the Postclassic. Excavations in the summer of 2023 at the site of Colha uncovered a
Postclassic midden deposit. Data from these excavations will be presented to answer essential questions
about the Postclassic and illuminate cultural transformations in the Postclassic, the daily life of the Postclassic
Maya of Colha, and Colha’s interactions with other sites.

Adams, Emily Claire (Harvard University)

[22]

Villa, Monastery, or Vicus? The Archaeology of Monasteries and Productive Centers across the West ca. 400—/000
This paper investigates the emerging questions surrounding the interpretation of archaeologically attested
communities which blur the lines between religious, familial, and independent productive centers in the early
medieval West. Recent scholarship has begun to appreciate the interrelationship between cult sites and
economically productive centers in the premodern period. Such blurred distinctions create problems for
interpreting archaeological sites and classifying them into textually created typologies. Nowhere is this more
problematic that in the study of monasteries and cult sites in the early medieval period. Newly excavated
settlements such as Little Carleton (UK) or Communaux (FR) challenge traditional artifact assemblages and
features associated with either monastic communities or secular productive sites. Through analysis of
archaeologically attested participation in production at monasteries, this paper seeks to situate early medieval
monastic sites within the larger early medieval economy.
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Adams, Karen
[149]

Discussant

Adams, Ron (Willamette Cultural Resources Associates)

[271]

Stone Monumentality in Tana Toraja, Indonesia: Initial Ethnoarchaeological Insights

Stone remains a prominent feature of the natural and cultural landscape of Tana Toraja, Indonesia, where
outcropping basalt and limestone karst formations create a dramatic backdrop. In this context, the
manipulation of stone is an important aspect of ancient cultural traditions that persist to the present day, but
which has received relatively little attention in past ethnographic and ethnoarchaeological documentation in
Tana Toraja. The construction of menhirs is part of this stone-working tradition that also includes rock-cut
tombs and placement of smaller freestanding stone monuments. Menhirs are quarried, transported, and
erected on the occasions of elaborate funerary traditions in Tana Toraja, which can entail complex ritual
practices and staggering expenses. This paper offers the results of a preliminary ethnoarchaeological
documentation of Torajan menhirs and the methods, logistics, and social dynamics associated with this
megalithic tradition. Quarrying and erecting menhirs requires specialized stone workers and can entail a large
labor force to transport. Over time, the monuments become enduring memorials of the deceased and
associated funerary traditions in a context with an otherwise perishable traditional built environment.

Adams, Sophia [42] see Hamilton, Derek

Adan, Leonor [77] see Urbina, Simén
Adan, Leonor [178] see Sierralta Navarro, Simén

Adeyemo, Elizabeth (University of Notre Dame)

[250]

Engaging Materiality: Archaeology of Craft Production in Igbo Ukwu (Ninth—Twelfth Century CE)

This paper adopts an interdisciplinary approach to the study of craft production in antiquity. It combines
theoretical and methodological toolkits from archaeology, material science, studies of craft production, and
ancient economies to investigate the organization of the Igbo Ukwu pottery industry (ninth—twelfth century
CE). Igbo Ukwu is situated in present day Anambra State, southeastern Nigeria. The storied material corpus
from Igbo Ukwu recovered from two excavation seasons between 1959 and 1960 include about 75 kg of
copper objects, 21,000 ceramics, 165,000 glass beads, some textiles, stones, and other organic items. This
project focuses on the study of the ceramic materials from this legacy excavation. It explores the materiality
of the ceramic assemblage as markers to investigate the socioeconomic structures of the ancient Igbo Ukwu
polity. It examines how technological choices are embedded in the pottery products that are then distributed
and deposited in varying contexts of usage in the archaeological record. Findings from this project puts into
conversation fundamental discourses on the interaction between crafts production and socioeconomics in
ancient societies. It advances models of integration of craft production into studies of ancient economies as
means to further understanding of the mosaic nature of sociopolitical and economic structures in antiquity.

Adler, Michael (Southern Methodist University)

[84]

Classic Picuris: Reassessing the Discoveries of Herbert Dick’s Early Excavations

In 1961, in collaboration with the Picuris Pueblo tribal nation, Dr. Herb Dick initiated a multidisciplinary
research project that documented architecture, agrarian strategies, sacred landscapes, ethnohistory,
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ethnobotany, avifauna, and other lines of evidence to better understand the past millennium of Picuris’s
history. This research resulted in the most extensively excavations of any presently occupied pueblo
community, generated collections of millions of artifacts, and broadened our understandings of northern Rio
Grande history and prehistory. The past 60 years these understandings have gone underpublished and, hence,
underappreciated. This paper highlights the amazing accomplishments of the earlier work accomplished in
concert with the people of Picuris Pueblo. It also emphasizes the intensely collaborative, and sometimes
combative, nature of this early example of multidisciplinary research in living Indigenous communities.

Adler, Michael [84] see Casana, Jesse
Adler, Michael [84] see Fowles, Severin

Adlington, Laura [170] see Sefton, Jahleen

Adovasio, J. M. (Senator John Heinz History Center)

[262]

Mea Culpa

As | have done no comparative study on the subject, | assume that it is relatively unusual to amend one’s
dissertation research let alone to point out its flaws. Nevertheless, this is precisely what | am doing in this
presentation. While the salient points of my dissertation (“The Origin, Development, and Distributions of
Western Archaic Textiles,” 1970) remain unchanged, it is clear that | was dead wrong on a number of issues.
Clarification of these issues is the focal point of this paper. | was wrong about the dating of the earliest
perishable industries in the world and also mistaken about the antiquity of decorated basketry. | still maintain,
however, that basketry and its sister crafts have a unique ability to illumine the past.

Adriano-Moran, Carmen Cristina [152] see McClung de Tapia, Emily

Agbe-Davies, Anna (UNC-Chapel Hill)
[82]
Discussant

Agbe-Davies, Anna (UNC-Chapel Hill)

[258]

Heritage in Action at the Pauli Murray Center

Rather than argue that heritage does things, this paper explores what might happen when archaeologists (to
borrow a phrase from ] L Austin) “do things with heritage.” Specifically, | use the points raised by Patricia Hill
Collins in her weaving together of pragmatics and intersectionality to frame a discussion of archaeology and
heritage at the childhood home of human rights activist Pauli Murray.

Agha, Andrew

[312]

Using Archaeobotany and Historical Archaeology to Identify the Influence of Early English Science on Southeastern
Plantation Development

The First Earl of Shaftesbury (1621—-1683) was the prime motivator and mastermind behind the settlement
and success of the English colony Carolina in 1670. John Locke, Secretary to the Lords Proprietors of
Carolina, was also Shaftesbury’s friend and colleague in many affairs, one being their Fellowship in the Royal
Society of London. The uniquely English concept of “Improvement” was the foundation for both the Royal
Society and early English science as they developed in the 1660s. When Locke wrote his “labor theory of
property” he utilized Improvement as a basis for private property. | argue that when Shaftesbury planned and
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launched his 12,000-acre Carolinian estate in 1674, he did so to ground-truth Locke’s property theory by
anchoring it to a scientifically experimental agricultural regime to improve land into property through
modernized enslaved labor—a process that turned the enslaved into scientific technicians. | use Historical
Political Ecology and Landscape Archaeology to pair the archaeobotanical record with artifacts from
Shaftesbury’s estate to identify elements of English Improvement and Royal Society influences that point out
how the enslaved Africans at Shaftesbury's estate were coerced into converting English colonial estates into
Carolina's first true plantations—plantations based on monocrop surplus agriculture and slavery.

Aghagholizadeh, Mehrdad [18] see McCoy, Mark

Aguayo Haro, Ramiro (Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia) and Mijaely Castafi6n-
Suarez (COLMICH)

[290]

Trabajo arqueoldgico desde la bodega: Una revision de los objetos funerarios asociados a las tumbas de La Nopalera
A partir de un nuevo andlisis de los ajuares funerarios excavados en la década de los ochenta en el sitio de La
Nopalera, se lleva a cabo un replanteamiento tanto de la temporalidad como los alcances sociales de este
tipo de contextos funerarios en la region de la cuenca de Cuitzeo. Se deja de lado la idea incipiente en el que
los procesos sociales que dieron origen a este tipo de manifestaciones culturales son resultado del proceso
de expansion militarista del Postclasico, integrarlos en una serie de manifestaciones de mayor relevancia
durante el periodo Clasico.

Aguilar Martinez, Guillermo [| 14] see Campos Martinez, Miriam

Aguilar-Meléndez, Araceli [217] see Chiou, Katherine

Aguilar-Moreno, Manuel (California State University, Los Angeles)

[252]

The Acolman Cross and the Maize God

The monastery of Acolman founded by the Augustinian order is located near Teotihuacan. The most
astonishing tequitqui (Amerindian-Christian art of the sixteenth century) monument in Acolman is the atrial
cross made in 1550. Although open-air crosses existed in Europe, the Mexican crosses have a different
iconography and function. The atrial cross of Acolman, provides a dual system of religious meanings:
Christian and Indigenous. The cross is the central symbol of Christianity and represents the death and
resurrection of Christ. Likewise, the Christian cross at the center of the atrio was understood by the Indians
as another representation of the World Tree, the Axis Mundi that connected the gods of the Upperworld
and Underworld with the human beings on the surface of the earth. The Indigenous cosmogram was
completed with the four posa chapels representing the four corners of the world and the side walls of the
atrio oriented to the four directions of the Universe. | will compare the Acolman cross with the Maya tablet
of the Foliated Cross of Palenque to establish the convergence and relative equivalence of the two visions of
the world. Based in those Amerindian-Christian concepts, | will propose an interpretation of the Acolman
Cross.

Aguilar Tapia, Rodolfo [218] see Matadamas-Gomora, Diego

Aguilera, Nelson [158] see Garcia-Piquer, Albert
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Aguirre, Alejandra (Proyecto Templo Mayor/lUNAM)

[79]

The Sacrificial Artifacts in the Templo Mayor Offerings

The complex Mesoamerican cosmovision includes myths about the cultures to try to understand, their
history, natural events, and their universe, through narrations and fantastic facts, which gave them an
explanation about everything that they did not understand. As a consequence of this, the invention of ritual
acts that everyone had to participate in, because thanks to the rituals, they stayed alive and obtained the
favor of the deities. Rituals were a means of understanding the cognitive systems of Mesoamerican societies.
The diversity of existing ritual acts, sacrifice, and autosacrifice served as a means to obtain the precious blood
to offer the gods. To offer blood was a commonly a ritual practice in the religious festivities of Mexica
society; thus, it became part of everyday life. The practice of these rituals is visible in the Templo Mayor
offerings. Abundant evidence has been found of the sacrificial and autosacrificial paraphernalia like knives,
bone awls, and maguey thorns.

Agus Oktaviana, Adhi [288] see Dilkes-Hall, India Ella

Ahedo, Virginia [119] see Zurro, Debora
Ahedo, Virginia [198] see Torras Freixa, Maria

Ahern, James (University of Wyoming), Rory Becker (Eastern Oregon University), lvor
Jankovic (Institute for Anthropological Research, Zagreb) and Lia Vidas (Institute for
Anthropological Research, Zagreb)

[247]

Digital Imaging and Geophysical Prospection Techniques at Paleolithic Cave and Rockshelter Sites in Croatia
Conducting archaeological investigations in cave and rockshelters presents researchers with multiple unique
challenges as compared to typical open-air sites. Reduced space, low light, and complex stratigraphic
sequences are frequently the norm. Additionally, the nature of limestone cave walls and floors is an
undulating, irregular surface that creates many pockets, troughs, and ridges where sediment may accumulate
unevenly beneath a relatively level surface. This creates a problem for the research team to select productive
locations for excavations within time constraints for the project and within the limited space available. The
application of electrical resistance tomography (ERT) to model sediment depths has been utilized at five sites
in Croatia to seek a means of addressing this issue. Conversely, the smaller spaces in caves and rockshelters
present an opportunity for high density image collection of the surface features and excavation in process
that may, at times, include the entire site. Photogrammetry and hand-held lidar have been used for localized
spatial data collection at many of the same sites where ERT was employed. This paper presents the
methodologies associated with each approach and details their potential benefits or weaknesses as applied to
Paleolithic cave and rockshelter sites in south central Europe.

Ahern, Kaitlin (University at Buffalo; New South Associates Inc.)

[32]

Plazas and Proxemics: Preclassic and Classic Period Plazas at the Maya Centers of Cival and Holmul

This presentation focuses on examining Preclassic and Classic period plazas at Cival and Holmul in Guatemala
to provide greater insight into the role of public spaces and ceremonies in the Central Maya Lowlands.
Estimated plaza capacity and population estimates are used to determine how plazas were utilized at both
Cival and Holmul, for functions such as mass-spectacle events, and how these uses changed over time.
Previous evidence of ritual events found in these plazas, including caches and stelae, are incorporated to help
determine the range of activities conducted in these spaces.
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Ahlman, Todd (Texas State University) and Ashley McKeown (Texas State University)

[267]

Post-emancipation Ceramics and Housing in the British Caribbean: A Case Study from St. Kitts’ Southeast Peninsula
Emancipation brought many changes to the lives of the formerly enslaved in the British Caribbean. On the
British Caribbean island of St. Christopher (St. Kitts), true emancipation came in 1838 following a four-year
apprenticeship period, which was really enslavement in just another name. Freedom meant Kittitians often
could choose where they lived, the house they lived in, and the items they purchased with the money they
earned for their labors. This study compares the pre- and post-emancipation housing and ceramic
assemblages from two households in a plantation village on St. Kitts’ southeast peninsula to understand how
people adapted to freedom in the post emancipation period. We find that there are differences in housing
and ceramic acquisition and discard between the two households that reflect different investment strategies
and agency.

Ahlrichs, Robert (Commonwealth Heritage Group Paleowest)

[228]

Cultural Corridors in South Central Pennsylvania

A recent cultural resource management project located in south central Pennsylvania’s Path Valley identified a
series of five sites oriented around one of the waterways forming the headwaters of the Potomac River
Drainage. Background research and local informants indicate that a network of small- to medium-sized
precontact sites can be found along the streams leading south, ultimately to the Potomac River. Data from
these extreme upper Potomac Drainage sites are well positioned to test Herbstritt’s (2015) “Cultural
Corridor” hypotheses regarding the nature interactions between Susquehanna oriented societies and those
centered in the Potomac River basin.

Ahlstrom, Richard (HRA Inc. Conservation Archaeology)

[60]

Ladders, Axes, and Pithouses: Elements of a Seventh-Century Pueblo Technological Complex

Earliest evidence for the widespread use of two-pole ladders and hafted stone axes in the American
Southwest’s Central Pueblo area tree-ring dates to the seventh century. That evidence includes, for ladders,
remains of the objects themselves, but especially ladder rests found in pithouse floors and, for axes, stone
tool heads and stone-axe-cut beams. These innovations were linked, technologically, because each implement
relied on bindings subjected to heavy, abruptly applied loads and, historically, because both were adopted in
concert with transitions in pithouse architecture. The stone axe facilitated procurement and use of stronger,
more numerous, more often newly procured (vs. reused), and increasingly standardized beams, posts, and
poles in pithouse superstructures—presumably to extend structure use-lives, but also to accommodate a
shift from side-wall to roof-hatch entries. Changes in beam use would have enhanced pithouses’ “tree-ring-
datability,” helping to explain a jump in dated structures from the 500s to 600s. Two-pole ladders would have
facilitated use of roof hatches. Stone axes and two-pole ladders were elements—along with pithouse
antechambers and improved ceramic and possibly bean-farming technologies—of a demographically expansive
Basketmaker lll life-way, borne by Pueblo communities whose seventh-century colonization of the Mesa
Verde region contributed to the post-600 increase in dated pithouses.

Aimers, Jim (SUNY Geneseo), Debra Walker (Florida Museum of Natural History) and Lisa
LeCount (University of Alabama)

[251]

Insights from the Classic to Postclassic Pottery of Belize

For many years, Belize was considered to be peripheral to major social and cultural dynamics in the ancient
Maya world. Recent pottery analyses in Belize, however, document that Classic and Postclassic Belize
experienced some significant regional changes that inform our current interpretations. In this paper, we
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explore this more nuanced view at various developmental junctures that add to our overall understanding of
Maya communities, particularly during transitional times. For example, we consider when the Classic period
began and what role Belize sites played in Early Classic Maya society. While the Late Classic period is perhaps
the best understood, we discuss variability in Belizean complexes that speak to regional political alliances and
trade networks that distributed types across the region. Similarly, Belize is pivotal to understanding the
Terminal Classic Maya world, and the region’s demographic shift to riverine and coastal settlement. Finally,
we think the patchy and ambiguous nature of Early Postclassic settlements reflects the real turmoil facing
communities as they reinvented themselves.

Aimers, Jim [21] see Moore, Tamara

Airola, Danielle

[98]

Anthropology on Social Media

In 2018, only about half of Americans (49%) agreed that “human beings, as we know them today, developed
from earlier species of animals,” and 38% that “the universe began with a big explosion” (Besley and Hill,
2020). These basic facts may be well understood by the scientific and academic communities, but how do we
go about disseminating this sort of knowledge to the general public? What about more nuanced and detailed
information that may affect people’s understanding of our human heritage or health? Social media has great
potential for increasing the reach and broadening the understanding of individuals. However, it must be done
effectively and be mindful of the platform’s methods. This poster asks a question: how can we use social
media to talk about anthropology and archaeology? We will explore different social media platforms and how
to use them. Platforms covered will include Instagram, YouTube, Facebook, and TikTok. It will also discuss
best practices on social media and include examples of academia and scholarship on social media and hashtags
to use. The content of this poster is intended to serve as a starting point for those interested in using social
media as a form of public outreach.

Airola, Danielle [80] see Gembicki, Maciej

Aitchison, Kenneth (Landward Research; University of Liverpool)
[63]

Moderator

[196]

Discussant

Aitchison, Kenneth (Landward Research; University of Liverpool), Keith May (Historic England;
University of South Wales), James Taylor (University of York) and Doug Rocks-Macqueen
(Landward Research)

[141]

The Archaeologist’s Guide to Good Practice: A Handbook for Post-excavation Analysis of Stratigraphic and
Chronological Data

Recent work on The Matrix project (AH/T002093/1) identified a number of issues with the way
archaeological information is deposited in digital archives. There are noticeable differences in the
completeness of data that get digitally archived from archaeological fieldwork undertaken by different
organizations in the UK. This is particularly evident in the quantities and reusability of data deposited as the
result of commercially funded work as opposed to academic investigations (e.g., university or national agency
funded). A follow-up project, funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AG2GP-Handbook), is
creating a good practice guide for use in development-led archaeology (CRM). By drawing together the
collective expertise of the main commercial contractors that undertake archaeological fieldwork as part of
the development control process in the UK and, in consultation with other stakeholders, we have taken a
consortium approach to distill, document, and support best working practice and develop online resources
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for archaeological post-excavation analysis. This has established an open-source access handbook that sets
out a cross-sectoral set of common procedures that reflect and enshrine best practice in post-excavation
analysis work of stratigraphic and chronological data.

Aiuvalasit, Michael (lllinois State Archaeological Survey, University of lllinois)
[336]
Moderator

Akerraz, Aomar [95] see Jazwa, Christopher

Akey, Ben [283] see Camp, Stacey

Alaica, Aleksa (University of British Columbia)
[234]

Discussant

[30]

Chair

Alaica, Aleksa (University of British Columbia) and Luis Manuel Gonzalez-La Rosa
(Archaeology Centre, University of Toronto)

[30]

Feeding the Body and Mind: Artistic Genesis through Blurring Species Boundaries

Moche artistic representations are known for their composite images of plants, animals, humans, and
supernatural forms. The genesis of this artistic tradition rests in the beliefs about the relations between
species, environments, and worlds. Food acquisition, preparation, and communal consumption composed
potent sets of practices that permitted these connections to be realized and species boundaries to be
blurred. Evidence from Huaca Colorada, a Late Moche site, enables this exploration of Moche artistic genesis.
Various examples of cooking and storage vessels with the remains of marine, terrestrial, and avian species
have been uncovered in direct relation to human offerings. These individuals were of different ages, sex, and
stages in their lives and the motivation for their association to these vessels appears to rest in their affiliation
with distinct communities of practice. In this paper, we argue that the ritual deposits of storage and cooking
vessels filled with a multitude of species both consumed and symbolically interred along with human offerings
were powerful acts of gathering that simultaneously manifested in the forms of human and nonhuman beings
blurred together in Moche material culture.

Alaica, Aleksa [76] see Berquist, Stephen

Alaica, Aleksa [30] see Duke, Guy

Alaica, Aleksa [30] see Gonzalez-La Rosa, Luis Manuel
Alaica, Aleksa [215] see Leishman, Kendra

Alaica, Aleksa [268] see Ren, Kara

Alapisco, Dawn Marie

[39]

Discussant

Alarcon Ledesma, Carmela [158] see Lujan Davila, Milton
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Albert, Rosa Maria [93] see Alonso Eguiluz, Monica

Alcaraz-Castafio, Manuel (University of Alcald), José-Javier Alcolea (University of Alcald), Luis
Luque (University of Alcald), Samuel Castillo-Jiménez (University of Alcala) and Felipe
Cuartero (Spanish National Research Center for Human Evolution)

[126]

Expedient Lithic Technology at the Terminal Gravettian of the Pefia Capon Site (Central Spain) during Heinrich Stadial
2

The Terminal Gravettian, first defined in Central Portugal, is a relative outlier concerning the exploitation of
lithic raw materials during the Upper Paleolithic of southwest Europe, as especially shown by an intensive use
of quartz. Although Terminal Gravettian assemblages often include the production of bladelets, usually made
in rock crystal, most of their components suggest expedient technologies, as they show low technological
investment, low typological standardization, and a preference for local rocks. However, the specific meaning
of these low-cost techno-economic behaviors, and their relation to the function and duration of occupations,
patterns of human-environment interactions, and cultural choices, remains unclear. We discuss the case of
the Terminal Gravettian layers recently identified at the Pefia Capon site (central Spain), coincident with
Heinrich Stadial 2 and located in an area that was traditionally thought to be depopulated during the coldest
stages of the Last Glacial. These layers show a relatively low density of artifacts, the presence of small
fireplaces, and a faunal collection dominated by a single species (horse) thus suggesting short-term
occupations. Therefore, the expedient technologies of the Terminal Gravettian at Peia Capon seem related
to specific needs arising during short stays at the site, possibly related to game processing activities.

Alcaraz-Castafio, Manuel [162] see Sanchez De La Torre, Marta

Alcock, Susan (University of Oklahoma)

[26]

Watching Me, Watching You, Watching Me: Greek Helots and Their Masters

Ancient classical sources tell us that in the late eighth/seventh centuries BCE the armies of Sparta marched
on their neighbors to the west, the Messenians, and conquered their wide and fertile lands. Many Messenians
fled, but others remained to become the famed “helots” of the Greek world—a population subject to Sparta
in a status deemed “between free men and slaves.” Unsuccessful revolts periodically disrupted the regime,
but for some three centuries Spartan citizens controlled, but feared, their helots; Messenian helots feared,
but labored for, their masters. This paper considers the strategies of surveillance—from both sides—that
governed this fraught relationship. Sparta maintained control of its subject population through a variety of
punitive measures, including the Krypteia: a curious Spartan institution sometimes referred to as a roving
“secret police.” Helot reconnaissance is considerably more difficult to investigate, but recent archaeological
evidence points to active internal Messenian communication networks. The agencies and methods behind
such mutual “watching” require additional scrutiny, using both archaeological and textual evidence, an analysis
that will be contextualized and informed by studies of surveillance of enslaved or resistant populations in
other periods and places, especially populations in wider regional settings.

Alcolea, Guillem [179] see Forste, Kathleen

Alcolea, José-Javier [126] see Alcaraz-Castano, Manuel

Alconini, Sonia (University of Virginia)
[146]
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Discussant

Alconini, Sonia (University of Virginia)

[242]

Water and Hydraulic Technology in the Eastern Andean Mountains: The Amarete Valley

The Puna Apolobamba pastures played a critical role in farming, pastoralism, and agropastoralism in the
Kallawaya territory. Located to the east of the Titicaca basin, the area was dotted by sunken fields, bofedales,
and water qgocha reservoirs supplemented with canals. In this presentation, | discuss the nature and
distribution of tajanas, a set of interconnected stone water receptacles and canals constructed to collect and
distribute water to the system of farming terraces in the Amarete Valley. | also discuss the antiquity and
variability of tajanas and similar water-collecting technologies and the role that they played, and still play, in
the rise and expansion of farming terraces in the eastern Andes.

Aldana Mendoza, Jesus Alberto (NGO Colombia Anfibia), Carlos Del Cairo Hurtado (NGO
Colombia Anfibia), Carla Riera Andreu (NGO Colombia Anfibia) and Laura Baez Santos (NGO
Colombia Anfibia)

[158]

The Defensive Conformation of the Maritime Space in the Bay of Cartagena de Indias (Colombia) during the
Eighteenth Century

Cartagena de Indias’ geostrategic importance for the European colonial powers in the eighteenth century led
to the creation of defense infrastructures and the development of practices to strengthen and protect the
coastal territory. All the infrastructures and cultural practices inherent to the “militarization” of this territory
constitute today a homogeneous cultural phenomenon interpreted as a Maritime Cultural Landscape of War
and Defense, or as a Fortified Landscape. The experiences of the continuous attacks, like the English siege in
741, contributed to the revision and evolution of the strategies and tactics of defense in the Bay of
Cartagena de Indias and the improvement of the military devices for nautical control. The defense system’s
constitution, the war events, and the battles’ results left archaeological evidence located on land, on the
coast, and underwater. In this sense, the main goal of this paper is to expose the defensive conformation of
the maritime space in the Bay of Cartagena de Indias (Colombia) during the eighteenth century. This, through
the discussion of the archaeological investigations carried out in the different inland, intertidal, and submerged
contexts of the region.

Alday, Camila

[217]

Circa 12,000-Year-Old Fiber Technologies in the Atacama Desert

Plants have been used for making fabrics for thousands of years (Hardy 2007; Hardy et al. 2020; Hurcombe
2008; Kvavadze et al. 2009, Nadel et al. 1994), and many species have been gathered and eventually cultivated
for this purpose (Barber 1992; Gleba and Harris 2019; Rast-Eicher et al. 2021). Evidence of bast fiber artifacts
suggests that the development of these sophisticated technologies was critical to different dimensions of past
lifestyles. In this paper | present the oldest evidence of plant technologies from two open-air Pleistocene
sites: Quebrada Mani 32 (12,240-11,465 cal yr BP) and Pampa Ramaditas 5 (12,140-12,225 cal yr BP) located
in the Quebrada Mani drainage in the Pampa del Tamarugal, northern Chile. Through archaeobotanical and
structural analysis, bast fibers of Cyperaceae and Apocynaceae family plants have been found being worked
into spliced threads representing early plant fiber technologies in the south-central Andes region. These
organic technologies offer an opportunity for a yet unexplored research avenue regarding early weaving
technologies and the use of plants among Pleistocene hunter-gatherer groups in South America. Finally, we
suggest that perishables industries played a critical role in the adaptive strategies of the late Pleistocene
hunter-gatherers of the Atacama Desert.

Aldeias, Vera [| 19] see Simoes, Carlos



Individual Abstracts of the 2024 SAA 89th Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana 13

Aldenderfer, Mark [306] see Flores-Blanco, Luis
Aldenderfer, Mark [42] see lizuka, Fumie
Aldenderfer, Mark [249] see Noe, Sarah

Alders, Wolfgang (University of Arkansas, Fayetteville)

[245]

Modeling Socioecological Transformation in Coastal East Africa: A Case Study from Unguja Island, Zanzibar, Tanzania
Archaeologists in the Pacific have viewed islands as “laboratories” for studying social, agricultural, and
ecological transformations. Can a similar approach be applied to the near-shore island environments of
coastal East Africa, and what might island case studies contribute to broader anthropological understandings
of East African social complexity and human-environment interactions? This paper considers these dynamics
on Unguja Island in Zanzibar, Tanzania, sixth to nineteenth centuries CE. Combining two seasons of
systematic survey data with a synthesis of previous research, | outline four phases of transformation: (1) the
initial colonization of the island’s coast by fishing, farming, and iron-working proto-Swabhili people (sixth—tenth
centuries CE), (2) settlement diversification across variable environments alongside the emergence of a class
of social elites (eleventh—fifteenth centuries CE), (3) an orientation toward territoriality, monumentality, and
seclusion during the early colonial period (sixteenth—eighteenth centuries CE), and (4) large-scale agricultural
intensification during the late colonial era (nineteenth—twentieth centuries CE) as the island’s landscapes were
transformed for cash crop production. This study demonstrates how the autonomous and integrative
activities of rural commoners shaped socioecological systems at different junctures. Furthermore, modeling
the island’s settlement trajectory informs an understanding of broader trends in the Indian Ocean and on the
African continent.

Alders, Wolfgang [55] see Dumitru, loana

Aldrich, Stephen [43] see Sinders, Elizabeth

Alegria, Maximillion (University of Florida)

[53]
Chair

Alegria, Maximillion (University of Florida) and Gabriel Prieto (University of Florida)

[53]

Conceptualizing the Cloth of the Consecrated Child: Textiles Associated with Chimu Mass Sacrifice in Huanchaco,
North Coast of Peru

This study discusses broader questions surrounding the textile remains uncovered with the victims of the
largest series of mass child sacrificial events on the North Coast of ancient Peru. Recent investigations are
helping to understand Chimu (approx. AD 1000—-1450/1470) sacrificial practices and the ideologies fueling
their performance. In contrast, little has been done to contextualize sacrificial garments within the
overarching pantheon of Chimud weaving. To correct these breaks in scholarly thought, | have conducted in-
depth visual analyses of |12 textiles uncovered with the child sacrificial victims buried at Pampa la Cruz,
Huanchaco in July of 2022. The findings of these analyses allow me to extrapolate information revolving
around the weavers who created these textiles and their conceptualization of the sacrificial child within
Chimu society. Including the recent observations of more Pampa la Cruz textiles curated by the Universidad
Nacional de Trujillo which sheds light on the burial program employed in these contexts, and points toward
various new avenues of study. As a result, | propose three scenarios that could explain the role played by
these textiles and how they could help to investigate the identity (as a sacrificial being) of the children buried
atop Pampa la Cruz.
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Alexander, Clara [159] see Tokovinine, Alexandre

Alexander, Jesse [268] see Kellner, Corina

Alexander, Michelle [22] see Pluskowski, Aleks

Alexander, Rani (New Mexico State University)
[83]

Discussant

[83]

Chair

Alexandrino Ocaiia, Grace (Stanford University)
[243]
Chair

Alexandrino Ocaia, Grace (Stanford University) and Carla Marquez Abad (University College
London)

[243]

Reflexiones, posibilidades y desafios de la arqueologia colaborativa en el Perti

{Es posible hacer arqueologia colaborativa en Perd? De serlo, ;Cuales son las caracteristicas locales de esta
practica? Debido a movimientos sociales de reivindicacion de los derechos de comunidades descendientes,
desde la década de 1990 la arqueologia colaborativa es tendencia en el mundo anglosajon. Regulaciones y
leyes impulsaron el pasé de una aproximacion centrada en la educacion patrimonial al desarrollo de
proyectos de investigacion y de gestién del patrimonio donde las voces de comunidades no especialistas son
determinantes. Considerando la realidad social peruana, es relevante preguntarnos si podemos hablar de una
arqueologia colaborativa y qué significa para las y los investigadores, y para las comunidades con las que
trabajan. En esta presentacién reflexionaremos sobre qué entendemos por arqueologia colaborativa en Perd,
las estrategias que se han desarrollado para integrar a diversos ciudadanos en las investigaciones
arqueoldgicas y sobre el potencial y limitantes que tiene esta manera de hacer arqueologia en Perd. Debido a
que existen pocos grupos autoidentificados y reconocidos legalmente como descendientes, comunidades
originarias o indigenas, este escenario y el hecho de que en su mayoria son comunidades desprovistas de
servicios por el Estado, determina la manera en que incluimos a las comunidades en nuestra practica
arqueoldgica.

Alfonso-Durruty, Marta [9] see Morello Repetto, Flavia

Alford, McKenzie (Southern Methodist University) and Douglas Mitchell (S'edav Va'aki
Museum)

[69]

Old Data, New Format: Digitizing to Increase the Accessibility of Mortuary Information at S'edav Va'aki, Phoenix,
Arizona

Digital databases are critical to archaeological data management, but our increasing use of them since the

1 980s means that some of them have become artifacts in themselves. Cultural resource management (CRM)
firms in particular rely on different databases to document mortuary features and associated funerary objects,
but as many CRM collections have already been repatriated to descendant communities, the field notes, field
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maps, osteological drawings, artifact recordings, and databases from the excavations are all that remain. This
poster uses the large Classic period Hohokam site of S’edav Va’aki (formerly Pueblo Grande) in Phoenix,
Arizona, to show how mortuary feature information previously stored in outdated technology may be
converted into an accessible online platform. While some field and osteological notes had already been
digitized, many still existed only in physical form. This poster presents a methodology to digitize and compile
the data from each of the recovered ancestral remains at S’edav Va’aki and organize them into a searchable
database to better compare mortuary features within and beyond the site to help us better understand
Hohokam society.

Alix, Claire (CNRS UMR8096 / Univ. Paris | Pantheon Sorbonne)

[307]

Conceptualizing the Study of Wood Remains in Arctic Sites: A 20-Year Short Review and a Case Study

Analyses of wood remains and artifact assemblages, while remaining few, are nevertheless developing in many
areas of the American Arctic and the North Atlantic, providing a rich, diverse database for site or regional
comparisons. At the same time, research on changing driftwood circulation and provenance over time has
made a comeback in recent years. The results of this work are helpful to archaeologists as they examine the
contribution of human and environmental factors in the complex cycle of wood production, circulation,
distribution, and use. Despite such tremendous progress, the importance of wood in past Arctic societies and
the high quality of preserved wood remains, Arctic archaeologists still do not make wood sampling and
analyses a priority, in the same way as they would for other, more traditionally studied remains. Moreover,
there is a surprising lack of understanding of what dendrochronology, even on driftwood, can contribute to
understanding archaeological sites when properly sampled and documented. In this paper, | describe the
sampling strategy and recording of architectural, artifact, and other wood material remains implemented at
the Rising Whale site in northwestern Alaska during the Cape Espenberg Birnirk project and how analysis of
these remains improves understanding of site occupation and chronology.

Alix, Claire [306] see Lemaitre, Coline
Alix, Claire [307] see Taieb, Juliette
Alix, Claire [307] see Thirouard, Constance

Alker, Zoe [62] see Mant, Madeleine

Allard, Amélie (Rhode Island College)

[153]

Colonialism, Waterways, and Relationships in the Late Eighteenth-Century Fur Trade

In the late eighteenth century, the Mississippi Headwaters and Great Lakes area bustled with mobile
European- and métis-descended traders hoping to make a trade with local Indigenous peoples. Often
referred to as “the fur trade,” this willful exchange provided a stage for sets of relationships to be
established, negotiated, and contested on a daily basis, including connections to the landscape. Waterways
were particularly important in this context, as they provided the main means of travel, permitting traders to
spread their posts and influence across the landscape of the interior. As such, waterways played an often-
underestimated role in the creation of contested landscapes and social relationships. In this paper, | use
documentary sources as well as data from two archaeological collections (Réaume’s Leaf River Post, MN, and
underwater collections currently housed at the Royal Ontario Museum) to consider the ambivalent nature of
intercultural relationships. The latter arose when colonial ideals and assumptions informed daily practices and
the geographic imaginary of traders. | argue that ambivalent relationships also extended to the broader
landscape (and waterscape), emerging out of the traders’ mobile lifestyle (and associated labor practices,
risks, and anxieties) as well as contested sharing of knowledge, practices, and geographic imaginaries.
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Allard, Francis (Indiana University of Pennsylvania)

[289]

Early Maritime Interaction Networks in the South China Sea: A Multidisciplinary Approach

Well before the establishment—during the last two centuries BCE—of a “Maritime Silk Route” linking
China to maritime lands to its south, archaeological evidence indicates the existence of wide-ranging links
between coastal regions of the South China Sea. By the fifth century BCE, different types of goods moved
along these maritime networks, including stone and glass ornaments (especially beads), as well as ceramic
vessels and vessel styles. Two elements of these early networks of interaction are worth noting. First, the
evidence for long-distance contact consists mostly of exotic goods and ornaments, and second, the
relevant coastal cultures were all pre-literate. Partly for these reasons, understanding the nature and
impact of these early interaction networks remains a challenge, with some suggesting that they represent
the maintenance of patterns of migration and interaction established during the much earlier Austronesian
expansion, while others point to the participation of wide-ranging “Sea Nomad” groups. As a way to move
the discussion forward, this presentation argues for a multidisciplinary approach that incorporates
oceanographic (e.g., winds; currents, deltaic gecomorphology; interisland visibility) and ethnographic data.

Comeparisons to the Mediterranean also provide insights into the nature of early networks of interaction in
the South China Sea.

Allen, Forest (National Park Service) and Adam Wiewel (National Park Service)

[177]

Adobe and Sod: Recent Results from a Multi-instrument Geophysical Survey at Fort Larned National Historic Site,
Kansas

Between 2021 and 2023 archaeologists at the Midwest Archeological Center conducted a multi-instrument
geophysical survey at Fort Larned National Historic Site in Kansas. The survey sought to expand on previous
archaeological investigations and to provide baseline documentation of archaeological resources across
multiple areas at Fort Larned. Our survey was primarily focused on accurately mapping some of the earliest
non-extant adobe and sod structures at the fort, to assess their condition, and to identify other historically
documented structures that have not been relocated. To achieve this goal, an earth resistance and ground-
penetrating radar survey was conducted over an area of approximately 1.3 ha (3.2 acres). The results of this
survey revealed significant details about several structures including exterior dimensions and interior room
divisions. Additionally, we utilized a wide-area survey approach with magnetometry to address areas of the
fort that previously received less attention. Using a cart-based, |6-channel magnetic gradiometer towed by a
UTV, a cumulative area measuring approximately 54 ha (133 acres) was surveyed across the Fort Larned
landscape. The resulting baseline geophysical inventory will be utilized in planning and management of
archaeological resources at Fort Larned.

Allen, Mitchell (University of California, Berkeley), John Whitney (US Geological Service) and
Silvio Pezzopane (Independent Researcher)

[310]

The Role of Groundwater and Sinkholes on Bronze and Iron Age Settlement Patterns in Sistan

Archaeologists have leaned heavily on fluctuations in the channels of the Helmand River to explain the rise of
Shahr-i Sokhta and the Helmand Civilization during the third millennium in the Sistan basin between
Afghanistan and Iran, the subsequent abandonment of the region, and the return of complex settlement in the
mid-first millennium BCE. Recent satellite imagery, geological modeling, and archaeological ground surveys
offer new insight into regional water resources and their impact on settlement patterns. Unlike riverine
settlements in Mesopotamia and the Indus Valley, Sistan is a fluvio-lacustrine environment located in a closed
basin where surface and ground waters are trapped in a subsiding depression. Water collects along faults and
fracture lines and dissolves the evaporitic lakebeds and bedrock beneath, forming hundreds of sinkholes.
Survey data shows that many sites identified in Sistan were situated near these sinkholes or along local
stream channels emanating from springs, which dried during periods of drought and filled with water in
wetter periods. If local sources of water were available for human occupation and for agriculture, hunting,
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and fishing, we contend changes in early Sistan settlement through time depended on groundwater
availability, not primarily on changes in the Helmand channel or its distributaries.

Allen, Robert (New York University Abu Dhabi)
[145]

Eating with Neanderthals

[WITHDRAWN]

Allison, James [285] see Corrales, Carolina

Alloteau, Fanny (Bordeaux Montaigne University), Ayed Ben Amara (Bordeaux Montaigne
University), Nadia Cantin (Bordeaux Montaigne University), Alejandra Castafieda (Paris |
Panthéon-Sorbonne University) and Véronique Darras (Paris | Panthéon-Sorbonne University)
[240]

Geochemical Investigation of Chupicuaro Ceramic Wares (Formative Mesoamerica)

In the framework of the CHUPICERAM project, we perform geochemical analyses to investigate the chemical
composition of the pastes and the decorations of ceramic wares excavated from two different archaeological
sites (TR6 / JR24) and assigned to two different periods (Chupicuaro / Mixtlan) of the Chupicuaro culture. A
corpus of study of around 200 sherds was selected, based in particular on their representativeness of the
different stylistic groups encountered, and several analytical methods were used (p-XRF, p-Raman,
hyperspectral imaging, SEM-EDX, FTIR). All the ceramic pastes are identified as non-calcareous (CaO < 2.5
wt%). Our results show compositional differences of these pastes between archaeological sites and through
time (Chupicuaro sherds versus Mixtlan sherds), both for major elements and trace elements. Regarding the
decorations, they consist of a mixture of clay and iron oxides for the reds, and of clay, iron oxides, and
manganese oxides for the black/café ones. The clayey beige decorations are rich in calcium. A change in raw
material at the Chupicuaro / Mixtlan transition is highlighted for the black/café decorations in particular. On
the basis of these results, our hypotheses concerning the production of Chupicuaro ceramics and its
diachronic evolution will be introduced in the present communication.

Allshouse, Aurora [268] see Faber, Sarah

Allué Andrés, Lydia (Université Toulouse 2; Universidad de Zaragoza) and Ted Gragson
(University of Georgia)

[301]

Scalar Responses to Production and Extreme Conditions in the Southern Borderlands of Aragon between AD 1248 and
1559

Alfonso | took Daroca, an important city in the Upper March of Al-Andalus since the ninth century, by conquest
in AD | 120. He granted the city a large rural territory that evolved by AD 1248 into a new property regime
called the Comunidad de Aldeas de Daroca. Four such entities emerged in the southern borderlands of Aragon
independent of the control from (if not always the influence) of the city; they took their name from and having
the royal privilege of self-governance. The Comunidad de Aldeas de Daroca eventually comprised 96 co-equal
villages spatially organized into five districts (sesma) and politically organized into a quasi-sovereign council of
villages. The Comunidad had usufruct over a shifting mosaic of managed forests, grazing lands, and croplands
across ca. 5,000 km? subject to a Mediterranean climate regime. Most importantly, the member villages
controlled up to 203 wood-pastures (dehesas) to which the Council of Villages negotiated use-contracts with
the Cattleman’s Association of Zaragoza. The region experienced a succession of extreme environmental and
socioeconomic conditions beginning middle of the thirteenth century, yet the Comunidad de Aldeas de Daroca
was buffered by scaling responses among the coalition of equal villages according to their location and context.
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Allué Andrés, Lydia [233] see Gragson, Ted

Almeida, Fernando [54] see Kater, Thiago

Almeida, Martina, Fernando Astudillo (Universidad San Francisco de Quito) and Juan Argoti
Goémez (Universidad San Francisco de Quito)

[42]

Liquid Nationalism: World War Il Archaeology at Cerro Orchilla US Rada Station, Isabela Island, Galapagos (1940-
1946)

During World War Il, the US Army and Navy built joint bases on some islands and archipelagos in the
northeastern Pacific to protect the Panama Canal. The Galapagos Islands played a crucial role in protecting
the canal zone due to its strategic geographical location between Panama and the Gulf of Guayaquil. A central
military base was built on Baltra island, and some adjunct radar stations and support bases were built on
other islands. Three radar stations were built on Isabela Island to detect possible air attacks from the west.
Constructions of these stations caused important landscape modifications to previously unoccupied
ecosystems. During archaeological survey in summer 2023, we defined the occupation area and the layout of
the Cerro Orchilla radar station, which was occupied from 1940 to 1946. During fieldwork, several
abandoned structures were identified and artifacts of different types were collected. An important number of
glass bottles of North American provenience were found. The goal of this study was to identify the
assemblage of glass bottles to explore aspects of the daily life of the soldiers who served on Isabela Island and
the Galapagos during World War II.

Almeida, Martina [18] see Astudillo, Fernando

al-Nahar, Maysoon [281] see Beller, Jeremy

Alonso, Alejandra
[261]
Discussant

Alonso Eguiluz, Monica (AMGC-Vrije Universiteit Brussel), Rosa Maria Albert
(ICREA/Autonomous University of Barcelona), Michael Toffolo (CENIEH), Liv Nilsson Stutz
(Linnaeus University) and Aaron Stutz (Bohuslins Museum)

[93]

High-Resolution Microarchaeological Techniques for Understanding Depositional and Postdepositional Processes in
Mughr-el Hamamah Cave (Jordan)

The rich archaeological record of the Mughr-el Hamamah (MHM) site in Jordan is key to understanding the
Middle-Upper Paleolithic transition in the Levant. However, important postdepositional processes due to
pastoral activities during the twentieth century have affected the archaeological deposits and need to be
taken into account. The archaeological deposits consist of Layer A, resulting from these pastoral activities,
and Layer B, dated 44.5—40.0 ky BP. Field observations suggest that Layer B has been partially altered by
shepherds, affecting the Early Upper Paleolithic deposits. Here we present the results of a multiproxy
microarchaeological approach applied to MHM aimed at delineating these disturbances and other
postdepositional processes that may have affected the archaeological record of Layer B, including plant
microremains (phytoliths). Fecal spherulites, were used to define the limits of disturbance in Layer B.
Micromorphological analysis identified four intact depositional facies in Layer B, representing an interplay of
natural and anthropogenic factors. Characteristic dicotyledonous phytoliths were identified in the hearths,
indicating the use of wood as fuel. Fruit phytoliths also occurred in the western area, where well-preserved
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charred wood and seeds were found. Finally, herb-diagnostic phytoliths correspond to C; and C, taxa
indicating an overall humid environment with dry spells.

Alperstein, Jonathan (Dartmouth College), Jesse Casana (Dartmouth College), Carolin
Ferwerda (Dartmouth College), Madeleine McLeester (Dartmouth College) and Nathaniel
Kitchel (Salve Regina)

[283]

Woodland Villages in the Upper Connecticut River Valley: Landscape-Scale Geophysics as Evidence for Large Sedentary
Settlements in Northern New England

The general absence of Woodland village sites within New England’s archaeological record has generated
considerable debate and varied interpretations of past Indigenous subsistence-settlement strategies. In Northern
New England, scholarship suggests this area was dominated by hunter-gatherers until the arrival of Europeans,
indicating sedentary villages were rare and only located within Southern and Coastal New England. Locating
villages or even individual house sites to address the accuracy of this hypothesis is challenged by poor
preservation resulting from centuries of colonization and environmental conditions. After employing ground-
penetrating radar (GPR), we successfully mapped cultural features along the Connecticut River Valley. These
features include dense groupings of Woodland houses. Here, we reveal a dense archaeological landscape of sites
within Northern New England and provide evidence to suggest the existence of larger villages in the region.

Alperstein, Jonathan [84] see Casana, Jesse

Alsgaard, Asia (University of Bergen)

[55]
Chair

Alsgaard, Asia (University of Bergen), Karen van Niekerk (SapienCE Centre for Early Sapiens
Behaviour), Carin Andersson (NORCE Norwegian Research Centre) and Mimi Lam (Centre
for the Study of the Sciences and the Human)

[55]

Exploring Characteristics of Sustainable Coastal Exploitation during the Middle and Later Stone Ages in South Africa
through Fish Bones and Seal Teeth

This interdisciplinary research project investigates both the emergence and defining characteristics of
sustainable coastal exploitation. The southern coast of South Africa has the longest history of sustained
coastal exploitation globally, despite rising and falling sea levels, changing coastal habitats, and variations in
seasonality and temperature. Given this long history of coastal exploitation, with the earliest evidence of
systematic coastal exploitation by |10 ka to the present, we aim to explore how humans took advantage of
changing coastal environments as part of an overall sustainable subsistence strategy. Stable isotope
measurements of fish bones and seal teeth (as proxies for habitat use) and analysis of fish otoliths (a proxy
for seasonal exploitation) can provide insights into where and when humans were exploiting fish and seals.
Meanwhile, changes in the body size of a harvested fish species over time, namely, the yellowtail amberjack
(Seriola lalandi), can be used as a proxy for subsistence intensification. In summary, we explore the origins of
and patterns within and across site-specific changes in fish and seal habitat use, seasonal exploitation, and
subsistence intensification from four Stone Age sites in southern Africa: Blombos Cave, Klasies River Main
Site, Hoffman’s/Robberg Cave, and Nelson Bay Cave.

Alt, Susan (Indiana University, Bloomington)

[56]

Visible and Invisible Workings of Cahokia

Cahokia has long been subjected to terminological contention, failing to fit categorical configurations such as
state or chiefdom but has now become commonly referred to as an urbanism—effectively dodging the
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chiefdom/state terminological quandary. What if much of the categorical problem lies in looking at the world
through a Euro/American lens? Traditional Western definitions of sociopolitical types focus too narrowly on
“power over” rather than concepts expressed as important community values by indigenous scholars, such as
“in relation with,” “responsibility to,” and “responsibility with.” Shifting focus to prioritize Indigenous values
emphasizes relationality, landscapes, other than human persons, communal values, and the numinous. This
focus reconfigures aspects of Cahokia that have long been dismissed, misunderstood, or ignored. Here, |
explore how Cahokia became an urbanism as a result of a religious movement and frame this development by
calling on Indigenous understandings of community, power, authority, the numinous, and relationality.
Drawing on archaeological data from Cahokia, outlying shrines, and other nodal centers as well as Indigenous
values, | argue that Cahokians’ ideologies were in fact built into the architectural features that they
constructed and were emphasized by the Cahokians” chosen landscapes.

Altizer, Kendy

[130]

The Most Inhospitable of Environments: Enslaved Life in the Rice Fields of the Santee Delta

Located between Charleston and Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, the Santee Delta is a unique wetland habitat
characterized by tidal marshes and low-lying barrier islands. Situated between the North and South Santee
Rivers, the delta is a critical stopping point for a number of migratory birds and is also a popular duck hunting
destination. However, historically, it played an important role in the British Atlantic world as it was also the
heart of rice culture in the colonies. Once a thriving industrial complex centered on the growth and
processing of rice, this wetland environment was home to thousands of enslaved people whose labor and
knowledge of rice cultivation enriched the White planter class that owned these lands. Though much of the
above ground evidence for processing areas and settlements are gone, there is archaeological evidence of this
industry and the people that built it. By using a multiple lines of evidence, this paper will show how people
utilized this remote and inhospitable landscape and why we should care about it today.

Altschul, Jeffrey (SRI Foundation/Coalition for Archaeological Synthesis)

[308]

Collaborative Research, Synthesis Centers, and the Challenge of Connecting the Past to the Present

Synthesis in archaeology has traditionally been the province of the lone scholar, requiring heroic efforts of
finding, integrating, and interpreting the results of published and unpublished reports. Such an approach is no
longer tenable. The advent of CRM has led to a mountain of documented but only partially interpreted data.
Academic and applied research projects now incorporate digital technologies which produce data at a pace
that outstrips investigator’s ability to absorb them. It is telling that at a time when ample data on past human
behavior and natural environments, the tools to make such data interoperable, and the desire to address
long-term processes underlying many of today’s existential challenges exist, the major hinderance to synthesis
are the traditions and culture of archaeology. About 30 years ago, other sciences facing similar issues came
up with a novel solution: the synthesis center. These centers replaced lone scholars with working groups of
collaborators who represent all sides of a problem, stress inclusivity and diversity, and who are provided the
physical and digital tools to succeed. In 2017, archaeology joined these sciences with the establishment of the
Coalition for Archaeological Synthesis (CfAS). In this paper, | trace CfAS’s history and accomplishments.

Altschul, Jeffrey [267] see Douglas, Diane

Alva, Ignacio [212] see Klaus, Haagen
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Alva Valverde, Giuseppe (Proyecto de Investigaciéon Arqueoldgica y Conservacion Chavin de
Huantar, PUCP), Oscar Arias Espinoza (Proyecto de Investigacion Arqueolégica y
Conservaciéon Chavin de Huantar) and Mary Claudia Avila Peltroche (Universidad Nacional
Mayor de San Marcos)

[27]

Renovacion del templo en Chavin de Hudntar en el Periodo Formativo Tardio: Una interpretacion desde el estudio de
los materiales

En esta presentacion expondremos sobre los analisis realizados a los objetos hallados en contextos de
ofrendas, asociados a lo que hemos definido como la renovacion del templo en Chavin de Huantar, practica
ritual realizada durante el Periodo Formativo Tardio (900-450 aC). Los resultados nos han permitido
reconocer el mantenimiento de un patrén de deposicion asociado a la construccion de arquitectura
ceremonial por mas de 500 anhos. Ademas, logramos identificar la proveniencia de estos objetos desde
ecosistemas lejanos como las playas o lomas costeras.

Alva Valverde, Giuseppe [27] see Lema, Veronica

Alvarado, Claudia (University of Copenhagen) and Takeshi Inomata (University of Arizona)
[125]

Landscape Modifications and Water Management at Aguada Fénix

The latest archaeological evidence has shown that 10,000 years ago the landscapes of the actual Mexican
territory suffered constant changes due to human activities. Fire, horticulture, species dissemination, and
agriculture are among the factors that played a significant role in landscape transformations. The area
occupied by the monumental site of Aguada Fénix was not an exemption. The creation of artificial reservoirs
and hydraulic works dated from around | 100 BC show the advanced knowledge the builders had on water
management, one of the most abundant resources found around the area. The requirements to reach the
final goal took huge human force at a communitarian level to create their own environment. Archaeological
works at Laguna Naranjito—a shallow lake found to the west part of the artificial plateau—evince that the
area underwent major changes. This talk is about those modifications, the hydraulic features, the landscape
transformation, and the human force implied in this engineering work.

Alvarado, Claudia (University of Copenhagen)
[214]
Chair

Alvarado, Claudia [214] see Nielsen, Jesper
Alvarado, Claudia [214] see Testard, Juliette

Alvarez, Carlos (Centro de Estudios Mayas, UNAM) and Lynneth Lowe (Centro de Estudios
Mayas, UNAM)

[114]

An Iconographic Study of Pottery Stamps from a Postclassic Village in Las Margaritas, Chiapas, Mexico

The abundance of pottery stamps, variety of designs and quality of its craftsmanship during the Postclassic
period, contrasts with the scarce studies regarding these special artifacts whose analysis can contribute to the
knowledge of significant aspects of ancient Maya culture. These stamps were used to imprint decorative
motifs on the human body, fabrics, or other materials, and its designs, loaded with symbolism, merit further
attention. In this paper we will present the preliminary results of a typological analysis of motifs carved on a
group of 206 stamps, excavated at a Late Postclassic and colonial (AD 1250—1524) settlement in the Maya
Highlands, at Las Margaritas, Chiapas, Mexico. The designs in our sample show schematic representations and
animal figures, like birds, snakes and mammals, with important symbolic implications in local culture.
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Alvarez, Maria Clara [200] see Gutiérrez, Maria

Alvarez, Ricardo [158] see Torres, Jimena

Alvarez Soncini, Maria Celina [178] see Huidobro, Consuelo

Alvey, Jeffrey (Missouri State Historic Preservation Office), Virginie Renson (University of
Missouri, Columbia), Diana Greenlee (University of Louisiana, Monroe) and Tiffany Raymond
(Binghamton University)

[24]

New Insights into Poverty Point Exchange through Lead Isotopic Analysis of Galena

The mineral galena is well established as a raw material used by prehistoric peoples of eastern North
America from the Late Archaic through Mississippian periods. In the lower Mississippi River Valley, numerous
specimens have been recovered at sites occupied by groups associated with the Poverty Point culture. The
current study involves isotopic analysis of galena specimens from two of those sites, Poverty Point and
Claiborne. These results demonstrate a strong connection between the galena specimens and source areas in
southern Missouri and northern Arkansas. There is no evidence of connections to Upper Mississippi Valley
source areas as reported in some previous studies. Because the specimens were recovered from excavated
contexts, some of which have associated radiocarbon dates, these findings are placed within a more secure
spatial and temporal framework than has been typical of previous studies into the exploitation of galena by
Poverty Point culture groups.

Alway, Margaret [72] see Morgan, Brooke

Ames, Christine [98] see Trocolli, Ruth

Ames, Christopher (University of Victoria)
[139]
Chair

Ames, Christopher (University of Victoria) and April Nowell (University of Victoria)

[139]

Human-Environment Dynamics at the Arid Margin of the Levant: Fluctuating Freshwater Resources between 400,000
and 40,000 Years Ago in the Greater Azraq Oasis Area, Jordan

The Azraq Basin is a 12,000 km? internal drainage system at the eastern margin of the Levant. The center of
the basin, which we refer to as the Greater Azraq Oasis Area (GAOA), is characterized by a mudflat flanked
by two historical wetlands. Desiccation of these wetlands in the early 1990s and subsequent construction
activities have exposed middle and late Pleistocene wetland deposits containing abundant Lower, Middle, and
Upper Paleolithic stone tools and faunal remains. Landscape-focused geoarchaeological research has since
demonstrated that the past 350,000 years in the GAOA is characterized by at least three local wetting-drying
cycles that would have dramatically shifted the quantity and distribution of freshwater resources, ranging
from expansive wetland landscapes to desert refugia characterized by isolated spring pools—changes that
would have significantly impacted the mobility decisions and settlement patterns of Paleolithic inhabitants. In
this paper, we present results of our ongoing efforts to integrate the Pleistocene archaeological,
paleoenvironmental, and paleoclimatic records of the GAOA to elucidate the relationship between fluctuating
freshwater resources and hominin adaptation in the Basin between 400,000 and 40,000 BP.
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An, Na [51] see Fu, Yue

An, Ting

[256]

MicroCT Analysis Reveals Beginning of Rice Domestication in the Lower Yangtze Valley during the Tenth Millennium
BpP

The Lower Yangtze valley is widely recognized as the earliest center of rice agriculture. The process of rice
domestication, based on the morphology of spikelet bases, has been traced to between 9000 and 5000 BP.
However, the domestication status of rice before 9000 BP remains a subject of debate due to the near
absence of macrobotanical remains in the region. This research aims to address this gap by investigating rice
impressions and inclusions found in ceramic sherds from the early Shangshan site (ca. 12,711-8538 cal BP).
Utilizing quantitative microCT analysis, this study examined 184 impressions of Oryza sp. spikelet bases from
ceramic sherds, generating the most extensive database of rice remains dating to the early Shangshan phase.
The results present evidence for the early onset of the rice domestication process during the tenth
millennium BP, supported by the presence of 12% non-shattering-type spikelet bases. This study represents a
pioneering use of microCT quantitative analysis of ceramic sherds with early plant impressions.

Anaya Hernandez, Armando (Universidad Autonoma de Campeche), Nicholas Dunning
(University of Cincinnati), David Lentz (University of Cincinnati), Jeffrey Brewer (University of
Cincinnati) and Christopher Carr (University of Cincinnati)

[31]

Paleoenvironmental Research at Yaxnohcah, Campeche, Mexico

When the Proyecto Arqueolégico Yaxnohcah began |13 years ago in 2011, some of our driving questions
centered on the Bajo el Laberinto and the role that this enormous wetland played in the rise and
development of what was to become the great city of Yaxnohcah: Why were the early inhabitants of the
Central Karstic Uplands drawn to this environment? Were the extensive wetlands the primary reason for the
settlement of the region? Had this bajo depression been altered from perennial to seasonal due to erosion
and deforestation? Is there evidence that the inhabitants of Yaxnohcah managed their habitat sustainably? To
address these questions and others that emerged because of our investigations, we included in our research
agenda actions geared toward the recovery of data that would give some insight in how the ancient
inhabitants of Yaxnohcah managed their landscape. In the process several scholars joined the project adding
within their disciplines more knowledge to our understanding of urban and land management processes of
the bajo region. In this paper we synthesize the works that have been carried out through the life of the
project, to interpret how the ancient inhabitants of the region modified their landscape.

Anaya Hernandez, Armando [31] see Dunning, Nicholas
Anaya Hernandez, Armando [78] see Lockett-Harris, Joshuah
Anaya Hernandez, Armando [78] see Longstaffe, Matthew
Anaya Hernandez, Armando [31] see Montgomery, Shane
Anaya Hernandez, Armando [78] see Reese-Taylor, Kathryn

Anderson, Arthur [154] see Spahr, Tim

Anderson, David G. [173] see Wells, Joshua

Anderson, David S. (Radford University)

[14]
Teaching Archaeological Epistemology through Tabletop Gaming



Individual Abstracts of the 2024 SAA 89th Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana 24

More often than not, the general public learns about archaeology through flashy headlines proclaiming
glamorous finds and grand interpretations with little to no explanation of how those conclusions are drawn.
As a result, students in their first archaeology class struggle to understand the reasons behind learning
archaeological methods and the detailed work of artifact analysis. In an effort to help students come to a
better understanding of how archaeologists construct knowledge of the past, | am developing a tabletop
board game that models the research process in archaeology. The game can be played in 30-50 minutes by a
group of 3-5 students and challenges them to select research questions, draft a team of specialists, survey,
excavate, and analyze an archaeological record created by a series of card decks. Initial playtests have
received positive feedback from students, and another round of playtesting will be conducted shortly before
the Society for American Archaeology meetings. The ultimate goal of this work is to create a publicly
accessible resource that helps students both learn how archaeologists think and have fun in the process.

Anderson, David S. (Radford University)
[65]

Discussant

Anderson, Karen

[284]

Local Impact of Tiwanaku at the site of Pinami, Cochabamba: Synthesis of Diachronic Ceramic, Household, Food
Production, Mortuary, and Isotopic Data

The Tiwanaku state has been shown to have had varied methods for interacting with and influencing its
peripheries. This poster presents a synthesis of multiyear excavations at the site of Pinami in the Central
Valley of Cochabamba that provides both diachronic depth from the Late Formative, Middle Horizon and
Early Intermediate and a wide range of datasets including ceramic, household, mortuary and isotopic data.
Considered as a whole the data shows evidence of significant Tiwanaku impact by the late Middle Horizon on
all lifeways. | conclude that the data supports a model of Tiwanaku using indirect control in Cochabamba.

Anderson, Shelby [20] see Buonasera, Tammy
Anderson, Shelby [262] see Lewis, Michael

Anderson, Siobhan (Shumla Archaeological Research and Education Center)
[244]
Chair

Anderson, Siobhan (Shumla Archaeological Research and Education Center), Carolyn Boyd
(Texas State University), Phil Dering (Texas State University) and David Keim (Shumla
Archaeological Research and Education Center)

[244]

Brushstrokes of the Past: Unraveling Pecos River Style Murals with Harris Matrix Composer

Stratigraphic analysis has long been a cornerstone of archaeological research, and the practice of displaying
and analyzing complex relationships between stratigraphic surfaces and layers using Harris Matrix Composer
is commonplace. New methods in rock art research have incorporated an understanding of stratigraphy in
the analysis of paint layers. As a part of the ongoing Hearthstone Project, archaeologists at Shumla
Archaeological Research and Education Center (Texas) have analyzed the paint layers at 10 Pecos River Style
(PRS) rock art sites and created Harris Matrices to graphically display the complex stratigraphic relationships
revealed by this analysis. Doing so reveals novel issues that arise from using software designed for layers of
sediment on rock art. With that said, using Harris Matrix Composer in this manner to differentiate between
distinct painting events allows us to argue that PRS murals were primarily rendered during a single painting
event as a composition rather than separate painting events accumulated over time.
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Anderson, Siobhan [156] see Radillo Rolén, Diana

Anderson, Zoe [257] see Blake, Asher

Anderson Stamnes, Arne [24] see Greenlee, Diana

Andersson, Carin [55] see Alsgaard, Asia

Andreassen, Olaug [18] see Martinsson-Wallin, Helene

Andrews, Charles (CU Boulder)

[94]

Bayesian Demographic Reconstruction in the US Southwest: “Playing” with Priors

Paleodemographic reconstruction is an essential prerequisite for understanding human ecology of ancient
societies. In the US Southwest several studies have employed Bayesian statistical methods to improve
population estimates. This paper compares two alternative implementations of Bayesian statistics to
demographic reconstruction in the US Southwest—Empirical Bayesian Analysis and a more generic Uniform
Probability Density Analysis (UPDA). The two methods differ significantly in their approach to the
construction of “Priors”, the creation of which is a point of contention for critics of Bayesian statistics. This
study employs the UPDA approach for the first time in the VEP2N study area where previous work
employed the Empirical methodology to assess the impact of this difference on final results, and to explore
how alternative Prior construction within the UPDA approach affects final outcomes. The work concludes
that Prior construction must be performed thoughtfully, and while the more generic UPDA approach does
not produce results drastically different from the highly specific and customized Empirical approach, that is
critically contingent on the specific selection of sites and ware types used for Prior construction. For
example, alternative data selection for UDPA priors can generate three, rather than the two, demographic
cycles of the Empirical method.

Andrews, E. Wyllys, V (Tulane University)
[292]
Moderator

Angelbeck, Bill (Douglas College)
[298]
Chair

Angelbeck, Bill (Douglas College)

[298]

The Possibilities of Sociopolitical Forms: An Archaeological Existentialism for Collectives

In The Dawn of Everything, Graeber and Wengrow present a thought-provoking archaeological history of
humankind that challenges common understandings of our pasts. Instead of a linear progression from
egalitarian pasts to state-based hierarchies, they show the spectrum of variability of sociopolitical structures
that have emerged throughout history. In so doing, they raise awareness of human sociopolitical possibilities,
bringing readers to reflect on and question the apparent fixity of current state forms of rule, which are
commonplace today. Here, | focus on this facet of their work, their highlighting of sociopolitical possibilities
that were actualized in the past. They foster a sense of anarchic play in social and ritual practices, showcasing
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other ways of living in the world and with others. While Marx and Kropotkin more often provided sketches
of humanist ideals for how political arrangements could be, Graeber and Wengrow provide numerous case
studies of realized possibilities from the archaeological record. | will discuss how they have provided us with
a form of existentialism that is not concerned primarily with the subjective individual, but one that is
anchored and operates at the level of the collective.

Angelbeck, Bill [35] see Oliver, Kristin

Angelini, Sam [203] see Edgcomb, Owen

Angelo, Dante
[142]
Discussant

Angeloff, Nick, Mark Castro, Marisol Cortez-Rincon and Engin Nasuh (NI Institute and
Museum Bitola)

[141]

Macedonian Presence on the Crnobuki Gradiste Riches to Rags: Year |

Cal Poly Humboldt and the Museum Bitola initiated a long term research project in the Pelagonia region of
North Macedonia, this paper presents the results of the initial field season. Our expectations were that the
site was the location of a remote Macedonian garrison defending against Roman incursions. We conducted
excavations, remote sensing and in depth gray literature research in 2023 and discovered a complex fortress
area with extensive habitation areas, workshops, artifact deposits, deeper time depth than expected, and
tantalizing previous work that all points toward a significant Macedonian City existed at this location that
persisted through Roman conquest. Remote sensing data, excavation data, and past archaeological work are
analyzed and presented.

Angelucci, Diego [151] see Carrer, Francesco

Anglisz, Barbara (Independent Heritage Field Researcher)

[95]

How Grassroots Initiatives Preserve and Protect Tunisian Cultural Heritage

The Medina of Tunis is an ancient Islamic city and a UNESCO World Heritage site. However, it is in a
vulnerable state, with many historic palaces, ancient dwellings, and monuments confronting neglect, leading to
an alarming rate of deterioration. In 2021, an independent ethnographic research study was conducted in the
Medina of Tunis in collaboration with Blue Fish, a social enterprise consultancy. Through assessing local
heritage values and the extent of community awareness of the significance of preserving historical assets, the
research contributed to local knowledge creation in ways that help heritage advocates to better understand
the challenges around preserving the Medina and implement practical strategies and interventions to
strengthen preservation efforts. The results of the research highlighted the important role that grassroots
heritage organizations play in shifting existing negative perspectives of the Medina, educating the public, and
raising awareness around the Medina’s rich heritage. In this session, a short video will first be presented to
tell the story of the Medina. This will be followed by a presentation of the highlights of the research findings,
demonstrating how cultivating grassroots heritage organizations and inclusive participation have proven
successful in promoting awareness, revitalizing, and protecting heritage in the Medina.

Anschuetz, Kurt [112] see Duwe, Samuel
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Antezana Soria, Valeria (Universidad de Tarapaca, Agencia Nacional de Investigacion y
Desarrollo de Chile)

[178]

Liberal Logics and Their Influence on the Management of Republican Haciendas of Yocalla and Puna in Potosi, Bolivia
This paper will present the preliminary results of an archaeological investigation, currently in progress,
carried out in the ex-haciendas of Yocalla and Puna, in Potosi, Bolivia. Based on archaeological survey, surface
material, architectural evidence and historical documentation from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, it
is intended to explore the influence of the liberal logics introduced by the Republican elites in the spatial
management of the haciendas. These are located in spaces that were previously subjected to the forces of
Potosi’s mining market during the colonial period. The archaeological and historical evidence allows us to
identify continuities and transformations in the spatial organization of the haciendas that reflect power
relations between landowners and workers. The consequences of these changes are still visible today, 70
years after the dissolution of the hacienda system in 1953.

Antoniuk, Caitlyn (University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign)
[331]
Chair

Antoniuk, Caitlyn (University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign)

[331]

Sticky Places: Persistence and Relationality

The goal of this session is to explore the factors underlying persistent places, specifically thinking beyond
resource availability or representationalist notions of meaning bestowed by humans. In this paper, | outline
the theoretical ideas and concepts that underlie this symposium. | argue that all places exist as relational
fields, and persistence comes from the emotional experiences and relationships cultivated in a particular
place. Persistence, then, is not only about meaning given to a place, but about those qualities, relationships,
and effects that lead to its longevity. Importantly, the relationships that generate persistence involve a
plethora of nonhumans, as well as relationships and experiences across time and space, as places become
linked in ontological ways of knowing the world. Additionally, while persistence implies a fixedness, | suggest
instead that it is a kind of stickiness, or better yet an accumulation of things, practices, experiences,
memories, emotions, and more that are generated from these relationships. What are the ways in which
places gather up relationships? How does permanence fit into relational archaeologies? Thinking about
persistence has implications for how we think about places over time, extending to heritage management,
Indigenous rights, and how we think about the environment generally.

Antorcha Pedemonte, Ricardo, Lane Fargher (PAST Fundation / Ohio State University) and
Alexander Correa-Metrio (Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México [UNAM])

[320]

Cultural Footprints Unearthed: Exploring Settlement Patterns and the Constructed Landscape of Yalahau, Yucatdn
The discourse surrounding the environmental impact of humans on Earth underscores the imperative to
comprehensively grasp the temporal and geographical dimensions, as well as the transformative intensity of
anthropogenic changes. The Parque Estatal de Yalahau Project, a multidisciplinary endeavor encompassing
archaeology, paleoecology, and historical ecology, seeks to do this in Yucatan, Mexico. Its focus is to
correlate historical occupation periods with landscape transformations in Yalahau’s prehispanic settlement.
Our objective is to elucidate the extent of impact, environmental change, and the evolving palimpsest of
landscape transformations over the longue durée. In this paper, we report on our results which have revealed
that the Yalahau site showcases a rational relationship with the environment. Its special design reflects a
deliberate decision rooted in considerations involving the sustainable utilization and conservation of the
natural surroundings. These decisions are underpinned by a profound understanding of the local terrain, soil
characteristics, and the dynamics of wetland processes. Additionally, the paleoecological analyses on
unconsolidated sediments samples, extracted from cores recovered in cenotes within the settlement and its
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periphery, have shed light on substantial shifts in land use practices and climate over time. These findings
suggest a dynamic adjustment response by the prehispanic population to fluctuating environmental conditions.

Anzellini, Armando (Lehigh University) and Jennifer Marla Toyne (University of Central
Florida)

[211]

The Sum of Their Parts: Excavation and Inventory of Isolated Commingled Remains alongside Partially Articulated
Individuals at Diablo Wasi, Peru

Funerary contexts of commingled remains generally fall into one of two categories: primary mass burials and
secondary reinterments. Each of these commingled contexts has standards of documentation, collection, and
inventory that have proven effective in the past. At Diablo Wasi, in the northern Peruvian Andes, the
funerary contexts are a combination of primary depositions and taphonomic processes that replicate
secondary deposits, requiring a new approach. The site consists of primary depositions of bundled individuals,
but animal and human disturbances have destroyed many of the bundles and led to the degradation and
disarticulation of the individuals placed inside the mausolea. Thus, partially articulated and bundled individuals
can be found mixed with matrix and isolated skeletal elements. To more effectively excavate and inventory
these contexts, we developed a mapping and numbering system that permitted us to enumerate all skeletal
elements, regardless of their association or articulation, while maintaining the in situ relationships of
individuals or skeletal elements that were articulated or in association. This system allowed us to calculate a
minimum number of individuals using standard methods while simultaneously maintaining the contextual
relationships that aid in laboratory analyses and the reassociation of individuals and isolated skeletal elements.

Anzellini, Armando [185] see Toyne, Jennifer Marla

Aoyama, Kazuo

[125]

Preclassic Maya Economy: Lithic Production and Exchange in Aguada Fénix and Its Neighboring Sites in the Middle
Usumacinta Region, Mexico

This paper discusses the results of my diachronic analysis of lithic artifacts collected in Aguada Fénix and its
neighboring sites in the Middle Usumacinta region, Mexico, in order to elucidate one aspect of long-term
changing patterns in the Preclassic Maya economic systems. | reconstructed the precolumbian long-distance
obsidian exchange system in the study region using a combination of pXRF and technological analysis, thus
identifying the sources of imported raw material and finished products. Similar to Ceibal during the early
Middle Preclassic period, El Chayal was the principal source for obsidian, with minor quantities of obsidian
from San Martin Jilotepeque and Ixtepeque in Aguada Fénix and La Carmelita. After the early Middle
Preclassic period, San Martin Jilotepeque began to account for most of the obsidian brought to Pajonal and
Rancho Zaragoza. Notably, no Mexican obsidian artifacts were imported either to Ceibal or Aguada Fénix
and the other sites in the Middle Usumacinta region except Pajonal during the Middle Preclassic period. The
bottom line is that virtually all obsidian artifacts from the Middle Usumacinta region originated from highland
Guatemala, suggesting the boundaries of obsidian exchange systems between highland Mexico and highland
Guatemala during the Middle Preclassic period.

Aoyama, Kazuo [125] see Vazquez Lopez, Veronica

Aparicio, Patricia (Postdoctoral Fellow), Jose Alberto Delgado Ramos (University of Oviedo,
Spain) and Margarita Fernandez Mier (University of Oviedo, Spain)

[310]

Water Management and Symbolism in the Agrarian Landscape of the Sondondo Valley, Peru

Terraces are the clearest evidence of landscape transformation in the highlands of the South-Central Andes
of Peru; they represent a magnificent and complex solution to create cultivation areas where geographical
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and climatic conditions were not ideal. VWater management is an important piece of this system in which the
water harvested in the puna area irrigates fields in the lower altitude zones of the valley. Our team focuses
on the study of the agrarian landscape and prehispanic agriculture, excavating terraces at different elevations
in the Sondondo Valley, Peru. Moreover, we have studied complementary areas such as storage structures,
livestock corrals, and carved petroglyphs to understand the complex assembly of this system. In this
contribution, we will present the analysis of the irrigation system in the valley and the study of the engraved
rocky outcrops that represent the agrarian landscape, known locally as maquetas. They represent the agrarian
landscape including the irrigation system as engraved canals and qochas. The excavation of one of them has
shown their remarkable symbolism. The ritual significance of water in relation to the environment is still very
important for Sondondo’s communities that still cultivate this landscape using ancestral knowledge.

Apuzzo, Cassandra (Purdue University), Kory Cooper (Purdue University), Elizabeth Brite
(Purdue University), Aysulu Iskanderova (Samarkand Institute of Archaeology) and Azizkhan
Toreniyazov (Karakalpak Research Institute of the Humanities)

[42]

Metal Production at Abu Muslim qala: An Analysis of Metallurgical Waste from a Medieval Site in Central Asia

Abu Muslim qala is a multi-phase site located west of the Sultanuizdag mountain range in Karakalpakstan,
Uzbekistan, with an occupation beginning as early as the seventh century AD. Situated along the route
connecting two of the region’s most prominent medieval cities, Abu Muslim qala may have played a role in
the broader network of medieval metals trade between Central Asia and Europe. Located near an iron ore
deposit, the site contains a slag mound and other metallurgical debris indicative of iron smelting. PXRF
analysis of metallurgical waste collected in 2018 from the surface provided preliminary corroboration. Recent
metallographic analysis indicates the use of local titanium-rich ores during metal manufacturing.

Aragonéz Sarmiento, Irving [281] see Dalton, Jordan

Arakawa, Fumi (Indiana University) and Stan Berryman (New Mexico State University)

[38]

Let’s Put Our Differences Aside and Work Together: A Case Study in NAGPRA Consultation and Repatriation
Although the Native Americans Grave Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) was enacted in 1990,
New Mexico State University Museum (NMSU) personnel struggled to complete the required inventory of
their collections for more than 15 years. Personnel changes at the museum and a complex, poorly
documented collection added to the difficulties of completing the NAGPRA inventory. In 2015, new museum
staff reinitiated the NMSU NAGPRA process and explored new strategies for completing an inventory,
initiating consultation meetings, and successfully repatriating human remains and associated funerary objects
to affiliated tribes. This paper explains how we succeeded in completing our inventory and carried out our
NAGPRA consultation meetings so that repatriation will occur. The lessons we learned may be useful to
other small museums that still need to complete their NAGPRA obligations.

Aram, Bethany [222] see Martos Nieto, Miriam

Arano Recio, Diana [158] see Meinecke, Helena

Araujo, Astolfo (Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, USP) and Leticia Correa (University
of Sao Paulo)
[3]

Late Pleistocene / Early Holocene Human Occupation along the Tieté River, Sdo Paulo State, Brazil
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The Tieté River is historically known as one of the main human displacement axes between the eastern
portion of SE Brazil and the inner portions of the continent, being navigable for most of its course. The use of
this waterway back to a distant past can be inferred, but up to now, the archaeological evidence along the
Tieté is scarce, both because of a lack of academic interest and the failure of previous CRM reports to
convey basic information about the sites (either in terms of lithic and ceramic classification or even to
provide any ages). The scope of this paper is to present new data about the late Pleistocene / early Holocene
occupation along the Tieté River, gathered during a CRM survey on the shores of two dams related to
hydroelectric powerplants, as well as inserting these data into a broader scenario that can be of help in
understanding the peopling of Eastern South America.

Araujo, Astolfo [3] see Araujo, Renata
Araujo, Astolfo [3] see Constantino Perez, Glauco
Araujo, Astolfo [3] see Correa, Leticia

Araujo, Renata (Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology at University of Sdo Paulo), Mercedes
Okumura (University of Sao Paulo) and Astolfo Araujo (University of Sdo Paulo)

[3]

Shaping the Past: A Geometric Morphometric Approach to the Diversity of Lithic Tools in Sdo Paulo State,
Southeastern Brazil

Geometric morphometrics is a powerful analytical method developed in evolutionary biology to study,
quantify, and compare shape variations in biological specimens. Archaeologists have been applying geometric
morphometric methods (GMM) to study shape variations in archaeological artifacts for more than a decade.
GMM finds more frequent application in the field of evolutionary archaeology and lithic studies, where
researchers can draw conclusions about cultural evolution, technological innovations, and the spread of ideas
or practices in ancient societies by quantifying shape variations and changes over time. In this paper, we
present partial results from the doctoral research currently under development by the first author, which is
in its final phase. This project is framed within a cultural evolutionary approach and Cultural Transmission
Theory, aiming to describe and compare the morphological variability of lithic bifacial points and lithic
unifacial tools from hunter-gatherer groups in Sao Paulo State, southeastern Brazil during the Holocene. Our
objective here is to demonstrate how GMM is an effective tool for describing the variation in formal lithic
artifacts by comparing different areas within Sao Paulo State.

Arbolino, Risa (National Museum of American Indian)
[39]
Moderator

Arbuckle, Benjamin (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill)

[249]

Boundaries of Interdisciplinarity: Can Zooarchaeology Handle Ontological Diversity?

Although cross-cutting disciplinary boundaries from its inception, zooarchaeology has traditionally been most
at home among the positivist sciences. As a result, interdisciplinary work has proceeded most easily with
science and science-adjacent fields (stable isotopes, aDNA, ecology, etc.) with impressive results. In this
paper, | think through what happens when zooarchaeologists desire to explore interdisciplinarity in other
directions (e.g., nonpositivism, posthumanism). How does a discipline centered in the biosciences handle
ontological diversity? As an example, | focus on a process-oriented approach (specifically Deleuzian
assemblage theory) thinking about how it can be used to reframe zooarchaeological research including the
questions we ask, the data we assemble, and the ways we assess data. | identify points of friction with this
approach within a field defined by the expectations and values of a self-consciously scientific discipline and the
resulting practices of policing which are sometimes deployed to maintain traditional disciplinary structures.
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Arbuckle, Benjamin (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill)
[280]
Discussant

Arce Buitargo, Tomas (Master’s Student), Irene Torreggiani (University of Oxford), Alexander
Geurds (Oxford Systematic Reviews LLP), Marta Arzarello (Universita Degli Studi di Ferrara)
and Gabriele Berruti (Universita Degli Studi di Ferrara)

[157]

Riverbank Insights: Exploring Prehispanic Adaptation in Central Nicaragua’s Alluvial Landscapes through Archaeological
Analysis and Local Wisdom

“El Agua es Vida, si no hay Agua, no hay Vida” (“Water is Life”) says Dona Francisca (community of
Huehuestepe, Mayales River Valley [MRV], Nicaragua). Today more than ever this sentence holds true, given
water’s increasing significance in the global climatic debate. Rivers are essential to human life, yet it can also
be destructive, to connect and ultimately to shape human-environmental interaction through time and space.
To what extent has this relationship changed in central Nicaragua since prehispanic times? Can we assess this
through archaeological methods? This presentation will show the final results of the Interdisciplinary
Archaeological Project Finca Santa Matilda (PRISMA), which integrates the geoarchaeological analysis of
Roberto Amador site (RA, MRV, Chontales) and local knowledge on water and aquatic environments.
Specific attention will be given to the technological, statistical, and traceological analysis of RA lithic artifacts.
PRISMA unveiled how human adaptation strategies in the MRV are strictly linked to people’s understanding of
the river behavior, the selective use of riverine resources, and on the predictability of hydroclimatic
fluctuations. We argue that a multidisciplinary archaeological research, combined with local knowledge, could
contribute to envisioning a more inclusive approach for planning sustainable water and land-use practices in
Nicaragua.

Archambault, Rachel (Université de Montréal)

[148]

Island Garbology: Methodology, Challenges, and Contributions to the Archaeology of Barbuda

Islands like Barbuda are particularly sensitive to waste management policies and behaviors; in addition to
having to manage their waste daily, they also suffer the effects of tourism and the marine litter washed up on
their coasts. These challenges are certainly not new, but their complexity is increasing and the consequences
are interfering more every day in the daily lives of locals and are visible in the heart of terrestrial and marine
environments. In this context, archaeology can contribute to the understanding of the formation of
spontaneous dumps in the natural environment, such as piles of waste along roadsides, in forests, on banks
and at the bottom of waterways. These sites are complex, constantly changing, and sometimes used
sporadically for decades, leading to major documentation challenges. How can we archaeologically document
such sites? As part of our research on the island of Barbuda, we use photography, visual prospecting,
sampling and photogrammetry to document contemporary spontaneous dumps. This article provides a
review of the strengths and weaknesses of this methodology, as well as the contributions and future of the
garbology project in Barbuda.

Archila, Sonia [112] see Trujillo, Judith

Archila Montanez, Sonia (Los Andes University) and Martha Mejia Cano (Los Andes University)
[217]

Early Use of High-Altitude Tubers in the Eastern Cordillera of Colombia

In this paper we discuss the importance of high-altitude tubers to early peopling of northern Andean area of
South America and their role in the colonization of environments like Bogota plain that resulted in different
ways of inhabiting and transforming the region during the early and middle Holocene. We are interested in
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the study of social aspects related with plant cultivation to understand the agency of hunter-gatherers in early
domestication of plants, particularly their role in the establishment of high-altitude tubers as staple foods. The
archaeobotanical analysis carried out at the archaeological site of Checua allows us to suggest that hunter-
gatherers were collecting and cultivating plants during the time span of the occupation of the site (9500 and
5052 cal BP), as it is evidenced by the presence of starch grain morphotypes similar to those of present day
cultivated plants like cubio (Tropaeolum tuberosum), ibia (Oxalis tuberosa), ulluco (Ullucus tuberosus), common
bean (Phaseolus spp.), and mays (Zea mays). These data are supported by the analysis of dental calculus from
human individuals buried at the site. This long cultural tradition is still present in rural areas of the Colombian
Andean highlands where communities cultivate tubers as part of their cultural inheritance.

Ardren, Traci (University of Miami)
[246]

Discussant

[229]

Chair

Ardren, Traci (University of Miami), Scott Fitzpatrick (University of Oregon) and Victor
Thompson (University of Georgia)

[229]

Agriculture Is Not Inevitable: Lessons in Foodways from Precolumbian South Florida

Some scholars have argued that the adoption of agriculture is inevitable and that Holocene climate changes
forced complex societies around the world to domesticate plants and animals. But the complex cultures of
precolumbian south Florida provide a rare example of persistent reliance on wild foods exclusively. Using
paleobotanical data from recent research in the Calusa and Matecumbe regions, we show how wild plant and
marine foods remained a significant component of ancient diets despite the adoption of agriculture in other
parts of the peninsula. New attention to the dietary advantages of wild plant foraging provides additional
insights into the choices made by ancient south Floridians and suggests avenues for alternative dietary choices
today. In south Florida, agriculture was not inevitable and broadening our understanding of ancient food
procurement strategies may provide useful examples for modern solutions to issues of food insecurity,
sustainability, and resilience.

Areche Espinola, Rodrigo (University of Pittsburgh)

[193]

The Inka Road and Mobility of a Fisher Community in the Canete Valley, Peru

The Inka Road system was a critical infrastructure for expanding and consolidating the Inka empire in the
Andes. From the traditional view, the existence of the Inka Road across diverse regions was seen as an
indicator of how the Inkas integrated and controlled the mobility of subject communities. Other recent
perspectives have emphasized the mobility of local populations by using the Inka Road without explicit
imperial control. In this presentation, we will identify the Inka Road associated with the Cerro Azul site
through aerial photographs, historical maps and documentation, and field visits. The Cerro Azul site is a
settlement occupied by a maritime community in the Cafete Valley, South Coast, Peru. The characteristics
and route of this segment of the Inka Road at Cerro Azul enable us to discuss the mobility patterns at
differentiated scales of the coastal route during the Inka empire.

Arellano, Monica [272] see Fournier, Nichole
Arellano, Monica [26] see Panich, Lee

Arévalo, Javier [|17] see Correa Girrulat, Itaci
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Argote Espino, Denisse [252] see Pacheco Arias, Leobardo

Argoti Gomez, Juan (Universidad San Francisco de Quito)

[220]

Carved between Cartafuel and Coangue: Spatial Analysis of the Pasto Rock Art Sites of Carchi, Ecuador

In the social context of Andean prehispanic societies, petroglyphs constitute multivocal elements that stand
out from the aggregates of material expressions of culture. As such, their condition as a cumulative of
symbolic particularities and their contextualization in the intentional use of cultural space allows us to read
them beyond iconography. The motifs variability in the petroglyphs of the province of Carchi, Ecuador,
associated with the Pasto occupations (AD 750—1532), the seven altitudinal floors of the region, its
hydrography and volcanoes, elucidate this intentionality. Therefore, through their regional sampling, and its
subsequent multivariate analysis with the index as the semiotic component for the carved representations
and the landscape as the unit of analysis; | seek to understand the petroglyphs beyond the icon and through
their significance in human and nonhuman relationships.

Argoti Gomez, Juan [42] see Almeida, Martina
Argoti Gomez, Juan [18] see Astudillo, Fernando

Arguijo, Jennifer [| 18] see Perla Barrera, Divina

Arias Espinoza, Oscar (Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos), Atsushi Yamamoto
(Yamagata University) and Juan Pablo Vargas Diaz (Escuela Superior Politécnica del Litoral)
[299]

Entre dos frentes: Cerro Narrio y Loma de Pinzhul durante el Periodo Formativo del Cafar, Ecuador

Nuestra exposicion abordara la relacion existente entre los sitios arqueologicos Cerro Narrio y Loma de
Pinzhul durante el Periodo Formativo Final (500-50 aC) de Ecuador. Proponemos que en esta seccion del
Canar coexistieron ambos sitios como lugares ceremoniales que tenian relaciones de intercambio con varias
regiones durante los siglos finales del formativo. Este planteamiento se sustenta en el analisis de la ceramica,
la secuencia estratigrafica, los fechados de radiocarbono, la arquitectura y el estudio del paisaje formativo.
Los resultados nos han permitido definir que entre el 500-50 aC ambos sitios funcionaron en paralelo,
complementandose en el paisaje formativo del Canar y desarrollando actividades ceremoniales semejantes.
Asimismo, pudimos reconocer objetos cuya procedencia deriva de otras regiones de Ecuador y del norte del
Peru.

Arias Espinoza, Oscar [27] see Alva Valverde, Giuseppe
Arias Espinoza, Oscar [27] see Lema, Veronica
Arias Espinoza, Oscar [161] see Yamamoto, Atsushi

Arief Drajat Priyatno, Andika [288] see Dilkes-Hall, India Ella

Arieta Baizabal, Virginia (Instituto de Antropologia, Universidad Veracruzana), Judith Zurita
Noguera (Instituto de Investigaciones Antropoldgicas) and Stacey Symonds (Patronato Museo
Nacional de Antropologia-México)

[309]

El legado de Ann Cyphers en la arqueologia olmeca: Investigacion y vinculacién comunitaria

Los trabajos de Ann Cyphers (1950-2023) sobre los olmecas son uno de los legados de la arqueologia
olmeca, de Mesoamérica y del mundo. A raiz de su fallecimiento, es necesario un recuento de su produccion
académica. Esta ponencia analiza la obra de Cyphers respecto a sus principales temas, influencias,
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aportaciones y retos en mas de tres décadas de trabajo en la primera capital olmeca de San Lorenzo,
Veracruz. Particularmente, se concentra en las contribuciones al conocimiento arqueologico y los
planteamientos que causaron una irrupcion al pensamiento disciplinar que enmarcaba los estudios en la costa
del Golfo de México y que se observan a través de las lineas interdisciplinarias de investigacion. Algunos
temas son estudios sobre subsistencia, patrones de asentamiento, analisis escultérico, modos de vida,
arquitectura, y viviendas, entre otros. Asimismo, y de manera trascendental, Ann Cyphers desempefio un
papel central en el desarrollo social del sur de Veracruz a través de la vinculacion comunitaria reflejada en
museos, un campamento para la investigacion y formacién de estudiantes, exposiciones y estrategias de
comunicacion para la salvaguarda del patrimonio arqueologico. El legado cientifico, cultural y social de
Cyphers resulta inmensurable para comprender, en gran medida, a la mas antigua sociedad de Mesoamérica.

Arinyo | Prats, Andreu (Aarhus University) and Debora Zurro (CSIC Mila i Fontanals)

[119]

Modeling the Use of Seaweed for Fire by Hunter-Gatherers in the Atacama Desert

The use of fire is essential for contemporary human populations. Yet the presence of an active population in
the coastal Atacama desert, with limited land-based combustible, leaves us with the intriguing possibility that
the ancestral inhabitants of this region used the abundant seaweed brought by the tides as a resource to
sustain fires. To test this possibility, we introduce a simulation model consisting of three primary
components: land-based combustible resource production, accumulation of combustibles along the seashore,
and their consumption by human communities. The model proposes the use of a logistic law to describe how
resources increase over time and provide a parameter range of consumption and use of each of the
components that can be tested against empirical evidence.

Aristizabal Henao, Ana [130] see Conolly, James

Arkush, Elizabeth (University of Pittsburgh, Center for Comparative Archaeology)
[208]
Discussant

Arkush, Elizabeth [323] see Kohut, Lauren
Arkush, Elizabeth [26] see Smith, Ryan
Arkush, Elizabeth [277] see Snyder, Thomas

Armas-Quintana, Sara [245] see Fregel, Rosa

Armstrong, Travis

[305]

Research and/or Stewardship of Tribal Collections?

Research and/or stewardship? Native American cultural materials excavated or collected by archaeologists,
particularly at research universities, have focused on Western-defined “scientific” and educational values of
these collections. Tribal members increasingly are challenging such ideas. They dispute that items of their
cultural heritage are primarily objects of value because academics can derive scientific data from them.
Archaeologists are taught the physical object itself is less important than what the object may tell us about the
past. The National Register of Historic Places reinforces such perspectives with the archaeological criterion
focusing on the extractive value of sites yielding information. Data recovery at the expense of protection is
mitigation in CRM undertakings. But universities and museums now must operate in a world in which
collections, like exhibits, may be seen as a source of community relationships and engagement. Additionally, they
must adapt to collections being highly regulated. In California, for example, reforms to CaINAGPRA emphasize
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deference to tribal knowledge, potentially opening up the return of many collections that federal NAGPRA
effectively excluded. As a member of a federally recognized tribe, RPA, former THPO and curator, | will discuss
how tribal views of stewardship may alter the generations-accepted research paradigm.

Armstrong-Best, Nicole [88] see Montero, Laurene
Armstrong-Best, Nicole [102] see Vogel-Teeter, Lindsey

Armstrong-Fumero, Fernando (Smith College)

[83]

Discussant

Armstrong-Fumero, Fernando (Smith College)

[124]

Revenge of the Nerds, or Why Do Modern Archaeologists Identify with Early Antiquarians?

Laws for the preservation of tangible heritage posit historical and cultural significance as a form of intrinsic
value that makes objects worth preserving. In the nineteenth century, arguments for this sort of preservation
were meant to counteract vernacular practices that treated ancient ceramics or architectural remains as
“mundane” objects that could legally be subjected to sale, manipulation, or destruction. Using a number of
historical examples, this paper will trace how the figure of the eccentric and disdained antiquarian was used
to articulate this preservationist principle in the first half of the nineteenth century. Though the legal principle
of tangible heritage protection could be considered hegemonic today, the figure of the disdained antiquarian
continues to figure in different performances through which heritage professionals legitimate state-sponsored
preservation, even when this comes into conflict with the interests of indigenous descendant communities
and other marginalized stakeholders. This disjuncture between the historical roots and contemporary
realities of the heritage narrative provides a useful point of departure for rethinking core assumptions of
preservation practices in the twenty-first century.

Arnold, Bettina (U. of Wisconsin-Milwaukee)

[330]

A Morbid Taste for Bones? Reconciling Science and Ethics in Mortuary Archaeology

Dead bodies are a source of a range of extreme emotions in human societies past and present, from
superstitious fear of the dangerous dead (burials at cross-roads in medieval Germany) to ancestor veneration
and the curation and display of skeletal remains (catacombs in Portugal, Italy, and other areas of Europe).
However, the expectation that the dead, once buried, will be allowed to rest in peace is a comforting fiction,
as archaeologists working in CRM or heritage management know only too well. Most members of the public
are unaware that the dead far outnumber the living, making their eventual disturbance due to human activity,
such as urban sprawl or industrial development, and natural forces, such as coastal or riverine erosion,
virtually assured. Archaeologists serve as one of the few buffers between the random and violent destruction
of such remains, as often happened in the past, and their careful recovery and respectful analysis. Pat Richards
has spent the better part of her professional career dealing with the tension between the public perception
of mortuary archaeology and its practical reality. This paper will unpack the challenges of engaging in
mortuary archaeology in an increasingly politically motivated anti-science ecosystem with global reach.

Arnold, Philip (Loyola University Chicago)
[163]

Discussant

[163]

Chair
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Arnold, Philip (Loyola University Chicago)

[216]

El juego de pelota y el juego politico en Teotepec, el sur de Veracruz, México

Aunque se considera un pilar del periodo clasico de Veracruz, el juego de pelota mesoamericano esta poco
documentado en la Sierra de los Tuxtlas del sur de Veracruz, México. Si bien se han identificado las canchas
del juego, el conjunto de actividades que se organizan en esos lugares alin no se ha estudiado lo suficiente.
Esta presentacion informa sobre los juegos de pelota relacionados con el sitio de Teotepec, ubicado a las
orillas del lago de Catemaco en el centro de Tuxtlas. Estos datos incluyen informacion sobre patrones de
asentamiento dentro del sitio, prospeccion geofisica y el andlisis de un contexto de banquete asociado con
una cancha del juego. Esta Ultima informacion proporciona una idea de las funciones politicas que pueden
haber constituido parte de los rituales del juego de pelota. Especificamente, se argumenta que ciertos
artefactos, como la ceramica policroma, ofrecieron un mecanismo mediante el cual los participantes de
Teotepec afirmaron su identidad regional. En conjunto, estos diversos grupos de datos indican la importante
funcién politica, asi como ideolégica, del juego de pelota en el sur de Veracruz.

Arnold, Philip [216] see Venter, Marcie
Arnold, Philip [163] see Wilson, Nathan

Arnott, Sigrid (Self-employed) and David Maki (Archaeo-Physics LLC)

[153]

Women's Portages: Colonial Encounters, Gender, and Indigenous Worldview in the Great Lakes

Dakota and then Anishinaabeg women were central figures in water-based travel cycles in an annual round
directed by plant, animal, and river relations within the Woodland Tradition. Portages, including Women's
Portages, are material records of Indigenous women's labor before, during, and after the Fur Trade in the
Great Lakes. The Northwest Trail and its environs, preserve a linkage of portages, poses, food sources, and
waterways used by Indigenous travelers long before European contact. The trail was then shared with the
colonial explorers and traders after contact. Recent research regarding gendered labor and Indigenous
ontologies at this portage landscape reveal how colonial source materials and perspectives have biased
archaeological interpretations of sites linked to portaging. Sources, including archaeology, show that, despite
destructive changes wrought by these colonial forces, there is also ample evidence of Indigenous survivance.

Arnott, Sigrid (Self-employed)
[196]
Discussant

Arose, Helena (The Antiquities Coalition)
[180]
Moderator

Arredondo Leiva, Ernesto [309] see Barrientos, Tomas

Arroyo, Barbara (Museo Popol Vuh, Universidad Francisco Marroquin, Guatemala), Felipe
Trabanino (Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México), Eleanora Reber (University of North
Carolina, Wilmington) and David Lentz (University of Cincinnati)

[128]

Agricultural Diversity in Kaminaljuyu, Guatemala: New Ideas on Environmental Resources

Investigations carried out in recent years in various sectors of the Kaminaljuyu site have revealed relevant
aspects of the use of local plants, their control, and distribution. Analysis of residues in ceramics allows us to
know some data. Although the conservation of these remains is very precarious, it has been possible to find a
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relevant corpus to discover novel uses of remains that had not appeared in the archaeological record of the
past. There are some representations of plants in ceramics and in the iconography of the site that confirm the
data of the organic remains recovered. Despite the problems with conservation, some of these resources are
found in elite contexts, allowing us to know the interaction of the plant world with social groups of higher
strata. Examples of various plants illustrating their uses in ritual contexts have also been identified. However,
much remains to be known to systematically establish changes in the landscape over time. This is an initial and
ongoing study that will offer a glimpse of the plants and vegetation of the ancient society of Kaminaljuyu.

Arroyo, Valerie (Trinity University), Jonathan Bethard (University of South Florida), Andre
Gociar (Archaeotek), Zsolt Nyaradi (Haaz Rezso Muzeum) and Jennifer Mathews (Trinity
University)

[68]

How the Skeletal Remains of Romanian Reflect the Culture and Daily Life of the Medieval Period

Medieval Romania’s history is riddled with gaps caused by destructive invasions against the Ottoman Empire,
among others. With a fractured and understudied history, bioarchaeology emerges as a potent tool to unveil
the concealed facets of this era, ranging from dietary habits and religious inclinations to vocational pursuits,
physical traumas, and burial customs. Existing literature on Romanian excavations and osteological analysis
indicates trends such as grain-rich diets, livelihoods in farming, blacksmithing, and craftsmanship, invasion-
related trauma, and Christian Orthodox burial norms (such as heads facing west and feet toward the east),
and social stature dictating burial proximity to churches. An analysis of a burial excavated at the site of
Papdomb in Valeni, Romania reveals congruence with these anticipated religious burial practices. However,
intriguingly, our excavations unveiled an unexpected facet: the prevalence of familial or multi-individual burials
when single burials have been highlighted in the academic literature as the norm. This poster will examine the
practice of multi-individual burials, and what this tradition reveals about life and death in Medieval Romania.

Arroyo-Cabrales, Joaquin [75] see Martinez, Patricia

Arsuaga, Juan Luis [25] see Baquedano, Enrique

Arthur, John (University of South Florida, St. Petersburg)
[132]
Discussant

Arzarello, Marta (Universita degli Studi di Ferrara)

[126]

Short Reduction Sequences at the First European Peopling: An Example of Expedient Technology?

The early European peopling (about 1.5 Ma) is characterized by a low number of sites and lithic assemblages
often consisting of a few hundred pieces. Despite these limitations, it is possible to define the technical behavior
of these early Europeans with sufficient accuracy. The reduction sequences are always short and mainly aimed at
the production of flakes that are very rarely retouched. Shaping is not always present, especially in cases in
which the only raw material exploited is flint. In this context, the Pirro Nord site (Apricena, FG) represents an
important example that provides interesting insights into early European lithic production.

Arzarello, Marta [157] see Arce Buitargo, Tomas

Asch, David [204] see Asch Sidell, Nancy
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Asch Sidell, Nancy and David Asch

[204]

Archaeobotany of the Lower lllinois Valley: The Legacy of Stuart Struever

In 1960 Stuart Struever initiated an “lllinois Valley Archaeological Program” and devoted his research over
the next decade to study of Middle Western Hopewell manifestations. He set out to test a hypothesis that
the adoption of a simple mudflat agriculture conducted on raw soils of large-valley floodplains promoted
more productive subsistence economies and contributed to population expansion and to emergence of
Hopewell. Struever came to favor an alternative hypothesis that Intensive Harvest Collecting of multiple
natural resources upgraded the Middle Woodland subsistence base. Whether or not seeds of floodplain
pioneers were cultivated remained an open question. Outstanding among Struever’s accomplishments was his
development of flotation as a practical method for recovering plant charcoal. By 1969 when excavations
began at the Koster site, Struever was committed to collecting flotation samples from every provenience.
Effectively, the CAA Archeobotanical Laboratory, which was established in 1970, studied flotation-recovered
plant materials from 30 habitation components that were excavated from 1960 to 1980. These components
span a time of hunter-gatherers entirely dependent on wild foods, a time when fires perhaps were employed
to manage the landscape, and several millennia of developing plant cultivation and domestication.

Asencio, Julio [212] see Sutter, Richard

Ashby, Emma

[202]

Understanding the Transition to Villages: A Comparison of Maize between Basketmaker Il Sites and an Early Pueblo |
Village

Comparative morphological and other analysis on maize samples informs us of crucial nutritionary changes in
key Ancestral Puebloan cultural stages. The transition of the Basketmaker Ill (500-750 CE) period to the
Pueblo | (750-950 CE) period in the southwestern Utah archaeological record is marked by distinct
technological changes and larger, more densely populated and permanent villages. This increased population
density necessitated the cultivation and growth of a stable food supply. Maize, a staple of Puebloan diet
throughout both periods, is known for its genetic plasticity; thus allowing farmers to select for traits adaptive
to their needs. In this study | compare burned maize from Basketmaker Il sites in Montezuma Canyon to
maize from an early Pueblo | village site (749—772 CE) located on the plateau above to ascertain if and in
what ways maize changed as a part of this societal shift.

Ashford Privette, Cameron [68] see Silva Carvalho, Carlos

Ashley, Keith [121] see Johns, Sherman

Ashley, Michael (Codifi LLC)

[293]

Reflections on 30 Years of Digital Archaeology: Where Do We Go from Here?

Over the past three decades, archaeology has experienced a paradigm shift with the integration of digital
recording and publishing methodologies. This “paper” critically examines whether, in our pursuit of
technological advancements, we have remained true to the core principles of archaeological ethics. Are we on
the brink of a digital dark age, or are we already in one? Through conversations with eminent scholars from the
archaeological community, tech industry experts, and representatives from cultural memory institutions, we
unravel the journey from a digitally focused archaeological approach to a more holistic practice. As we
strategize for the upcoming 30 years, the emphasis is placed on the dual objectives of the discipline: ensuring the
creation of a durable archaeological record that stands the test of time, while simultaneously harnessing the full
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potential of modern technology. To assure our practices not only produce records that will benefit future
generations but also leverage the capabilities of digital technology, this discussion serves as a clarion call to
professional archaeologists, urging us to reflect, adapt, and innovate for a sustainable future in archaeology.

Assaf Shpayer, Ella (Tel-Aviv University)

[25]

Horse Mandibles in the Paleolithic as Liminal Bodies

The deep bond between humans and horses is well reflected in the Paleolithic record from its earliest stages.
The significant role of horses (Equus) in Paleolithic diet is evident from the presence of horse skeletal
remains, and specifically mandibles and teeth, at multiple Lower Paleolithic sites worldwide—and for a good
reason. Horse marrow has a unique nutritional profile superior to that of most other ungulates. Later,
simultaneously with a sharp increase in the presence of horses at Upper Paleolithic European sites, it is the
animal most commonly depicted. The horse head was given special focus, as were mandibles, tongue bones,
and teeth. Among non-WEIRD societies, the responsibility to create “trust” and “reciprocity” often includes
special treatment of prey remains, especially skulls. Moreover, mandibles and teeth specifically bear liminal
qualities. Horses represent ideal shamanistic totems and liminal agents on account of their ability to travel
distances, necessary for communicating with entities in other worlds. | argue that these Upper Paleolithic
practices highlight the importance early humans attributed to horse skulls and mandibles as liminal bodies, a
relationship whose roots lie in the Lower Paleolithic and perhaps in the unique nutritional role horse
mandibles played in early human diet.

Assefa, Sewasew [190] see Szymanski, Ryan

Astudillo, Fernando (Universidad San Francisco de Quito), Martina Almeida (Universidad San
Francisco de Quito) and Juan Argoti Gomez (Universidad San Francisco de Quito)

[18]

World War Il Archaeology in the Galdpagos Islands: The Soldiers and Convicts at the Wall of Tears (1940-1959)
During the early years of World War I, the US government began actions to protect one of its most
important investments in America, the Panama Canal. During the late 1930s, the US Navy and Army built
several military bases along the Pacific coast of Central and South America to defend the canal zone. The
Galapagos Islands were selected to build a military base, considering the strategic position between Panama
and the Gulf of Guayaquil. The Baltra Beta Base started operations in 1942 and radar was an important
technology implemented in the Galdpagos to detect possible air attacks from the west. Several radar stations
were built in the archipelago, mainly on Isabela Island. After the war, the Cerro Orchilla radar station was
abandoned and re-occupied by the government of Ecuador to hold a penal colony. Today, the remains of
these institutions are a touristic place known as the Wall of Tears. In this talk, we present the results of the
Summer 2023 archaeological survey of the site, which was focused on exploring the layouts of the
institutions, the domestic activities, and the possible ecological impacts caused by the male population that
occupied both the radar station and the penal colony.

Astudillo, Fernando [42] see Almeida, Martina

Athanasoulis, Demetrios [191] see Manquen, Brody

Athens, ). (International Archaeological Research Institute Inc.)

[220]

Karanki Monuments of Northern Highland Ecuador: A Cultural History in Peril

The inter-Andean landscape of northern highlands Ecuador, including the western upper montana region, is



Individual Abstracts of the 2024 SAA 89th Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana 40

dotted with clusters of large earthen mounds, many of monumental proportions that reach over 100 m on a
side, |5 m in elevation, and have long ramps extending 150 m or more from their platforms. These sites are
the legacy of the Karanki culture, which thrived between AD 1250 and about AD 1500. The Karankis met
their demise with the Inka conquest, which soon after met its own demise with the arrival of the Spanish in
I534. Little is known from historical sources about the Karanki. In recent times, intensive archaeological
studies have been carried out at several sites, but because of the monumental scale of these sites, this work
can only be described as limited. This paper focuses on the sad fact that monumental Karanki sites, as
extraordinary as they are, are rapidly disappearing from the landscape. In this sense, the Karanki culture is
being steadily erased from history. What should be a proud reminder on the landscape of Ecuador’s
indigenous past is in danger of becoming but a footnote in Ecuador’s cultural patrimony. This paper
documents the ongoing destruction of Karanki monuments.

Atherton, Heather [269] see Harvey, Amanda

Atkinson, Cory [224] see Pisanelli, Brenna

Atkinson, Stephen [154] see Cranford, David

Atudorei, Viorel [194] see Ray, Erin

Au, Ari [68] see Savoy, Megan

Auge, C Riley (University of Montana)

[333]

Taking Sides: Left and Right Concepts in the Enactment of Magic

Magic is essentially performative and heavily ritualized in its enactment whether wielded by specialized (e.g.,
shamans, cunning folk, alchemists) or lay practitioners. Each detail of the ritual performance not only works in
tandem with all other aspects, but the details simultaneously connect with and draw on cosmic forces as the
agentic energy that empowers the magic. Frequently, deeply embedded associations of directionality, especially
left and right positioning and movement, are integral to the magical rite’s efficacy. Using a specified hand with
which to pick magical plants, to touch ailing or possessed patients, or to handle magical objects is often required
as part of the ritual protocol as the left or right hands themselves are imbued with positive or negative energy.
Movement throughout the ritual in clockwise (right-wise) or counterclockwise (left-wise) direction around
features, elements, and subjects also allies the ritual with celestial cosmic movement. This paper will illustrate
how crucial it is for archaeologists to understand the often invisible, but critically important, role left and right
play in the physical enactment of magical rites and how we might endeavor to make the invisible, visible.

Austin, Summer (University College London)

[38]

Tut on Tour: Thirty Years of Demand Creation through Exhibition

This study is a multidisciplinary investigation into factors that create, enhance, and normalize demand for
collecting antiquities. Using the original blockbuster, Treasures of Tutankhamun, as the case study, this
doctoral research investigates the correlating antiquities markets' reaction to Tut blockbusters by gathering,
quantifying, and contextualizing 30 years of exhibition and antiquities market data. The market for illicit
Egyptian antiquities is a demand-driven economic system predicated on collectors and museums acquiring
antiquities; thus, we must understand what influences demand for antiquities. Drawing on primary sources
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coupled with archaeological, economic, museological, and criminological theory, this research addresses the
assumption that blockbuster exhibitions influence demand in the antiquities market. Anecdotal evidence cited
in news articles and single-auction evidence in academic journals make up the totality of evidence for this
assumption; thus, this research addresses a pivotal gap concerning causality between museums, the market,
and the illicit trade. By identifying and understanding trends related to blockbuster exhibitions and collecting,
the objective of this study is to introduce reliable data to the crucial debate concerning the relationship
between museum blockbuster exhibitions, end-market demand, and the illicit antiquities trade. The results
illustrate an instantaneous and intense demand for ancient Egyptian material on the market when tut tours.

Austvoll, Knut Ivar (University of Oslo)

[298]

Schismogenesis on the Scandinavian Peninsula during the Late Neolithic Transition

A pungent statement in The Dawn of Everything is that the enormous diversity in hunter-gatherer societies makes
it impossible to talk about one transition to agriculture. There are several consequences to this statement. One
is that hunter-gatherers did not wait for an inevitable revolution, and another is that the agricultural turn was all
but one-sided. A theoretical premise used by the authors in several parts of their book to make sense of this is
schismogenesis. The concept, originally framed by Gregory Bateson, is used to understand how groups have a
tendency to identify themselves against others and adapt their own unique take on external elements. In this
paper this concept of schismogenesis will be explored and adapted in a region on the edge of northern Europe
to understand the agricultural turn. The change has been presented as a slow, drawn-out process until it
suddenly changed around the turn to the Late Neolithic (ca. 2350 BCE). The archaeological evidence is here
presented with the concept of schismogenesis in mind, arguing that resistance and adaptation created a unique
agropastoral system that was highly impervious and dynamic to the local ecology.

Auzina, Dita (Bonn University)
[296]
Chair

Auzina, Dita (Bonn University)

[296]

Monumentality by Communities: Case Study of the Caribbean Coast of Nicaragua

Large stone and earth mounds of Cascal de Flor de Pino in the Caribbean of Nicaragua, which were built
between 4 BC and AD 9, are unique in the region and have been suggested as a sign of social stratification
and inequality. Indeed, reaching more than 30 m in diameter and 3 m in height, Cascal de Flor de Pino
significantly differs from other sites in the region, which are marked by surface collections of ceramic and
lithic, shell middens, and occasionally just a few decimeters high earthen mounds. To understand if these
monumental structures represent social hierarchies, the access to resources such as ceramics, lithics, and
foodways from monumental and non-monumental sites is analyzed. Based on the data, it is suggested that
monumentality in the Caribbean of Nicaragua can rather be seen as a result of human interaction with the
landscape than social stratification among human societies.

Avila Peltroche, Mary Claudia [27] see Alva Valverde, Giuseppe

Aviles, Astrid [75] see Sanchez Miranda, Guadalupe

Awe, Jaime
[251]
Chair
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Awe, Jaime, Arlen Chase (University of Houston) and Diane Chase (University of Houston)
[251]

Light Comes from the East: The Archaeology of Belize in Historical Context

For more than a century, archaeological research in Belize has been at the vanguard of Maya Studies,
contributing disproportionately to our knowledge of ancient Maya civilization. Yet, Belize’s archaeological
contributions to the field are often overlooked in many current synthetic statements on the ancient Maya.
Research in Belize pioneered the application of settlement pattern studies and also witnessed the initial use of
large-scale lidar, building on archaeological data that suggested the need for different organizational models
for the past. In fact, Belizean lidar has undergirded new formulations and models concerning Mesoamerican
settlements, urbanism, and landscape modification. Archaeological research in Belize has also led the way in
studies focusing on Preceramic occupation, human ecology, the rise of cultural complexity, cave research,
coastal adaptations, the Postclassic and Historic period Maya, aDNA, and climate change; this research has
additionally shed new light on the transformation of ancient Maya civilization from the Classic to Postclassic
periods. In this presentation, we discuss these considerable accomplishments and further highlight many
other significant contributions that archaeological investigations in Belize have made to our understanding of
the Maya past.

Awe, Jaime [251] see Ebert, Claire

Awe, Jaime [99] see Lewis, Abigail

Awe, Jaime [251] see Moyes, Holley

Awe, Jaime [199] see Smith, Audrey

Awe, Jaime [266] see Suarez, Nicholas
Awe, Jaime [197] see Tejeda-Barillas, Lilian
Awe, Jaime [34] see Tzib, Frank

Awe, Jaime [98] see Walden, John

Axelrod, Ella [105] see Belcher, William

Ayala, Patricia

[124]

Disputes over Ancestors: Between Atacamefio Discourse and Authorized Heritage

Since the nineteenth century, the inhabitants of the Atacama Desert have coexisted with collecting, heritage,
and museum practices. Since the late twentieth century, Atacama communities have confronted archaeology
and museums over the significance, ownership, and rights over the bodies of their ancestors that were taken
to national and international museums. The Indigenous demands for a respectful treatment of human bodies
in Chile show the need for a repatriation law and professional codes of ethics that integrate these
populations. Likewise, conflicts over ancestors have reaffirmed differences between local knowledge and
constructions and the authorized heritage discourse. We will present the progress of a research project
focused on collecting, patrimonialization, and repatriation in the Atacamefo territory.

Ayala, Patricia [124] see Jaimes Betancourt, Carla

Ayala, Sergio [9] see Lohse, Jon

Ayers-Rigsby, Sara (Florida Public Archaeology Network)
[64]
Discussant
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Ayers-Rigsby, Sara (Florida Public Archaeology Network), Jeff Ransom (Miami Dade County)
and Malachi Fenn (FPAN/Florida Atlantic University)

[229]

Building a Case for Resilience: A Call to Action

South Florida contains a vast record of over 10,000 years of human occupation. The archaeological timeline
of the area has the capability to demonstrate human adaptation to rapid climate change in the past during the
transition from the Younger Dryas to the Holocene. As archaeologists, we have a professional imperative to
highlight the long human history in South Florida and use it to address modern climate change. With each site
threatened and then destroyed by development, climate change, or other causes, we lose our ability to share
that narrative and inspire hope for modern Floridians. This paper will assess work completed in the area, why
the threats from climate change cannot be ignored by archaeologists, and how we must engage in climate
action to prepare for a better future.

Ayers-Rigsby, Sara [312] see Shriver-Rice, Meryl

Ayling, Melissa (Simon Fraser University)

[294]

Community-Based Ethnoarchaeology to Inform Experimental Archaeological Research: Learning from the Diasporic
Tigrayan Community in Vancouver, British Colombia

Experimental archaeology is an extremely beneficial method of inquiry, as it centralizes the physical
knowledge of material culture and sensory experiences. While experimental archaeology brings researchers
closer to the realities of creating and using material culture, ethnoarchaeology reconnects researchers with
people, reducing the distance between archaeologists and their subjects of study. Ethnoarchaeology also
fosters connections between researchers and communities, improving research directions and questions,
increasing relevancy to communities, and pushing results into more public spaces. The people of Tigray,
Ethiopia are a culturally distinct ethnic group inhabiting the northern highlands. Despite deep temporal
occupation, the area has recently been inaccessible to researchers due to ongoing political unrest in the
region. However, Tigrayan communities in the diaspora maintain strong cultural ties and therefore valuable
traditional knowledge. Using community-based ethnoarchaeology, the documentation of traditional
knowledge guides experiments that aim to further our understanding of the use of indigenous African grains
in traditional beer and brewing practices and aid their archaeological identification. Scientific experiments
grounded by a firm foundation in the community contribute to the educational outreach of this research to
the wider community while simultaneously benefiting archaeological investigations in the region.

Azevedo, Terry

[249]

Fish, Fishing, and Ecological Resilience along the Big Sur Coast of California

Along the Big Sur coastline, the Salinan and Esselen relied on a relatively consistent repertoire of small and
medium-bodied fish species for at least 6,000 years. Decades of systematic excavations have identified the
importance of fish, although we are still gathering data on temporal and spatial trends in varying ecological
circumstances. Marine fish recovered from archaeological sites CA-MNT-1951 and CA-MNT-255, marine
biology data, and intertidal foraging experiments contribute to our understanding of fish and fishing practices
during the Early (5500-2600 cal BP) and Middle (2600—-1000 cal BP) periods. Fish within four species
dominate the collections: surfperches caught with nets, rockfish and cabezon amendable to individual hook
and line capture, and pricklebacks by hand. These species dominate the archaeological record along the Big
Sur and central California Coast. All represented fish could have been procured from the near shore waters
of rocky intertidal, kelp forest, and tide pole habitats. The significant continuity in fish species caught through
time—with no compelling evidence for depression of prehistoric fisheries or intensified fishing practices or
technologies—reflects the abundance and resilience of fish in this productive marine ecosystem.
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Azevedo, Terry
[274]
Discussant

Bacha, Henry

[37]
Chair

Bacha, Henry

[37]

Materializing Inka-Colla Interaction in the Colonial Viceroyalty of Peru

This paper engages as its central problematic a recurrent iconographic motif—identified by scholars as
depicting a ritualized drinking encounter between the Sapa Inka and his Colla (an ethnic polity of the Late
Intermediate period Lake Titicaca basin) counterpart—painted on keros (Andean ceremonial drinking vessels)
produced in the colonial Viceroyalty of Peru during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. This depiction
of a peaceful interaction between the Inka sovereign and an evidently analogously powerful Colla monarch
contrasts with historical accounts of Inka military conquests of a resistant altiplano; and archaeological
evidence suggesting that the political landscape of the late pre-Inka Collao was characterized by fragmentation
rather than by unification under a Colla state. Integrating iconographic analysis, ethnohistorical data from
sixteenth- and seventeenth-century crénicos and visitas, and a synthesis of previous archaeological data from
the historic Colla heartland, this paper interrogates the implications of such a depiction of Inka-Colla
interaction in the early to mid-colonial Andes. Ultimately, it proposes that the iconographic motif served a
performative function, alternately (and perhaps simultaneously) insisting on the equivalence of the historic
Colla sefiorios to the Inka in terms of sociopolitical sophistication complexity and asserting the essential
benevolence of Inka rule and imperial expansion.

Bacha-Garza, Roseann [45] see Skowronek, Russell

Bachir Bacha Llanos, Aicha (EHESS, Mondes Américains)

[299]

Paracas Medio en el valle bajo de Ica, una perspectiva desde el sitio arqueoldgico Animas Bajas

Poco sabemos sobre la vida de las entidades sociopoliticas que ocuparon el valle de Ica durante el Horizonte
Temprano, en la época conocida como Paracas Medio (500-300 aC). Por ello, en esta conferencia se
presentan y discuten los resultados del analisis de la cultura material hallada en Animas Bajas, sitio ubicado en
la cuenca de Callango, valle bajo de Ica, en la costa sur del Peru. A partir de la reconstruccion de las etapas
constructivas —con sus materiales culturales asociados— de un edificio civico-ceremonial y de un contexto
funerario que contenia fardos y cabezas ofrendas/trofeo, se pretende: (1) aprehender aspectos sociales,
politico-religiosos y economicos de las entidades que ocuparon el sitio; (2) entender el lugar que ocupaban
los paracas del valle bajo de Ica en este periodo, tanto en la costa sur en particular, como en los Andes en
general. Nos preguntamos si con estos nuevos datos aln se puede seguir calificando a la costa sur como un
area retrasada en comparacion con la esfera cultural de la costa norte y si era periférica a las dinamicas y el
panorama de intensificacion del intercambio y la migracién que conocié los Andes en este periodo.

Backe, Karen [312] see Shriver-Rice, Meryl

Backs, Haylee (Boston University) and Laura Masur (The Catholic University of America)
[268]

Domestic Animal Use at St. Inigoes Jesuit Plantation

Plantations in the Southern United States functioned on a system of power over enslaved Africans that is
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reflected in the material culture of daily life. Zooarchaeological analysis of the fauna from St. Inigoes
plantation in St. Mary’s County Maryland provides insight into what everybody on the plantation was eating,
and the work enslaved peoples performed to process the animals consumed. Through analysis of animal
species and the abundance of skeletal parts present on the plantation, the subsistence strategies of the White
population as well as the enslaved can be deduced. Understanding what enslaved peoples were eating
provides insight into the activities of enslaved peoples beyond their labor, particularly how they were using
the knowledge of the plantation to provide for themselves and their families. Additionally, understanding the
subsistence patterns of enslaved peoples contributes to understanding the foodways of the Black community
today and how their food is connected to the perseverance of their ancestors.

Bacon, James (Trent University)

[198]

A Mound or Not a Mound? How Rasters and Point Clouds Can Help with False Positive Identification

This poster will discuss the benefits of using different combinations of rasters for large-scale survey and the
functional usage of viewing problematic mounds in the point cloud to weed away the false positives. Maya
sites around Mesoamerica have and will be scanned with lidar. Since the turn of the century, technology has
improved and now the data collected is higher resolution but also more sensitive to smaller height changes.
As a result, it has become both easier and harder to identify Maya mounds. Smaller mounds are more likely
to be identifiable in the data, but extra features that look like mounds (false positives) will also be found
which only ground truthing can weed out. Many interpretations of lidar have focused on various
combinations of images and visualizations (raster images). On their own, these are limiting for verifying
problematic mounds because they are dependent on the ground classification (input by the
researcher/software). Instead, viewing the equivalent raw data, as the point cloud, rather than a generalized
surface, provides greater clarity to check and differentiate between potential mounds and false positives,
because there is less generalization.

Bacon, James [321] see Gonzalez Esteban, Cristina

Baconnet, Benoit (Université Paris | Panthéon-Sorbonne, ArchAm)

[78]

The Rio Bec Tradition in the Bajo el Laberinto Region: Preliminary Results

Located on the border between the central and northern lowlands, the Rio Bec region developed a singular
architecture and iconography from the sixth century. In the eighth century, the Central Lowlands underwent
major sociopolitical transformations, such as the gradual fall of the Kaan dynasty and the loss of Calakmul’s
hegemony, resulting in increased mobility of populations and ideas. From the second half of the eighth
century, some sites in the Bajo el Laberinto Region adopted architectural and iconographic features of the
Rio Bec tradition. Since 2020, a doctoral thesis, in correlation with the Rio Bec 2 project, aims to reference
and study these elements in order to contribute to a more precise definition of the Rio Bec phenomenon,
measure its influence in space and time and characterize its interregional relations. Bibliographical research,
coupled with prospections and in situ analyses carried out during the 2022 and 2023 seasons, highlighted
various themes and qualities of realization, suggesting different modes of transmission according to the sites.
This presentation aims to present the preliminary results obtained at the sites of Calakmul, Olvidado, and
Pared de los Reyes.

Bader, Alyssa (McGill University)
[143]

Moderator

[143]

Discussant
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Bader, Gregor [42] see Mahan, Samantha

Badetti, Elena [12] see Longo, Laura
Badetti, Elena [12] see Sorrentino, Giusi

Badilla, Adrian (Museo Nacional de Costa Rica) and Francisco Corrales-Ulloa (Museo Nacional
de Costa Rica)

[222]

Archaeological Sites and Flooding in the Diquis Delta, Southeastern Costa Rica

The interaction between ancient societies and their natural environment was one of the topics discussed by
Richard G. Cooke for southern Central America. We focus on the Diquis Delta, Costa Rica, an alluvial plain
formed by the Térraba and Sierpe Rivers, with an annual rainfall ranging between 2,840 and 6,840 mm,
subject to strong cyclical flooding, that have caused the deposit of sediments. Precolumbian occupations have
been documented in the delta since at least 300 BC until the sixteenth century. Although the delta presented
many environmental challenges, it also provided abundant cultivable land, an extensive mangrove swamp,
proximity to various sources of raw materials, and a strategic position on communication routes. This led to
the establishment of important population centers and the construction of various architectural clusters with
units up to 1.4 m high that could serve as the basis for buildings of a public nature or residence of the
leaders. These in turn could serve as shelter during floods. The results of archaeological investigations carried
out at various sites located at |0 m asl and how these natural phenomena could affect village life, circulation
of goods, places of memory, and generate settlements abandonment and reoccupation are presented.

Badillo, Alex [43] see Sinders, Elizabeth

Badillo, Melissa [251] see Chase, Diane

Baer, Kelly (Northern Arizona University)
[181]

Discussant

Baer, Kelly (Northern Arizona University)

[321]

Adapting Photogrammetry and 3D Modeling Beyond Archaeological Recordation for Use in Public Education

The expansion of digital technology has allowed archaeologists to quickly adopt new techniques and digital
tools for use in the field. From the early days of analog recording and hand-drawn maps to contemporary
tools like photogrammetry and 3D modeling, the rapid evolution of technology has led to greater accuracy
and efficiency when collecting and processing data. For this reason, archaeology students today are expected
to be familiar with digital technology and to refine their technical skills over the course of their studies. But
with greater efficiency in the field also comes the responsibility to disseminate information effectively. Here, |
present a case study of photogrammetry for public archaeology at the site of Xunantunich in western Belize.
Using a tablet, DSLR camera, and a tripod, digital teaching models of 14 structures within the site core were
created and designed primarily for use by local tour guides. The goal of this project was to open new avenues
for public archaeology and better serve the local and Indigenous communities in which archaeologists work.
This pilot project serves as evidence that by using digital techniques like 3D modeling and photogrammetry,
archaeologists can simultaneously collect data while also preparing accessible learning materials for the public.

Baez Santos, Laura [158] see Aldana Mendoza, Jests Alberto
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Bagwell, Elizabeth (Pifion Heritage Solutions)
[66]
Discussant

Bain, Allison (Université Laval, Québec, Canada)

[148]

Colonial Period Occupations and Historical Archaeology on Barbuda

A variety of colonial period structures are scattered across the island of Barbuda. Spanning the seventeenth
to nineteenth centuries, they include wells, lime kilns, a Martello Tower, as well as the remains of a dozen
buildings at the Highland House site, among others. While many sites have been documented, excavations
have been limited to only the Castle site located in Codrington Village and Highland House. The Castle site
was initially a guarded storehouse and residence, while Highland House was a purpose-built retirement home
and private game park, and later served as an administrative center. Whether scattered in the bush or on
coastal roads, all of the island’s colonial period heritage is facing the combined risks of encroaching
development and climate change. This paper proposes an overview of the different phases of colonial period
occupation and archaeology and highlights the necessity for further documentation.

Bain, Allison [148] see Richards-Rissetto, Heather

Bair, Andrew (Harvard University)

[91]

Medieval Archaeology as Historical Archaeology, or Why Anthropological Archaeologists Should Take the European
Middle Ages Seriously

Though by strict definition the study of any literate society might be considered “historical archaeology,” in
practice American historical archaeologists largely focus on the centuries after 1492—in other words, the
archaeology of the modern world. But modernity was not immaculately conceived; the themes, things, and
questions that characterize historical archaeology find origins in the long and heterogenous European
medieval period. This paper presents an argument for placing the Middle Ages within the framework of
historical archaeology, the case here being the study of colonialism. While Europe would later become
colonizer of the globe, it was the product first of its own internal and diverse varieties of medieval
colonialism. In appreciating the complexity of colonial experience from the archaeology of medieval Ireland
and Wales, Central and Northern Europe, Iberia, and the Levant, we can catch a glimpse at the genealogy of
modern colonialism, better informing and contextualizing more contemporary material cultures and
mentalités of great interest to historical archaeologists.

Bair, Daniel (University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez) and Richard Terry (Brigham Young
University)

[213]

Geochemical Analysis of Plaza Floors in the Three Rivers Region of Northwestern Belize

Ancient markets are difficult to identify as most utilitarian items and consumables were perishable. Our
objective was to use geochemical analyses of extractable phosphorus and metallic residues in soils to
distinguish the unique geochemical patterns of market plazas from other types of plazas from sites within the
Three Rivers Region of Northwestern Belize. We present preliminary data from the 2023 field season.

Baires, Sarah
[331]
Discussant

[82]

Chair
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Baires, Sarah

[155]

Vibrancy of Place and Cahokia's Emergence

The city of Cahokia sits in a landscape occupied by bodies of water, distinctive biota, and unique stone and
mineral deposits. This flood plain landscape of the Mississippi River served for millennia as home to
Indigenous peoples who lived in semi sedentary communities while participating in small-scale agriculture,
hunting, and gathering. Cahokia and its sister boroughs of East St. Louis and St. Louis, along with farmsteads
and villages located in the Richland Uplands to the east, emerged ca. AD 1050 taking shape rapidly marked by
organized mounds, plazas, neighborhoods, and farming communities. In this paper | examine both the
constructed and non-anthropogenic landscapes of Cahokia focusing on the intersection between the human
and other-than-human realms that created this city. Particularly | emphasize the ways monumental places
structured and integrated the neighborhoods and the surrounding environs into the city.

Baires, Sarah [82] see Buchanan, Meghan

Baisan, Christopher [176] see Larrick, Dakota

Baisden, Rebecca

[269]

Small Sites and Big Assumptions: Questioning the Uncritical use of “Field House” to Classify Small Precontact
Structures on South Cat Mesa of the Jemez Ranger District

Small precontact structures throughout the Southwest that lie on the periphery of large village sites are often
classified as “field houses”, a term that carries with it the assumption that these structures were utilized
seasonally, occupied for a short duration of time, and whose function is tied to agricultural practices. The
uncritical and widespread use of this classification without consideration of the entire artifact assemblage may
skew archaeological interpretations of land use, demography, and settlement patterns. This paper examines
field houses on South Cat Mesa of the Jemez Ranger District to answer whether the broad and uncritical use
of this term to describe small precontact structures assumes a singular function when they may have served
more than one purpose. To test this idea attributes drawn from previous research were analyzed for 131
field house sites including method of construction, presence and frequency of extramural features,
assemblage size, ceramic types present, and flaked and ground stone. This study shows that there is variability
in sites classified as “field houses” on South Cat Mesa suggesting that some may have been used more
intensively, occupied for longer periods of time, reoccupied repeatedly through time, or had other functions.

Baitzel, Sarah [70] see Bey, Bridget
Baitzel, Sarah [223] see Diaz, Lucia
Baitzel, Sarah [50] see Rivera I, Arturo

Baka, Abby (University of Utah)
[20]
Chair

Baka, Abby (University of Utah), Kenneth Vernon (University of Colorado, Boulder), Madeline
Mackie (Weber State University), Jerry Spangler (Colorado Plateau Archaeological Alliance)
and Alexandra Greenwald (University of Utah, Natural History Museum of Utah)

[20]

Exploring the Pleistocene-Holocene Transition Archaeological Record on the Colorado Plateau

The Pleistocene-Holocene transition (PHT) archaeological record on the Colorado Plateau is notably sparse,
especially when compared to the surrounding Great Basin, Rocky Mountain, and Plains regions. Whether this
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dearth is due to low human populations in the region during the PHT, or due to insufficient fieldwork
targeting PHT archaeological resources, is unclear. To address this uncertainty, we used a random forest
model to determine which areas of southern Utah had high potential for PHT-aged archaeological sites based
on the location of known PHT sites and several environmental variables. A cluster of high-potential areas in
the San Rafael Desert, Emery County, UT, was selected for pedestrian survey during the 2023 and 2024 field
seasons. We present the results of the 2023 field season, during which we encountered |2 sites, two of
which contain lithic artifacts of ambiguous typology that may date to the PHT, as well as a handful of isolates,
one of which may date to the PHT. We use GIS to analyze the distribution of archaeological materials in the
environment and discuss future directions for PHT-focused fieldwork in the area.

Baker, Caitlin

[269]

USACE Tulsa District Wister Lake Site Preservation Project

In 1975, 41 sites surrounding the USACE Wister Lake, located in Latimer and LeFlore counties in Oklahoma,
were designated as part of a National Register Historic District. Unfortunately, due to extreme local looting
and fluvial action, less than 21 of these sites are still present today. USACE Tulsa District is beginning a site
preservation project dedicated to protecting these sites and limiting the effects of looting and fluvial action in
the future. This project consists of several segments: initial research through site files, physical site checks,
targeted pedestrian survey, and the protection of sites through methods such as placing riprap or planting
poison ivy. Once the most vulnerable sites have been protected, a historic properties management plan will
be created in order to continue the best site preservation practices in perpetuity. Potential helpful programs,
such as a public archaeology project or listing more sites on the NRHP, are being considered as future
directions for this project after site preservation has begun. The purpose of this poster is to fuel discourse
between the author and other archaeologists with experience in site protection and anti-looting practices.

Baker, Suzanne (A/HC [Archaeological/Historical Consultants])

[296]

The Question of Monumentality in the Sacred Spaces and Features of Ometepe Island, Nicaragua

Ometepe is the largest island in Lake Cogibolca (Lake Nicaragua), itself the largest body of freshwater
between Lake Titicapa in South America and the Great Lakes of North America. Its topography is unique,
composed of two volcanoes—one active (Concepcion) and one ancient and dormant (Maderas). A vast array
of petroglyphs on Maderas and statuary and clusters of mounds on both volcanoes comprise some of the
unusual man-made features found on this distinctive island. Words like “monument™ and “monumentality”
elicit such connotations as extraordinary size, importance, commemoration, and ritual, all usually associated
with human-built environments. Some natural features have, however, also been called monuments, usually
because of some unique cultural and/or scientific importance and, often, impressive size. This paper will
discuss how or whether Ometepe’s built constructions can in themselves be considered “monumental,”
whether the intersection of unusual natural features with the ritual and ideology represented in the island’s
man-made constructions more accurately define our notion of “monumentality,” and what these ideas and
features signal regarding social complexity.

Bakhtadze, Nodar

[233]

Issues of the Davit Gareji Monasteries’ Structure on the Background of the Early Byzantine Monasticism

In the south of the Kakheti region (Georgia), on the uninhabited vast territory, there is a monastic area
known as Davit Gareji, which includes about 20 independent monastic complexes. According to the historical
sources, the first Cristian monasteries were found here in the sixth century by the desert Fathers emerged
from movement of the Syrian monasticism. The internal life continued incessantly including the High Middle
Ages and subsequently, they underwent serious reconstruction along with the development. Since only a
small part of the Davit Gareji complexes has been studied archaeologically to some extent, the determination
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of their age of origin or their individual components is still in the initial phase. That applies also to the
peculiarities of the worship service performed inside these complexes. In the recent years we conducted
architectural and archaeological studies in order to correct this situation. Of course, we checked the
correctness of the obtained results against the background of the early Byzantine monasticism in the
neighboring foreign countries. It turned out that the vast majority of monasteries of Davit Gareji were
arranged in the manner of the Laura in the sixth—ninth centuries.

Balabuch, Allison (University of Victoria)

[250]

Interdisciplinary Collaboration between Educators and Archaeologists

Archaeology contains fascinating subject matter that can provide the themes and content for many school
subjects in K—12 education. Although there are many resources available for teachers, they are often difficult
to find and/or only focus on the basic skills or tasks of archaeologists. What educators need is access to the
rich and diverse research and knowledge possessed by archaeologists worldwide. Often more current or
area/topic specific archaeological research is inaccessible due to paywalls and due to the complexity and
structure of academic articles. Through collaborations between educators and archaeologists, rich resources
and learning activities can be developed to mobilize knowledge and widen the scope of voices and narratives
heard in school classrooms. This paper aims to share reflections on effective collaborations and make the
case for future partnerships between the disciplines of education and archaeology.

Balanzario Granados, Sandra (Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia)
[159]
Chair

Balanzario Granados, Sandra (Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia)

[159]

Nuevas exploraciones en el asentamiento prehispanico de Dzibanché, Quintana Roo

El sitio prehispanico de Dzibanché tuvo una ocupacién continua, desde el periodo del Preclasico Medio-Superior
hasta el Clasico Tardio (300 aC-800 dC). Ocupacion que continué con una poblacion menor hasta el periodo
del Clasico Terminal-Posclasico (900-1500 dC). Fue el asiento de la dinastia Serpiente “Kaanu’l” en una de las
primeras etapas de su historia, durante el periodo del Clasico Temprano Maya (250-650 dC). Dinastia que
contintio viviendo en Dzibanché, alin después de dividirse y trasladarse al asentamiento de Calakmul, durante el
periodo del Clasico Tardio (650-800 dC). Los datos epigraficos actuales, sugieren que el nombre de Dzibanché
era Kaanu’l “lugar de serpientes” y sus gobernantes eran los ‘sefiores sagrados de Kaanu’l (Martin y Velasquez
2016). Recientes exploraciones (2023), en los complejos monumentales Tutil, Lamay y Kinichna, han
documentado una uniformidad en los sistemas de enterramiento y variantes arquitecténicas relacionadas con el
estilo local “Pilastras Pareadas”. Las investigaciones realizadas en los asentamientos prehispanicos de Dzibanché
e Ichkabal, con el apoyo del andlisis lidar, permiten confirmar que fueron entre los centros urbanos mas
extensos de las tierras bajas mayas en los periodos del Preclasico y Clasico (Balanzario y Estrada-Belli 2021).

Balanzario Granados, Sandra [159] see Estrada-Belli, Francisco
Balanzario Granados, Sandra [159] see Tokovinine, Alexandre
Balanzario Granados, Sandra [159] see Velasquez Garcia, Erik

Balanzategui, Daniela (UMASS Boston), Marianne Sallum (UMASS Boston; Universidade de
Sao Paulo), Yacuna Tuxa (Universidade Federal de Bahia), Natasha Gambrell (Eastern Pequot
Tribal Nation) and Stephen Silliman (UMASS Boston)

[134]

Bridging Voices around a Circle of Dialogue between Tupi Guarani, Tuxa, and Eastern Pequot Peoples through an
Activist and Social Latin American Archaeology
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This paper presents the results of the first panel named “Indigenous Archaeologies, Territories, and Human
Rights” as part of the seminar “Indigenous and Afro-descendant Peoples in the Americas: Collaboration,
Archaeology, Repatriation, and Heritage,” an inter-institutional collaboration between the Interdisciplinary
Research Laboratory on Evolution, Culture and Environment (MAE-University of Sao Paulo) and the Latin
American Historical Archeology Lab (Department of Anthropology, University of Massachusetts, Boston). The
seminar aims to ground intercultural exchanges on constructing political platforms that nurture strategic plans
for Indigenous and African-descendant communities engaged in collaborative archaeological and heritage
research. The first panel articulated the voices and agendas of Tupi Guarani, Tuxa (Brazil), and Eastern Pequot
(USA) Indigenous peoples on dialogues around the topics of identities, recognition of their ancestral territories,
decolonizing academia, linguistic revitalization, and politics of heritage. This conversation shed light on the
shared history of colonization but, above all, on how the resistance of indigenous peoples has preserved their
deep connections despite the weight of geopolitical and racial violence in the Americas. Their proposal for the
future is based on strategies rooted in education and art expressions as tools in the struggle for civil rights.

Balco, William [22] see Kirk, Scott

Baldner, Linnea (Western Colorado University), Jessica Weinmeister (Binghamton University),
Daniel Hampson (Binghamton University), Ava Godhardt (Independent Scholar) and David
Hyde (Western Colorado University)

[284]

What a Cache! Ritual Activities at the Medicinal Trail Community, a Small Rural Maya Site in Northwestern Belize
During the 2023 field season, excavations uncovered evidence for ritual activities at Group M of the Medicinal
Trail Hinterland Community, an ancient Maya farming village in northwestern Belize, near the political center of
La Milpa. Initial survey and brief excavations from the 2017 field season indicated the group was atypical of
architectural groups from elsewhere in the community, not being residential or a work area associated with
terraces. Excavations between the courtyard and Structure M-3, underneath a layer of construction fill, was a
capstone supported by three upright stones, overlying a so-called Maya “God,” or “Face” pot. Within the pot
was a sap-like residue and ash. At the same level and to the east, a concentration of large Early Classic Tzakol
ceramic sherds were discovered that appeared to have been placed against a platform wall, suggesting the cache
was part of a termination ritual. This finding, the presence of a stela, and others, indicates that Group M may
have been a primarily ceremonial space. This discovery has implications for our understanding of Group M’s
function and prehistoric ritual practices of the Maya at small rural communities.

Balée, William (Tulane University)
[303]
Discussant

Bales, Emily (Far Western Anthropological Research Group Inc.) and Phil Kaijankoski (Far
Western Anthropological Research Group Inc.)

[269]

Identifying Deeply Buried Sites: A Case Study from Site CA-SLO-16, Morro Bay, California

Archaeologists have historically studied the human-environment relationship through the lens of behavior,
activity, and advancement. The study of past landscapes is focused on the human behavior response to these
changes, not the effects these environmental changes have on archaeological sites. Geomorphological studies
allow for understanding environmental change and the natural processes that alter the environment (global
warming, flooding, sea-level rise, etc.). These environmental factors not only have an effect on the people of
that time but also preservation and visibility of archaeological sites and later, the appropriate methods for
identification of these resources. This case study highlights how landscape evolution, surface landform age
mapping, buried site sensitivity modeling, and geoarchaeological identification methods can affect the
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probability of identifying deeply buried archaeological sites. Additionally, this poster will provide
geoarchaeological applications for future research.

Ball, Daunte

[15]

Challenges on the Road from 9th Avenue to Professional Archaeology

While the recent uptick in the amount and frequency of contemporarily, socially relevant sessions and
symposia held at SAA annual meetings can certainly be said to be commendable—truly, a much-needed and
beneficial pursuit/meta-analysis—I think that a significant intersectional aspect that often gets overlooked
when archaeologists engage in these sorts of discussions, regarding the structural barriers that exist to
persons from historically disadvantaged backgrounds being able to go on to obtain success in the
archaeological field, is the role that having an inner city upbringing can play in shaping a scholar’s experiences
on the road to becoming a practicing archaeologist, and thereafter. Originating from South Central Los
Angeles, and only being a second-year graduate student at the University of Arizona, this paper seeks to
anecdotally draw from some of the numerous challenges that | have faced as a young Black man from the
inner city to highlight some of the common struggles that persons from similar backgrounds and communities
have to face in order to find success and make places for themselves in a field that can often make such
persons feel the furthest away from social context(s) that they can most relate to.

Baltus, Melissa [82] see Buchanan, Meghan

Bamforth, Douglas

[33]
Chair

Bamforth, Douglas, Kristen Carlson (Augustana University) and Matt Reed (Pawnee Tribe of
Oklahoma)

[33]

Thirteenth- and Fourteenth-Century Redstone Pipes and Social Change on the Central Great Plains

Redstone elbow pipes, often made from catlinite from the Pipestone quarries in Minnesota, play essential
roles in many Pawnee ceremonies, including the Hako ceremony, and in the calumet ceremony that was
widespread in eastern North America. They appeared first during the thirteenth century in Central Plains
tradition communities in eastern Nebraska. Excavations at 25BD| in Boyd County, Nebraska, produced one
finished and two unfinished redstone elbow pipes; local collectors showed us three additional finished pipes
from the area. This paper describes the Boyd County examples and their significance in the context of late
thirteenth-century social change on the central Plains, including evidence that Oneota-style disk pipes also
appeared in eastern Nebraska at this time.

Bandy, Brandon “Everett” [176] see Watts Malouchos, Elizabeth

Banerjea, Rowena [22] see Pluskowski, Aleks

Banks, Kimball (Metcalf Archaeological Consultants Inc.)
[313]
Moderator
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Banning, Edward (University of Toronto)

[116]

Changes in the Size and Organization of Storage in the Neolithic and Chalcolithic of the Southern Levant

The size and spatial organization of facilities for the storage of cereals and pulses provide important clues to
the socioeconomic organization and degree of inequality of households and communities. In the context of
late prehistory in the southern Levant in the Middle East, we might expect changes in storage to result from
the growing importance of agricultural economies as well as social changes in the scale and equitability of
redistribution. Analysis of the volume and accessibility of storage facilities from the beginning of the Neolithic
to the onset of the Early Bronze Age, despite a number of uncertainties, indicates that there was no
monotonic change in storage and its management. Instead, the scale of storage in households and supra-
household groups waxed and waned and probably also varied geographically, probably in response to
differences in both social arrangements and local agricultural potentials.

Baquedano, Elizabeth (UCL Institute of Archaeology)

[21]

Mesoamerican Death Imagery Oversimplified

The Aztecs and other Mesoamerican peoples were exceptionally aware and observant of their natural world
and the cycles of nature, particularly the alternation of the seasons. Many of their representations were aptly
identified with the dry or rainy seasons. Likewise, dead individuals were depicted in the natural death
processes, such as rigor mortis, body skin decomposition (putrefaction), as well as with other death symbols:
skulls, skeletons, or death joints (with skulls), normally described by Mesoamerican scholars as an alleged
mortuary obsession of Aztec art and iconography. Rather than a “religious” obsession with death, Aztec art
and iconography reflect a legitimate scientific interest in the natural world. | will show several examples from
Codex Borgia using PCA graphs to see variables and their correlations in death imagery while offering new
interpretations. Scholars have for decades described death imagery as terrifying demons, grotesque,
crouching monsters, and “demon faces” adorning the elbows, knees, claws, and so on. These descriptions
hardly do justice to the Aztecs’ close observation of the human body and their surrounding nature.

Baquedano, Enrique (Museo Arqueolégico y Paleontolégico de la Comunidad de Madrid.
IDEA), Juan Luis Arsuaga (Univer. Complutense de Madrid. UCM-ISCIII, Madrid), César
Laplana (Museo Arqueolégico y Paleontolégico, Com. Madrid), Belén Marquez (Museo
Arqueoldgico y Paleontolégico, Com. Madrid) and Rosa Huguet (IPHES-CERCA, Univ. Rovira i
Virgili. CSIC Madrid)

[25]

A Neanderthal Hunting Sanctuary in the Interior of the Iberian Peninsula (Pinilla de Valle, Madrid, Espaia)

In the Des-Cubierta Cave, in the Central System Range of the Iberian Peninsula, 35 crania of large herbivores
(Bison priscus, Bos primigenius, Cervus elaphus, and Stephanorhinus hemitoechus) were recovered in an area
where the main gallery widens and rounds off. Some of the crania are associated with small hearths. It seems
that the heads had the mandibles removed outside the cave, and at least some maxillae inside the cave.
Moreover, the brains were extracted from the crania by resting them on anvils and using large hammerstones
found next to them. However, what is really exceptional is that postcranial bones are anecdotally
represented. The introduction by Neanderthals of these skulls with percussion, cut, and fire marks has
occurred on several occasions over time. The interpretation of the site with no apparent subsistence activity
seems to be linked to some rite whose nature eludes us but is very probably related to the hunting activity of
Neanderthal groups. One might think of celebration, initiation, passage, and propitiatory rites. The most
parsimonious interpretation from the cognitive point of view, and without excluding other possible
explanations, is that these crania were turned into hunting trophies. It has been proven that Neanderthals
had symbolic capacity.



Individual Abstracts of the 2024 SAA 89th Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana 54

Bar, Shay (Haifa University)

[6]

Tel Esur: Summary of Fourteen Seasons of Excavations and a Long-Lasting Community Archaeology Project

Tel Esur is situated in Israel’s Sharon Plain, near Nahal ‘Iron (Wadi 'Arah), 10 km southwest of Megiddo. | will
present the results from the main excavation areas and insights into our community project: Area B: Middle
Bronze Age (henceforth MBA) lla fortification system with a 3 m thick city wall and a pyramidal tower.
Abutting the wall were storage rooms and above them MBA strata of later unwalled settlements. Late Bronze
Age (henceforth LBA) remains were also revealed, including a temple. Area Bl: LBA (fourteenth century
BCE) structure, with 80 complete vessels crushed on its floors, including vessels exhibiting Egyptian influence.
A fifteenth-century BCE stratum found supports the identification of the place with Djefti, mentioned in
Thutmose llI's Canaan campaign in 1457 BCE. Area D: ninth- to eighth-century BCE administrative buildings
were found, an indication of the efforts of the Kings of Israel to enforce their jurisdiction over the coastal
plain. A unique community excavation has been held at the site annually since 2010. Our team is comprised
of students from local high schools. We promote cooperation between Jews and Muslims, coming from
religious and nonreligious backgrounds. During the last |4 years, 6,000 children have worked with us.

Barakat, Sarah (University of Aberdeen), Elodie-Laure Jimenez (University of Aberdeen),
Vaughan Grimes (Memorial University, St. John's, NL, Canada), Emmanuel Discamps
(TRACES, France) and Kate Britton (University of Aberdeen)

[247]

Combining Strontium and Sulphur Isotope Analysis to Reconstruct Paleolithic Reindeer Mobility

Understanding the movement patterns of past animals is key to unravelling Paleolithic hunter-gatherer
mobility and landscape use. Strontium isotope analysis (¥Sr/%Sr) has long been used as a proxy for
provenance studies based on the high correlation between strontium values in faunal tissues and underlying
lithology. However, interpreting 8Sr/%Sr results can prove challenging in areas with either homogenous or
heterogenous lithologies. Sulphur isotopic analysis (5*“S) is becoming increasingly useful as a secondary
indicator of provenance due to an increased understanding in sulfur variability in relation to coastlines/sea
spray effects, changes in lithology and with climate. Thus, combining 8Sr/%¢Sr and 63*S analyses offers the
potential to improve reconstructions of individual movement histories and to infer species-specific spatial
behaviors. Focusing on Late Pleistocene France, we present novel #Sr/®Sr and 6**S isotope data evidencing
reindeer mobility patterns across the sedimentary basins of France. By comparing time-series ¥’Sr/®Sr data
and bulk collagen §**S, we generate a diachronic dataset including samples from Middle and Upper Paleolithic
sites, allowing us to reconstruct seasonal movements from early-life and compare with later-life spatial data.
This data further illuminates behavioral plasticity in Late Pleistocene reindeer, and the relationship between
reindeer paleoecology to past climate change and human behaviors.

Baranov, Vyacheslav [91] see French, Katherine

Barba, Luis (Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México)

[152]

The Tunnels in Teotihuacan: Geology and Technology to Extract Tezontle

This paper aims to review how the Teotihuacanos took advantage of the available geological resources for
the construction of the city. The study of the geological characteristics of the Teotihuacan Valley has revealed
that what we presently observe is the consequence of the long-term volcanic activity produced in several
steps. First, a high-pressure escape of magma shaped mounds of volcanic scoria that later were covered by a
thick layer of yellowish tuff that made invisible the previous activity. To take advantage of the geological
resources, Teotihuacanos developed a strategy that first used the soil layer. Then they excavated and passed
through the tuff layer to reach the underlaying scoria and made tunnels to extract and use this light but
resistant material. Scoria (tezontle) was widely used to cover the main pyramids with large blocks, but also
with middle-size blocks they raised the nucleus of the walls of the apartment compounds and finally, as



Individual Abstracts of the 2024 SAA 89th Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana 55

grinded tezontle was mixed with mud to prepare the mortar to plaster the walls and floors of the city
buildings. The large quantities of materials used to build the city left behind deep scars in the terrain forming
large depressions and many tunnels underground.

Barba, Luis (Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México)
[218]
Discussant

Barba, Luis [152] see Chavez, Rene
Barba, Luis [194] see Hernandez-Grajales, Meztli

Barbel Le Page, Héloig (Université Laval, Québec)
[307]

Discussant

[307]

Chair

Barbel Le Page, Héloig (Université Laval, Québec)

[307]

Which Stories for Which Storytelling? A Community-Based Approach to the Nineteenth- to Twentieth-Century
Nunatsiavummiut Material Heritage

This presentation discusses archaeological research that is intended to create a space for the inhabitants to
reconnect with their material heritage on the land. The project took place in the Nain region (Nunatsiavut,
Labrador, Canada) in 2021 and 2022. It contributed to the Nunatsiavut Government policies by investigating
Inuit material heritage facing conservation threat. This project seeks to step back from colonial perspectives
by promoting narratives about the diversity of lifeways on the land. Rooted on a collaboration between
Université Laval and the Archaeological Office of the Nunatsiavut Government, a community-based approach
was adopted as a way to counter the helicopter research paradigm. A keystone was the anchoring on a local
network of governmental institutions whose mandates are to defend Nain community interests. About 30
community members contributed in two ways: specialized services (guides, pilots) and nonspecialized
contributions to excavations. The wage-earning policy aimed to shift from the specialization paradigm that
relies on symbolic capital, to create spaces that entangle hiring with training for local workers. The gathering
of perspectives from this diversity of actors fed the research with a need to refine research questions and
root them in the complexity of local history.

Barber, Sarah (University of Central Florida) and Arthur Joyce (University of Colorado,
Boulder)

[160]

Building and Breaking Primordial Space at the Rio Viejo Acropolis

Formative period civic-ceremonial facilities like the Rio Viejo acropolis in the lower Rio Verde Valley on the
coast of Oaxaca emerged from the combination a wide range of elements: conceptual, material,
environmental, infrastructural, human, and divine. Built rapidly in the first centuries of the Common Era, the
multiple monumental structures comprising the acropolis were not only the site of temporary human actions,
but also an active repository enveloping the physicality of human relationships with the other animate entities
with which ancient people shared their world. Drawing on multiple seasons of excavation on the Rio Viejo
acropolis, this paper traces the acts and materials through which human-divine relationships unfolded in
monumental space. Analysis focuses particularly on processes of breaking down—through burning,
consumption, smashing, and discard. Combining ceramic analysis with small-scale geospatial analyses and
broader observations of architecture and features, we assert that the creation of primordial spaces at Rio
Viejo involved the juxtaposition of creative and destructive action. Evidence suggests that engagement with
the divine at the acropolis often involved discomfort, disorder, and destruction.
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Barber, Sarah [200] see Boal, Zachary

Barbera, Aida (Université Laval Canada), Nathanael Heller (R. Christopher Goodwin &
Associates Inc.) and Emily Meaden Jeansonne (R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates Inc.)
[131]

Parasitism and Care in the Schoolyard: Archaeoparasitology of an Early Twentieth-Century School Latrine in New
Orleans, USA

McDonough No. 5 School (1882—1930) was built in the historic Algiers neighborhood of New Orleans and
was one of the first schools to educate Black children. But as the neighborhood turned Whiter and wealthier,
the school was renovated, the Black children turned away and relocated, and the newly renovated school
was given over to the White children of Algiers. In 2021, R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates Inc.
conducted extensive excavation locating deposits and cultural features that were associated directly with the
historic McDonogh No. 5. School. Among them, a privy feature containing large quantities of school-related
artifacts and rich in nightsoil was identified. Three samples consisting of two coprolites and a general soil
subsample were submitted for parasitological examination. These analyses have recovered evidence of
whipworm (Trichuris trichiura) and mawworm (Ascaris lumbricoides) signaling the presence of fecal-borne
parasitic infections. Low parasitic rates and the finding of medicinal bottles, some of which were marked as
vermifuge, suggest that care measures were put in place. As the first of its kind in Louisiana’s historical
archaeology, the present study contributes to a better understanding of the nature of parasitism and care
among Black American communities at the turn of the twentieth century.

Barbieri, Alvise [265] see Karrar, Osman

Bardi, Emma [106] see Ramos Osnaya, Carmen

Bardolph, Dana (Northern lllinois University) and Anna Chitwood (Northern lllinois University)
[293]

Paying the Price for Passion: Navigating Compensation Redlities in US Academic Archaeology

This paper explores the complex realm of compensation realities encountered by academic archaeologists by
examining the interplay between salary structures and regional cost of living variations. A hyper-competitive
job market and the gradual decline of tenure track job availability have had profound effects on early-career
scholars’ prospects and institutional stability, with resulting burdens on contingent faculty straining academic
quality, research output, and student mentorship. Furthermore, gendered and racial salary disparities persist
across US academia, with broader cross-disciplinary studies revealing that women and BIPOC academics
continue to earn less than their White male counterparts. In this study, we evaluate discrepancies in
compensation across professional ranks and geographic locations within US academic archaeology, drawing
on public salary databases and cost of living indices. We conclude with a discussion on how potential
collaborative efforts, institutional reforms, and policy interventions might enhance future financial stability and
equitable treatment for professionals across the spectrum of archaeological practice.

Bardolph, Dana [256] see Chitwood, Anna
Bardolph, Dana [81] see Mullins, Patrick
Bardolph, Dana [87] see Raab, Bailey

Bardsley, Sandy (Moravian University) and Jamie Paxton (Moravian University)

[257]

“We’ve never been allowed to fail before!” Undergraduate Experimental Archaeology Courses at the Crossroads of
History and Archaeology
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For five years, we have cotaught an undergraduate Introduction to Experimental Archaeology course under the
auspices of the history department at a small university. In this paper, we examine the ways in which history and
experimental archaeology share traditions of scholarship, learning objectives, and appeal to students. Yet, at the
same time, differences between the two fields create opportunities for both. We highlight the ways in which
experimental archaeology offers students the chance to play and to fail. In other words, students may try out
skills, theories, or experiments in which outcomes are unknown. Our students have consistently remarked on
and appreciated the freedom this offers them, especially as graduates of a school system based on No Child Left
Behind. Historians, too, tend to be conservative about exploring data that will not support a suspected thesis.
From a pedagogical standpoint, therefore, experimental archaeology offers advantages that go well beyond the
material being taught. On the other hand, connections to a history department offers archaeologists access to a
much larger student body and to broader historical narratives to which their research may be tied.

Barkai, Ran (Tel-Aviv University)

[25]

Fat, Potency, and Respect: The Holy Triad of Human-Animal Relationships in the Paleolithic

Animals played a major role in human subsistence, well-being, and relationship with the world around them
since time immemorial. Humans were highly dependent on their animal counterparts for their successful
survival and adaptation; however, this dependency was expressed in respect and appreciation toward these
animals. | believe that the early archaeological record is consistent with such statements, and that fat,
potency, and respect were major key-issues in human interaction with game animals in the Paleolithic. Case
studies regarding the use of elephant, bird, and fallow dear body parts in archaeological contexts from the
Levant and beyond will be used in order to implement these claims.

Barker, F. Timothy [311] see Donta, Jaime

Barker, Kristin [171] see Burnett, Paul

Barket, Theresa [265] see Macdonald, Danielle

Barlament, Jared [285] see Griffin, Delancey

Barnes, Kelli (US Fish and Wildlife Service ID/OR)
[137]
Chair

Barnes, Kelli (US Fish and Wildlife Service ID/OR)

[137]

A Case for Digging (into Big Data)

A quick dive into regional databases can be invaluable in managing local resources. Updating regional contexts
tends to be time consuming and expensive. However, obtaining general numbers of different site types,
NRHP eligibility assessments, dates of use, and other basic information can be a quick exercise to guide
future management. For example, basic regional data may show that NRHP eligibility is skewed too heavily
toward considering a large number of sites NRHP eligible based on data potential, when actual research at all
of those sites would be nearly impossible. These types of data can also help to determine types of sites that
are less common and may require greater protection. Finally, a broad summary of available information can
serve as a baseline for developing a detailed historic context with pragmatic temporal and geographic
boundaries.
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Barnett, Kay [286] see Field, Sean

Baron, Joanne (Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection)
[90]
Chair

Baron, Joanne (Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection)

[90]

Classic Maya Wahys: What, Who, Where, and Why?

The Kerr cataloguing project at Dumbarton Oaks is creating opportunities to reexamine iconographic motifs
and hieroglyphic texts on Maya pottery. One avenue in which this has been fruitful is the analysis of vessels
depicting wahy creatures. In modern communities, wahys are powerful individuals with the ability to change
shape at night, often for the purpose of causing harm or mischief. Classic Maya wahys were similarly linked to
sorcery and have highly specific names and iconographic attributes aligning them with diseases and other
misfortunes. In 1994, Grube and Nahm published their *“census” of 55 such entities in Kerr’s Maya Vase Book.
Today, after examining 186 scenes of cavorting wahy creatures, | have edited and expanded that list to 89.
Glyphic captions frequently associate these entities with specific place-names, allowing me to analyze how
they were distributed in space, and what they might mean politically.

Baron, Justyna (University of Wroctaw; Field Museum of Natural History)
[170]
Chair

Baron, Justyna (University of Wroctaw; Field Museum of Natural History)

[170]

Cross-Craft Interactions in the Central European Bronze Age

Archaeometric data obtained for various raw materials used by Central European communities in the Bronze
Age (ca. 2300-800 BC) allow us to study technological interactions in the past realized mostly within usually
small and densely settled sites. In this study, cross-craft contact zones between the selected activities are
crucial. They are likely to reflect the social space of communication concerning the objects to be
manufactured. For instance, the development of metallurgy required plenty of clay casting molds produced
with the use of potting techniques. Were they manufactured according to traditional recipes and
technological choices or did they have to meet some other, specific standards? How did the high
temperatures used in metallurgy influence the quality of household pottery at the same sites? Why do we
have so little evidence of the use of metal tools on Bronze Age bone and antler objects although they are
more effective in processing animal hard tissues? How did the quality of bone tools affect their use in pottery
making? My main objective is, therefore, to provide a comprehensive and coherent interpretative model of
communication and knowledge transfer in various types of activities, both specialized and domestic.

Barr, Sam [6] see Ek, Jerald

Barrera, Jimmy (Federal Railroad Administration)

[192]

FRA Cultural Resources Division

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Cultural Resources Division is comprised of archaeologists,
architectural historians, and historians. With responsibility to oversee federally funded and federally
authorized projects across the United States. This presentation will provide an overview of FRA’s mission
with emphasis on cultural resources responsibility and project examples.
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Barrera, Hector [176] see Muro Ynonan, Luis

Barrientos, Isaac [260] see Manin, Aurelie

Barrientos, Tomas (Universidad del Valle de Guatemala), Ernesto Arredondo Leiva
(Universidad del Valle de Guatemala), Julia Guernsey (University of Texas, Austin) and Diego
Lopez Garcia (Universidad del Valle de Guatemala)

[309]

The Presence of Potbelly Sculptures in the Lake Atitlan Basin, Guatemala

The sculptural style known as potbelly (“barrigdn”) has been widely documented in archaeological sites in the
southern Maya region, from Chiapas to El Salvador, with a few examples in the Lowlands and other areas of
Mesoamerica. However, most of these monuments are concentrated in sites occupied during the Late
Preclassic period on the Guatemalan Pacific coast and Piedmont, as well as in Kaminaljuyu. In this paper, data
will be presented on the poorly documented, but significant presence of this sculptural style in various areas
of the Lake Atitlan Basin, which includes two fortuitous finds made in the year 2022. The interpretation of
the meaning of these sculptures is still a matter of debate among specialists, partly because their
characteristics show variations between each region. Therefore, the specimens found to date in the Lake
Atitlan Basin provide new data regarding their geographic distribution in the Maya Highlands, their
anthropomorphic features, and symbolic and iconographic associations.

Barrientos, Tomas [159] see Canuto, Marcello

Barrier, Casey [253] see Henry, Edward

Barrios, Edy (CUDEP-USAC), Cameron McNeil (Lehman College; Graduate Center, CUNY),
Kenia Chacén (USAC), Zachary Hruby (Northern Kentucky University) and Jackeline
Quinonez (Graduate Center, CUNY)

[291]

Plaza A, Plan de las Mesas, Copan, Honduras: The Sacred Center of an Early Classic Hilltop Fortress

The Plan de las Mesas archaeological site is a fortress built on top of a high hill, which dominates the Copan
Pocket at its northern end. Plaza A, Group |, is the second highest area of the site and the most complex,
containing the tallest pyramidal platform and a central altar to the south, an atypical pattern in the Copan
area, but one extremely common at Teotihuacan. Other buildings at the plaza have shown architectural
features also related to Teotihuacan as well as a high percentage of Pachuca obsidian. From Plaza A one can
see not only the Copan Acropolis but also a wide extension of the valley floor, where most of the population
was living during the Classic period. Also visible from this high scenic point are other mountain sanctuary
sites such as the locations of Stelae 12 and 10, Los Sapos, La Laguna, and Cerro Chino. These sacred spaces
may have also functioned as checkpoints to visually control both the local population as well as from which to
spot any incursion from outsiders. Las Mesas was also an ideal location from which to watch the movement
of celestial bodies in the night sky.

Barrios, Edy [291] see McNeil, Cameron

Barros, Beatriz (Indiana University)

[166]

Archaeology during the Portuguese Dictatorship: The Role of Regional Institutions

Portugal's authoritarian regime, the conservative and nationalist Estado Novo (1933—1974), attempted to
create a nationwide network of commissions dedicated to the supervision of archaeological, historical, and
artistic monuments. The Municipal Commissions for Art and Archaeology (MCAAs, Comissoes Municipais de
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Arte e Arqueologia, in the original) were created as early as 1937, with some lasting until 1977, three years
after the fall of the regime. This time frame, 1937—1977, makes the MCAAs exceptional case studies for
understanding the context in which archaeological activities developed during and immediately after the
dictatorship. In this paper | will briefly present some preliminary results of the MCAAs research project,
which aims to determine what specific activities these MCAAs carried out in relation to archaeology and
cultural heritage, whether they contributed to the strengthening of the regime at the local level, and whether
there is any lasting influence of the MCAAs on the development of Portuguese archaeology since the end of
the dictatorship.

Barry, Katherine [82] see Smallwood, Ashley

Bartelink, Eric [241] see Hannigan, Elizabeth
Bartelink, Eric [100] see Tichinin, Alina

Barton, C. Michael (Arizona State University)
[162]
Chair

Barton, C. Michael (Arizona State University), Alfredo Cortell-Nicolau (University of
Cambridge, UK), Agustin Diez-Castillo (Universitat de Valéncia, Spain), Javier Fernandez-
Lopez-de-Pablo (Universitat d’Alacant, Spain) and Salvador Pardo-Gordé (Universidad de la
Laguna, Spain)

[308]

Machine Learning for Chronology Building in Regional-Scale Synthesis

Chronological control is essential for regional-scale research in order to establish contemporaneity or
temporal sequences among spatially distributed assemblages. Archaeology has benefited from advances in
radiometric dating methods, as well as statistical protocols for combining dates to achieve greater precision
age estimates. Yet the potential for applying these methods remains limited, requiring that samples of a
narrow range of materials be recovered (often with special handling) from carefully excavated contexts. This
leaves nearly all surface collections and many excavated assemblages undatable by these methods.
Archaeologists also have long used artifact morphologies to estimate the age of assemblages. While widely
applicable, this approach faces questions over subjectivity, replicability, and the causes of variation in artifact
morphologies (and hence, their reliability for chronology). Fortunately, a suite of analytical methods, broadly
termed machine learning, can combine these different dating approaches, allowing a much wider array of
assemblages from many contexts—including surface assemblages—to be dated. We compare the accuracy
and reliability of a suite of machine-learning algorithms for chronology building, widely accessible on normal
desktop computers, using assemblages from dated, excavated contexts. We then illustrate their usefulness in
regional synthesis by applying them to surface assemblages extending across eastern Spain.

Barvick, Kathleen (University of Arizona)

[

Using Extant Photographs of Ceramic Collections for Geometric Morphometric Archaeological Research

Modern archaeology is constantly seeking innovative, nondestructive ways to learn new things about the past
from existing collections. One powerful tool in the modern arsenal is Geometric Morphometrics (GMM), a
method of quantitative shape analysis that can be applied to study technological style and communities of
practice through material culture. 2D GMM requires only photographs, which museums already use to
document their collections. If precise enough photographs of archaeological materials exist, then many new
avenues of GMM analysis may be possible on collections that are difficult to access, or even that have already
been repatriated. This paper compares the analytical effectiveness of profile photos of ceramic Roosevelt Red
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Ware vessels from thirteenth- and fourteenth-century eastern Arizona that were taken previously, as part of
museum documentation, to photos of the same vessels collected with the specific requirements of GMM in
mind. This tests the ability to use preexisting photographs for Geometric Morphometrics research, offers
insights for museum documentation practices, and investigates what information archaeologists are capable of
learning from GMM on photos of ceramic vessels from the coalescent communities of the 1200s and 1300s
Southwest.

Bar-Yosef Mayer, Daniella (Tel Aviv University)

[116]
Chair

Bar-Yosef Mayer, Daniella (Tel Aviv University), Iris Groman-Yaroslavski (University of Haifa)
and Naomi Porat (Geological Survey of Israel)

[116]

The Neolithic Stone Beads of Nahal Hemar Cave, Israel

The Pre-Pottery Neolithic B (PPNB) site of Nahal Hemar Cave in the Judean Desert yielded, among others,
many beads made of wood, plaster, shell and stone. The study of 35 stone beads recovered at the site highlights
three main interrelated aspects: a broad range of raw materials used, the workmanship of bead production
according to their types, and the fashioning of beads into types intended for a particular method of using them.
Raw material identification was based on SEM-EDS and XRF analyses. Eleven minerals identified reveal a vast
geographical range from which they were extracted. Typologically, they have mostly a round and lenticular
transverse section. Experimentation indicated that the bead makers had an intimate acquaintance with the
properties of the minerals. Microscopic wear analysis indicates the methods of abrasion and polishing, and
selective methods of drilling and binding consistent with bead types. This is a technological approach that
reflects careful planning and execution that contributes to the wider perspective of novel trends of the
Neolithic period paralleling other developments associated with the establishment of village life and agriculture.

Barzilai, Rebecca (Indiana University) and Andrea Bridges

[72]

Challenges in Assisting Removal Tribes in the Reburial Stage of the NAGPRA Process

For over 100 years, large museums, universities, and institutions in the United States have amassed extensive
collections of Native American remains and sacred objects from archaeological sites. The outcries of Native
American communities who sought to protect their sacred sites and burial grounds from being repeatedly
looted throughout the country were largely ignored. The passing of NAGPRA legislation in 1990 was crucial
in transferring power back to Native communities to reclaim and rebury their ancestors. Despite this
legislation, and efforts toward consultation and repatriation with institutions, communities struggle with the
logistics regarding the reburial of their ancestors and sacred items. This is especially true for removal tribes
who no longer have tribally owned land in the Midwestern states they were forcibly removed from and may
not have access to the archaeological sites from which those ancestors were initially laid to rest. A key issue
is protecting the reburial sites from future looters if a state prohibits unmarked cemeteries, and the logistics
around safe reburial. This poster delineates the reburial laws in Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and lllinois and how
these laws constrain removal tribes when trying to rebury ancestors in their homelands at the sites from
which they were removed.

Barzilai, Rebecca [72] see Olafardottir-Hamilton, Olof

Basanti, Dilpreet (Northwestern University)

[95]

Reconstructing Mortuary Rites through Micro-CT Forensic Taphonomy at Ancient Aksum, Ethiopia (AD 50—400)
This paper uses micro-CT and funerary taphonomy to reconstruct ancient Aksumite burials (AD 50—400).
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Aksum, in northern Ethiopia, was the capital of an ancient polity that spread across the northern Horn of
Africa and became a major power in the Indian Ocean trade. The most notable remains of the ancient capital
are its towering funerary stelae and monumental tomb complexes. This paper presents data analyzing
previously excavated human remains from two stelae tombs in the central cemetery at Aksum. Data looking
at element representation and patterning of cutmarks point to the postmortem processing of Aksumite
remains. Micro-CT histology of bacterial bioerosion on 20 samples from the two tombs supports this
conclusion. Differences in stable isotopes between tombs further suggest their family orientations. When
contextualized with previous excavation data, it is possible to reconstruct a rough sequence of burial and
postmortem steps and demonstrate their relevance in shaping Aksum’s mortuary architecture. | also show
that these mortuary rites fit with a larger Aksumite history as inventions of tradition that negotiated the
rising cosmopolitanism in the Indian Ocean trade.

Basham, G. Matt

[332]

Jack’s Backyard: Earth Oven Features on the Edge of Eagle Nest Canyon

The canyon edge around Eagle Nest Canyon contains the remains of numerous prehistoric earth oven
features. It was also the property of Jack Skiles, who made a lifelong contribution to the study of archaeology.
This paper will document the results of excavations conducted during a 2013 field school on the property of
Jack Skiles, including along his driveway and by his pool. The results show that numerous types of wood
resources were used in the features. The results also show that earth oven cooking was done in different
areas of the canyon edge based on landscape morphology, such as bedrock depressions, and the availability of
wood resources that appear to have shifted over time based on changing climate.

Bastante, Jose [242] see Sieczkowska, Dominika

Bastide, Jamie (San Diego State University) and Seth Mallios (San Diego State University)
[205]

A Visual Analysis of Intersecting Identities: Nathan Harrison’s Gender Performance in Southern California

Nathan Harrison, a formerly enslaved man from Kentucky, was adept at performing specific masculinities (and
other identities) within different community groups. Through forced migration, Harrison traveled from
Kentucky to California during the mid-1800s. After gaining his freedom, Harrison continued moving south
until he settled in San Diego County. Archaeological excavations at his Palomar Mountain homestead
uncovered an extensive artifact collection and archival work located abundant historical documents and oral
narratives that detail Harrison’s interactions with neighbors, friends, and tourists. Social network analysis will
be used to determine how this personal community changed over time and space. A visual analysis will then
be done on a selection of historical documents and oral narratives to understand how Harrison navigated
social situations during a time of blatant racism and violence against African Americans.

Bastos, Murilo [178] see Di Giusto, Marina

Bates, Jennifer (Seoul National University)

[303]

Trees among the Cereal Fields: Arboriculture Reframed as Integral to the Food and Economic Systems of the Indus
Civilization of South Asia ca. 3200—1500 BC

In this paper | synthesize a big picture of how people in the Bronze Age Indus Civilization of South Asia
engaged with trees as a vital resource, and how there was no single conception of trees as “wild” versus
“domesticated,” “orcharded” versus “stand-alone,” “exotic” versus “native,” and potentially “owned” versus
“communal.” While wheat, barley, millets, and rice formed the staple food resource, in our desire to model
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the underpinnings of urban-support systems—how the masses were fed—we have overlooked that the
economy(s) and diets were more diverse and exciting than a daily dose of carbohydrates. The very first
discoveries of plants in the Indus included dates, and since then a diversity of fruit remains have been found,
alongside other datasets like wood, artistry, artifacts, and additional scientific data, that demonstrate that
Indus systems of arboriculture enriched daily diets, complicated the economic system(s), and engaged with
the mosaic environmental and cultural worlds that Indus peoples lived in. In this paper | play with notions of
food, agriculture, trade, ritual, and ecological manipulation to explore how Indus peoples conceptualized
trees within and without their spheres of daily life, pushing the boundaries of this oft-overlooked resource
into new theoretical realms.

Bates, Jennifer [256] see Conte, Matthew
Bates, Jennifer [256] see Kim, Pangyu

Bates, Jessica [257] see Little, Aimée

Batres, Kimberly (Arizona State University), Neil Duncan (University of Central Florida), Lana
Williams (University of Central Florida), Brigitte Kovacevich (University of Central Florida)
and Michael Callaghan (University of Central Florida)

[122]

A Paleoethnobotanical Analysis of Ceramic Residues from Caches and Burials at the Lowland Maya Site of Holtun,
Guatemala

Among the Maya, plant-based foods were not just important for sustenance but also had ritual meaning,
especially emphasized when placed in graves and caches. Food offered during ritual performances created a
reciprocal relationship between living individuals, their ancestors, and the gods. This paper presents the
paleoethnobotanical results from the examination of seven ceramic sherds from the Preclassic through the
Terminal Classic periods (800 BC—AD 900) associated with burial and cache offerings from the lowland Maya
site of Holtun, Guatemala. Each whole vessel fragment was subjected to starch analysis, a method used to
determine plant taxa on a microscopic level, as well as high-performance liquid chromatography and Raman
spectroscopy to test for cacao residues. The identification of crops aside from the usual suspects like maize
and cacao, such as manioc, yam, and malanga, suggests evidence of a complex ritual diet of the residues at
Holtun. Although poor preservation can result from the environmental conditions of the Maya Lowlands, the
results gathered from the preliminary starch and chemical residue analyses at Holtun indicate our ability to
recover diverse plant remains from archaeological contexts and illuminates possible patterns of grave and
offering types, social class, and variety in ritual diet.

Batun-Alpuche, Adolfo (Universidad de Oriente)

[83]

The Cozumel Bee People, Social Ecology, and Landscape Management during the Late Maya Postclassic

Landscape management in Cozumel during the Late Postclassic resulted in a network of stone walls
(albarradas) demarcating the entire island resembling the structure of a beehive. This paper presents a
comparison of some features of the social ecology of Yucatec stingless bees and the structure of stonewalls
demarcating Cozumel, looking at the social ecology of beekeeping and the agrarian production implemented
by the Postclassic Maya in the island. The Postclassic Cozumel Maya population was referred to in the
colonial books (known as the Chilam Balam) as the bee people.

Batun-Alpuche, Adolfo [331] see Dedrick, Maia
Batun-Alpuche, Adolfo [254] see Slocum, Diane
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Bauer, Alexander (Queens College, CUNY)
[258]
Chair

Bauer, Alexander [258] see Fryer, Tiffany

Baumann, Steve [221] see Poister, Nicholas

Baumgartel, Olivia (Mississippi State University)

[24]

Cleaning Up Claiborne: Revising the Radiocarbon Dates of Six Decades of Research Using Chronometric Hygiene
The Claiborne site, located in Hancock County, Mississippi, has been dated using many different techniques
since discovery in 1967. In order to create a tighter chronology and firmly place it into the timeline of the
Poverty Point culture, chronometric hygiene protocols were used to dismiss dates that are not as accurate
or precise as current AMS dates. New AMS radiocarbon dates were then added into the revised database,
narrowing down the age of Claiborne, therefore connecting it to other Poverty Point sites in the region.

Baustian, Kathryn (Skidmore College), Claira Ralston (University of Nevada, Las Vegas), Debra
Martin (University of Nevada, Las Vegas) and Maryann Hobbs (SNA International for DPAA)
[272]

Dynamic and Diverse Roles and Identities of Women in Ancient Southwest Systems of Violence

The definition of violence is unique to all societies. Violent behavior is thus recognized in myriad ways and
observing it in past societies demands consideration of many forms of evidence. Interpreting individual roles
in systems of violence requires that we look beyond weaponry, site destruction, male warrior burials, and
lethal injuries. Our perception and interpretation of females as actively engaged in violent interactions in the
past is shaped by our own social conditioning, cultural frameworks, and lived experiences. We present
examples of women’s diverse roles and identities within systems of violence through a bioarchaeological
analysis of skeletal remains from several Mogollon sites (Grasshopper, Turkey Creek, Point of Pines, and
several Mimbres sites). Considering injuries, disease, and skeletal robusticity in relation to mortuary contexts
and social structures, we interpret the agency of women in times of conflict and their roles as aggressors,
defenders, or supporters of warfare and raiding in the precolonial American Southwest. (No images of human
remains will be displayed.)

Bautista, Jessica

[67]

Forest Use at Te Zulay, an Ancient Community at the Mouth of the Pastaza River in the Upper Amazonia

The use of plants of ancient Amazonian societies is currently heavily debated. Much of such it concerns the
difficulty of finding good paleobotanic evidence in archaeological contexts. Lately, old plant use strategies have
been reconstructed mainly based on phytoliths, starch, and pollen evidence. However, the present study is
focused on charred wood samples from Te Zulay, a mounded site located on the banks of the Pastaza River
on the Ecuadorian Upper Amazon. The anthracological results indicate Te Zulay inhabitants’ preferences for
certain types of trees during their period of occupation of the site.

Bautista, Stefanie (University of Rochester), Justin Jennings (University of Toronto) and Willy
Yepez Alvarez (University of Toronto)

[175]

Survey and Mapping of Antimpampa, an Early Horizon Monumental Center in Southern Peru

Globally, the earliest cultural ecumene are associated with monumental centers that spurred greater local
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and interregional interaction. Antimpampa, located in the Arequipa region of Peru, is one such monumental
center that has remained largely unstudied. This poster presents the preliminary results of our 2020
archaeological survey at Antimpampa, which spans 90 ha and is comprised of |3 platform mounds, associated
plazas, standing stones, and a monumental enclosure wall. Surface mapping and artifact collection reveal a
mound-plaza group organization distinguished by walls and elevation changes, as well as areas of residence,
craft specialization, and ritual activities on and around the mounds. Our research also demonstrates that
Antimpampa is the only known site in the Andes with artifacts that reflect the northern Chavin and southern
Yaya-Mama/Pukara styles, the two great iconographic traditions of the Early Horizon (850-550 BCE). A third
tradition at Antimpampa featuring large slabs of rock painted with zoomorphic and anthropomorphic animals
may have emerged at this time. Antimpampa’s rich assemblage of artifacts, combined with the excellent
preservation of its activity areas, present an opportunity for future excavations to understand how Early
Horizon centers worked as engines of integration, identity formation, and ritual practice.

Bava De Camargo, Paulo

[158]

Revisiting the Archaeology of a Small Harbor: Cananéia (Sao Paulo, Brazil), Nineteenth—Twentieth Centuries

The presentation discusses the results of the author’s PhD dissertation on nineteenth- and twentieth-century
harbor sites in Cananéia, Sao Paulo State, Brazil, a period when the capitalist economy was introduced in the
region. From the mid-nineteenth century until 1950, the harbors experienced a subtle but significant
transformation that expresses the economic and political changes derived from Brazil's modernization. These
coastal and underwater archaeological contexts herein focus—one stone wharf, a wreck site of a paddlewheel
steamship, and two shipyards—have been delimitated with mapping, registering, and extensive surveying using
an approximation to Westerdahl’'s methodology and the reflection of ). Herrera and M. Chapanoff. This
approach is especially important because it includes not only the analysis of ruined, abandoned, and buried
remains as archaeological resources but also meanings, beliefs, land/seascapes, structures, equipment, and
buildings that are still present in the current social context as active elements. The result of the research was
the understanding that two main changes have transformed the economic dynamics of the region: the transition
from the boat building and commercial agriculture to industrial fishing and tourism, and the substitution of
maritime transportation, first by multimodal river navigation and railroad, and then by road transportation.

Baxter, Carey (US Army Corps of Engineers ERDC-CERL) and Anthony White (US Army
Corps of Engineers, ERDC-CERL)

[326]

3D Documentation of Grave Markers for the National Cemetery Administration

The United States Army Corp of Engineers, Engineer Research Development Center, Construction
Engineering Research Laboratory (ERDC-CERL) is home to one of the largest cultural resources research
teams in the DoD. In recent years our team has assisted the US Department of Veterans Affairs, National
Cemetery Administration (NCA) with their duty to provide perpetual care to the graves of US service
personnel and veterans. Using high-definition terrestrial laser scanning (TLS) and photogrammetry, 3D
documentation of grave markers facilitates the repair, restoration and/or replacement of military grave
markers in cemeteries formerly under private or municipal management that have fallen into disrepair or are
threatened by a changing environment. This presentation will discuss how leveraging 3D data collection and
visualization is enabling cultural resource managers to build resiliency against the ravages of time and climate
change in maintaining historic properties.

Baxter, Erin (Denver Museum of Nature & Science), Steve Nash (Denver Museum of Nature &
Science), Michele Koons (Denver Museum of Nature & Science) and Deborah Huntley (Tetra
Tech; Denver Museum of Nature & Science)

[111]

Mogollon Murk: Ideas for Some New Ways Forward through Collections and Collaboration (and a Little Fieldwork)
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Emily Haury wrote, “[Mogollon studies are] . . . a currently confused state of affairs. Perhaps in another half
century [it] will have reached a state of broad acceptability and equilibrium” (1983:xix). Forty years into the
prognostication, have we made inroads? This paper will explore the Denver Museum of Nature & Science’s
efforts toward that end in the Mogollon highlands. From new '*C dates from Tularosa Cave, to reanalysis of
WS Ranch, survey north of the Forestdale Valley, excavation of an endangered great kiva (and its repatriation
and reburial alongside Zuni and Acoma advisors), to new and tantalizing sites out of reach but not out of
mind, we hope to add to syntheses pioneered in the region by Martin and Rinaldo and riffed on a new
generation of regional archaeologists looking to cast off the murk. New dates, new methods, and new
thoughts to put into the hopper.

Bayarsaikhan, Jamsranjav [151] see Egiiez, Natalia
Bayarsaikhan, Jamsranjav [151] see Ventresca-Miller, Alicia

Bazan, Augusto [242] see Vining, Benjamin

Beach, Isabel [67] see West, Catherine

Beach, Timothy (University of Texas, Austin), Sheryl Luzzadder-Beach (University of Texas,
Austin) and Wilhemina Colon Loder (University of Texas, Austin)

[125]

The Soils and Geoarchaeology of Aguada Fénix and the Middle Usumacinta Region

Three years of soil, water, and lidar analyses for the Middle Usumacinta Region indicate a diversity of soils,
paleosols, and several areas of wetland rectilinear features that indicate a range of wetland farming and other
uses. For the soils, we characterized soil profiles through excavations over more than 3 m depth, mapping
stratigraphy, horizons, and paleosols. Our field and lab research on the soils aims to show soil formation,
fertility, sediment sourcing, and broader geoarchaeology through geochemistry and stratigraphy in association
with archaeological information. We analyzed soil texture, pH, magnetic susceptibility, XRF and ICP AES for
elements, particle size analysis, LOI, C, N, P, S, and stable carbon isotopes. These analyses allow us to
differentiate sediment sources, though the soils and sediments also reflect in situ weathering especially near
the surfaces that have been exposed to the atmosphere for millennia. We present evidence of topsoils and
paleosol Rendolls, Vertisols, and Oxisols buried under the largescale Middle Preclassic construction. We also
consider the evidence for wetland fields and canals that are probably Classic period, using lidar visualization
analyses and pattern comparisons with wetland fields demonstrated elsewhere for both the well-known
Laguna de Términos field complex and other regional rectilinear canals systems.

Beach, Timothy [130] see Colon Loder, Wilhemina
Beach, Timothy [295] see Luzzadder-Beach, Sheryl
Beach, Timothy [130] see Smith, Byron

Bean, Daniel [197] see Recklies, Laura

Beardall, Antonio (Texas State University)

[226]

The Impact of Belizean Archaeological Participation on Aspects of Cultural Identity and Cultural Heritage

Belize is a country rich in archaeological resources including Paleoindian, Archaic, the Ancient Maya, and
colonial. Belize has been and continues to be the focus of archaeological research, largely conducted by
foreign researchers that help facilitate archaeological field schools training primarily American, Canadian, and
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English students. While many Belizeans are hired to work on these projects, they are not in a position to
conduct investigations, analyses, nor produce/disseminate reports of their findings. Using ethnographic/
qualitative methods, my dissertation research aims to investigate whether greater participation on an
archaeological project has any impact on a young Belizean regarding (1) their sense of cultural identity, (2)
their perception of a shared Belizean cultural heritage, and (3) their relation to the archaeological past. This
paper outlines the proposed methodology, expected results, and why this form of community/collaborative
research is essential for understanding the need of greater community/public components on foreign led
archaeological projects in Belize.

Beardall, Antonio [295] see Peuramaki-Brown, Meaghan
Beardall, Antonio [295] see Robin, Cynthia
Beardall, Antonio [98] see Walden, John

Beasley, Melanie (Purdue University)
[236]
Chair

Beasley, Melanie (Purdue University)

[236]

Broader Impact of Archaeological Science Methods in Forensic Science Investigations

In 2009, the National Academy of Sciences report on “Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States”
emphasized the importance of change needed in forensic science disciplines to ensure reliability, enforceable
standards, and to promote best practices. Over the years many archaeologists and bioarchaeologists have
assisted law enforcement with the recovery and analysis of human remains on an ad hoc basis with often little
or no formal training in forensic anthropology. This presentation will review the value that archaeological
science methods can contribute to forensic anthropology as an applied anthropology practice. In recent
years, media coverage has highlighted cases where pseudoscience, unethical practices by unqualified
individuals, and the unethical treatment of human remains had a negative impact to families, communities, and
the discipline. The misidentification of animal remains as human because of a lack of qualifications or
promoting the pseudoscience of dowsing rods to locate clandestine graves has lasting consequences in the
public perception of what assistance trained forensic anthropologists can offer investigators. In this
presentation, | argue that archaeologists who desire to assist in forensic investigations require a deeper
understanding and ethical understanding of the broader impact their archaeological science methods have on
the forensic anthropology community.

Beatrice, Jared [123] see McGuire, Sara

Beaulieu, Dawson (Stantec) and Mark Young (Stantec)

[49]

Systematic Data Recovery at Archaeological Sites in the Mcintyre Creek Valley, Whitehorse, Yukon

This poster presents on the preliminary findings of systematic data recovery excavations at several
archaeological sites within the city of Whitehorse, Yukon. These sites tentatively include JeUs-42, JeUs-43,
and JeUs-96. Excavations were undertaken by Stantec during the 2023 field season; one site was partially
excavated in 2010. Cultural materials recovered include microblade technology, bifacial technology, faunal
remains as well as a thermal feature that likely predates the deposition of White River Tephra (~1500 YBP).
Lithic material types include a variety of visually distinctive cherts, agate, and obsidian. Intrasite analyses are
presented respectively. Intersite analyses and regional comparisons are also explored and are suggested to
culturally correlate to a cluster of microblade sites located in the Mcintyre Creek Valley, dating to the
Early/Mid-Holocene. The distribution of these sites is presented. Findings suggest these sites may represent
bison hunting and/or processing sites. The suite of sites explored in this poster further regional
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understandings of the formation of cultural assemblages resulting from hunting activities within the
Whitehorse subregion of SW Yukon.

Beaumont, Julia [22] see DeWitte, Sharon

Beaupre, Andrew (Maine State Museum)

[153]

Is It All Just Faience and Honey-Colored Gun Flints? Examining the Material Record of Eighteenth-Century French
Culture in Multiregional Perspective

By the first quarter of the eighteenth century, the “blue crescent” of French land claims and settlement had
spread across North America from the Acadian coast to southern Louisiana. While French colonial
settlements existed contemporaneously throughout the middle of the continent, historians and archaeologists
have tended to study these forts, trading posts, and communities either as isolated points or within regions
that were defined by twentieth-century etic perspectives. While the environmental conditions of each
community’s location played a role in the particular manifestation of French colonial society, there are
commonalities across the continent. This paper compares the material record recovered from sites in the
colony of Acadia located in the current state of Maine and one in the French colony of Louisiana in the
current state of Arkansas to offer a line of evidence of a multiregional perspective of French colonial society.

Bebber, Michelle (Kent State University)
[257]
Discussant

Becerra, Gibrann (El Colegio de Michoacan)
[163]

Discussant

[216]

Chair

Becerra, Gibrann (El Colegio de Michoacan)

[216]

Ritual y sacrificio de cocodrilos en la ofrenda constructiva del Juego de Pelota de Tlalixcoyan, Veracruz

Trabajos de investigacion sobre arquitectura danada del Juego de Pelota realizados en el Complejo
Monumental de Tlalixcoyan, Centro de Veracruz, permitieron documentar ofrendas de dedicacion y multiples
etapas constructivas durante el Clasico. En una de las etapas iniciales, los constructores del Juego de Pelota
realizaron el depdsito de cocodrilos junto a otros elementos que enfatizan aspectos acuaticos y
ceremoniales. Las evidencias indican que al menos un cocodrilo fue enterrado vivo en la construccién. En esta
ponencia se exploran las implicaciones de este contexto para nuestro conocimiento acerca de la cronologia,
los rituales y la participacién colectiva en el Juego de Pelota de la Costa del Golfo. [Research work on the
damaged architecture of the ballcourt at the Monumental Complex of Tlalixcoyan, in central Veracruz,
documented dedication offerings and multiple construction stages during the Classic period. In one of the
initial stages, the builders of the ballgame made the deposit of crocodiles along with other elements that
emphasize aquatic and ceremonial aspects. Evidence indicates that at least one crocodile was buried alive in
the construction. This paper explores the implications of this context for our understanding of the
chronology, rituals, and collective participation in the Gulf Coast Ballgame.]

Beck, Jess [173] see Poole, Anne
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Beck, Robin (University of Michigan), David Moore (Warren Wilson College), Christopher
Rodning (Tulane University) and Rachel Briggs (UNC-Chapel Hill)

[253]

Big Data and the Berry Site: Colonial Archaeology in the Carolina Foothills

From December 1566 to March 1568, Captain Juan Pardo established a network of six small garrisons
extending beyond the Atlantic Coast through modern-day North and South Carolina and across the
Appalachian Mountains into eastern Tennessee. The first of these, Fort San Juan, was built in the Appalachian
Foothills at a Native town named Joara and was intended to serve as the base of operations for Spain’s
imperial designs in the interior of northern La Florida. The subsequent destruction of all six forts during an
Indigenous uprising brought these imperial ambitions to an unexpected end. Although short-lived, Pardo’s
forts constitute the earliest Spanish presidio system in the Western Hemisphere. More than two decades of
archaeological research at the Berry site in North Carolina have revealed the location of Fort San Juan and
the Indigenous context of its construction, use, and annihilation. Much of our work at Berry, and particularly
our understanding of this Indigenous context, derives from Dave Anderson’s pathbreaking work on the
Savannah River chiefdoms, and indeed, we suggest that the people of Joara were descended from the upper
Savannah’s Late Mississippian populations.

Beck, Robin [253] see Henry, Edward

Becker, Rory (EOU), Danny Walker (University of Wyoming) and Carolyn Buff (Wyoming
Archaeological Society)

[177]

Geophysical Survey of the Fort Union National Monument

A multi-instrument survey of the Fort Union National Monument was conducted during the 2014 field
season. The survey covered approximately 13.4 ha (33 acres) and was funded through a CESU grant with the
National Park Service. The multi-instrument survey detailed evidence of intact, subsurface structural elements
in the Civil War star fort component of the site. These data furthered the research efforts underway at the
site and provides an enhanced interpretive experience for visitors.

Becker, Rory (EOU)
[247]
Chair

Becker, Rory [247] see Ahern, James
Becker, Rory [247] see Vidas, Lia

Becker, Sara (University of California, Riverside)

[205]

Modern and Ancient Craftswomen in the Andes, from Tiwanaku (AD 500—1100) to Present in Bolivia and Peru

This research investigates skeletal evidence of labor (i.e., osteoarthritis and muscle entheseal changes), as
performed by 525 females within the precontact Tiwanaku civilization (AD 500—1100) of the Bolivian and
Peruvian Andes, and compares these labors to those performed by their modern-day indigenous Aymara
descendants who live in the same region and perform many traditional tasks (i.e., non-mechanized farming,
carrying goods on the back over varying elevations, weaving, pottery production). Using ethnographic
evidence from 20 interviews and 3D computer-aided video motion capture (mocap) of traditional
activities, data from these women were compared to prior published skeletal evidence of Tiwanaku tasks.
Results show that many of the tools used in prehistory, such as a sharpened and smoothed llama bone, are
the same as those used over a thousand years ago during Tiwanaku times, and that intense labors, such as
farming or craft production begins in pre-teen years in both the past and present. Overall, focusing on
laborers from the past and present can answer question about gendered labor and the importance of
Indigenous expert knowledge.
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Becker, Sara (University of California, Riverside)
[238]
Discussant

Becquey, Cédric [32] see Begel, Johann

Beeker, Charles [92] see Hawley, Kirsten

Beekman, Christopher (University of Colorado, Denver)

[11]

Discussant

Begay, Skylar [88] see Doelle, William

Begel, Johann (UNAM, IIFL, Centro de Estudios Mayas) and Cédric Becquey (UNAM, IIFL,
Centro de Estudios Mayas)

[32]

Stela and Altar Rituals: Caches, Inscriptions and Iconography in Tikal, Petén, Guatemala (AD 250-950)

Mayan stelae and altars are a key epigraphic and iconographic source for understanding the political history of
the Classic period (AD 250-900). Tikal produced a particularly large number of these monuments in a variety
of architectural contexts: Twin Pyramids Groups, Plazas, Great Temples, residential groups, and even remote
areas, probably corresponding to different events and ceremonies. To date, 70 caches have been discovered
under 62 stelae and 5 altars, including 18 inscribed, 43 plain, and 6 removed in the ancient period. This
corpus therefore lends itself particularly well to the study of the rituals associated with these monuments,
which promoted the rulers’ propaganda. The focus of this presentation will be on determining whether there
were any caches specifically dedicated to the monuments. Epigraphy will shed some general light on the
ceremonies surrounding the erection and dedication. Moreover, it will be interesting to determine whether a
correlation exists between the messages put forward in the inscriptions, the text/image layout, the
iconography, and the type of dedicatory cache. For all these approaches, it will also be important to evaluate
the differences and variations depending on the architectural context and the event that led to the installation
of these stelae and altars.

Beggen, lan (University of Michigan)
[20]
Chair

Beggen, lan (University of Michigan)

[20]

Utilizing Drone Modeling to Facilitate Targeted Pedestrian Survey in Central Western Patagonia

Regional archaeological survey is notably difficult in continental Aysén, Chile. Many researchers mark the
difficult terrain and dense vegetation of forest and forest-steppe biomes of this region of Central Western
Patagonia as major factors limiting our ability to identify new archaeological sites. Thus far, most sites
identified across the region are rockshelters, and this trend in survey results is likely due to our relative
inability to identify open-air sites in hard to reach areas. Recently, methods such as remote sensing (i.e.,
magnetometry) have been utilized successfully to identify buried archaeological sites. However, regional
magnetometry survey can be quite expensive. In this project, | utilize a less cost-prohibitive method to
identify ideal landforms for subsurface archaeological testing. Using drone modeling of a 10 km? area of
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forest-steppe ecotone adjacent to the lbafez River Valley (IRV), | employ a method of targeted subsurface
survey to better identify buried archaeological sites. In this presentation | report the results of this survey and
discuss possible outcomes for our understanding of this relatively-understudied area of Patagonia, particularly
relating to settlement patterns, environmental marginality, and perceived chronological gaps.

Beggen, lan [266] see Perkins, David

Beightol, Charles [329] see Rich, Megan

Beisaw, April (Vassar College)
[275]
Chair

Beisaw, April (Vassar College)

[275]

Taking Their Water for New York City: Archaeology of Reservoir Communities

It took New York City more than 100 years to construct its system of 19 reservoirs and controlled lakes.
Archaeological survey of city-owned lands around these artificial water bodies reveal the ruins of what once
was. Collaborations with community members and partnerships with local libraries, historical societies, and
community cemeteries help to make sense of the dramatically altered landscapes. Together we have built
new understandings of the local impacts of water harvesting and redirection. Reservoir creation can be a
violent act that displaces people, plants, and animals. It can also create new habitats and places of wonder.

Belardi, Juan (Univ Nac de la Patagonia Austral), William Taylor (University of Colorado,
Boulder), Luis Borrero (Universidad de Buenos Aires, CONICET), Luciana Stoessel
(Universidad Nacional del Centro, CONICET) and Sabrina Leonardt (Instituto Nacional de
Antropologia)

[77]

A Tehuelche/Aonikenk Camp on the Northern Bank of the Middle Course of the Gallegos River (Santa Cruz Province,
Patagonia, Argentina): Implications for the Use of Space in Historical Moments

The Mack Aike Canyon has been redundantly used by hunter-gatherer populations for at least 3300 years BP.
The canyon provides protection, water, pastures, and fauna. Information corresponding to the Chorrillo
Grande | site is presented, where lithic artifacts were found together with others made of glass (Venetian
type beads and scrapers), metal—brass and iron—(ornaments, nails, and fragments), ceramic potsherds, and
archaeofauna, mainly guanaco (Lama guanicoe) and horse (Equus caballus). The chronology obtained on
remains of these fauna and potsherds goes back to the last 300 years BP. In addition, the distribution of the
archaeological record follows a linear pattern that, together with the location in a canyon, conforms to the
ethnographic information on the arrangement of toldos. The late artifactual signal has also been identified in
other contexts of the canyon but at a very low frequency. The information allows us to interpret the site as a
Tehuelche/Aonikenk camp and compare it with other sites in the extreme south of Patagonia with similar
characteristics. Along with other sites in the Mack Aike Canyon, Chorrillo Grande | shows the persistent use
of the locality and its role as an articulator of regional mobility until historical moments.

Belardi, Juan [260] see Taylor, William
Belardi, Juan [281] see Luchsinger, Heidi
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Belcher, Megan (Washington University, St. Louis), Christina Youngpeter (Washington
University, St. Louis), Natalie Mueller (Washington University, St. Louis) and Alleen
Betzenhauser (lllinois State Archaeological Survey)

[202]

Goosefoot Galore: Results from the Analysis of a Goosefoot (Chenopodium berlandieri) Cache in the American Bottom
In precontact eastern North America, Indigenous peoples domesticated a unique crop system called the
Eastern Agricultural Complex (EAC) before the arrival of maize (Zea mays). The EAC likely sustained past
Indigenous populations beginning around 3900 BP, to approximately 600 BP. The EAC fell out of cultivation
prior to European contact, so their domesticated forms only exist in the archaeological record. This poster
focuses on one of these lost crops: goosefoot (Chenopodium berlandieri), a small-seeded, annual plant similar
to quinoa (Chenopodium quinoa). Recent fieldwork at the Danny site (115870), a multicomponent bluff-top
settlement overlooking Silver Creek in the uplands east of the American Bottom, revealed a cache of
approximately 275,000 charred seeds. We will conduct a morphological analysis of this seed cache focusing
on seed diameter and testa (seed coat) thickness to explore the developmental plasticity present within this
population. We will then compare our analysis to other goosefoot caches found across eastern North
America. This study will contribute to recent goosefoot research that reframes its evolutionary history, and
further illuminates the intricacies of past peoples’ relationship with this crop.

Belcher, William (School of Global Integrative Studies/Anthropology), LuAnn Wandsnider
(University of Nebraska, Lincoln), Ella Axelrod (University of Nebraska, Lincoln), Gargi Jani
(National Forensic Science University, Gandhinagar) and Koel Mukherjee (Anthropological
Survey of India)

[105]

Deep Stratigraphic Deposits: Pond Scum, Aircraft Wreckage, and Safety in Assam, India

Stratigraphy is an important part of understanding the history and land use of any archaeological site, but it is
exceptionally important in understanding sites associated with US missing service personnel. Understanding the
stratigraphy and pedogenic processes of a recovery site/scene allows the lead archaeologist to make informed
decisions about the extent/depth of excavation as well as the direction of excavation. This understanding guides
the excavations to the areas that appear to have the highest likelihood of recovering probative materials
associated with missing US service members. An important aspect of the study of stratigraphy is to interpret the
land-use history of these recovery scenes, including the original incident related archaeosediments and various
taphonomic processes as well as natural and cultural depositional/ erosional sequences that are necessary to
reconstruct the land use and modification of incident-related sequences. Examples from the recent (December
2022-January 2023) excavation in Assam, India, illustrate the compromise of excavating and interpretation
regarding a large US aircraft crash site as well as maintaining safety protocols for deep excavations.

Belcher, William (School of Global Integrative Studies/Anthropology)
[148]
Chair

Belcher, William [148] see Klemm, Maggie

Beliaev, Dmitri (Knorozov Mesoamerican Center, Russian State University for the
Humanities), Simon Martin (University of Pennsylvania Museum) and Sergei Vepretskii
(Institute of Anthropology and Ethnology, RAS)

[159]

“Serpent Emperor” and “Serpent Co-ruler”: New Evidence on Kanul Hegemony under K’ahk’ Ti’ Ch’ich’

In 2017 previously unknown mid-sixth-century Kanul king K’ahk’ Ti’ Ch’ich’ Aj Saakil was identified in Classic
Maya hieroglyphic inscriptions. He acceded as “high king” (kalomte) in AD 550 and was responsible for the
defeat of Tikal in AD 562 and the expansion of Dzibanche hegemony through the Southern Lowlands. New
reference to K’ahk’ Ti" Ch’ich’ recently found at Chochkitam and dated to AD 568 as well as revision of the
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inscription on Caracol Altar 21 show that his reign as high king continues longer than we believed, for about
two decades, and that his successor “Sky Witness” for a decade could be a co-ruler. In the paper, we
propose to reconsider the co-rulership model of the political organization of Kanul hegemonic polity. We
also discuss the reference to K’ahk’ Ti’ Ch’ich’ as the overlord of the Tikal king and ceramic texts from the
early Tepeu | phase (AD 550-600) that mention various lords claiming the title of “divine Mutul kings” in
order to understand whether the Kanul ruler controlled Tikal and Tikal region after AD 562.

Beliaev, Dmitri [159] see Tokovinine, Alexandre

Belisle, Veronique (Millsaps College) and Hubert Quispe-Bustamante (ZUAYER Consultores y
Ejecutores)

[286]

The Wari Occupation of the Site of Kaninkunka in the Cusco Region of Peru

The nature of Wari presence in the Cusco region of southern Peru during the Middle Horizon (600—1000
CE) is debated. In this area, the Wari state built large installations at Pikillagta and in the neighboring Huaro
Valley. Excavations in the Wari colony have demonstrated the strong Wari identity of its occupants along
with their political ambitions, while excavations at sites outside the colony suggest that people living in
villages further away were little affected by Wari presence. To further document the nature of Wari
presence in Cusco and examine the relationships between Wari colonists and local communities, we
excavated at Kaninkunka in the Huaro Valley. Unlike previous descriptions of the site as a Tiwanaku pyramid,
our fieldwork revealed several Wari monumental structures, including a niched hall and a series of conjoined
rooms. In addition, we uncovered many artifacts of Wari manufacture, such as VWamanga and Chakipampa
pottery, large obsidian projectile points from the Quispisisa outcrop, turquoise-colored beads, and worked
Spondylus. Results indicate that Kaninkunka was a Wari space used for non-domestic purposes. The small
proportion of local material culture further suggests that its occupants sometimes interacted with local
communities, albeit at a much smaller scale than those at Pikillaqta.

Belknap, Lori [154] see Boles, Steve

Bell, Karen

[129]

Mesoamerican Queens, Revisited

This paper builds on the author’s earlier research that documents previously unrecognized female rulers
among the Aztec. Over the last 50 years, interest in elite women in other areas of Mesoamerica has grown,
and the author presents the outcome of some of that research. Woman rulers from not only the Aztec area
but also from the Valley of Oaxaca and the Mayan region are discussed. In addition, the author briefly relates
her experiences as the only woman on a field crew doing settlement pattern work in 1968 in the
Teotihuacan Valley as part of Bill Sanders’s larger Basin of Mexico project.

Beller, Jeremy (Simon Fraser University), Kaia Carr-Meehan (University of Victoria), Maysoon
al-Nahar (University of Jordan) and Mark Collard (Simon Fraser University)

[281]

Potential Refugia in the Levant during the Pleistocene and Their Use by Hominins

Interest in the possibility that refugia have played an important role in human evolution has grown in recent
years. A refugium is a relatively small area in which a population may be able to survive during a period of
unfavorable conditions. Here, we report preliminary results of a study that is seeking to identify refugia in the
Levant that were occupied by Pleistocene hominins. In the Levant, the main constraint on mammalian
occupation has been, until recently, the availability of water. Hence, we focus on areas that likely had stable
sources of water over long periods of time. We are reviewing geohydrological evidence to identify such
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areas; to attach dates to the areas’ refugial phases; and to correlate these phases with the global climate
record. We are also examining archaeological evidence to ascertain when hominins occupied the areas in
question. So far, we have identified over a dozen potential refugia across the Levant. The data indicate that
the refugial phases are not always synchronous or correlated with global climate patterns. The data also
indicate that some of the potential refugia are on the frontiers of the Levant, which raises the possibility that
they could have facilitated hominin migration into Eurasia.

Bellipanni, Kayla [94] see Farmer, Reid

Bello, Charles (Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA-DHS])
[313]

Discussant

[150]

Chair

Bello, Charles (Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA-DHS])
[150]

Collaborative and Community Archaeology: A View from Europe

Community archaeology from a European perspective—comparative analysis.

Bello, Jose [81] see Cusicanqui, Solsire

Bellorado, Benjamin (Arizona State Museum, University of Arizona)
[60]
Chair

Bellorado, Benjamin (Arizona State Museum, University of Arizona)

[60]

Dating Stylistic Change in Ancestral Pueblo Building Mural Traditions in the Southern Bears Ears and across the
Northern Southwest

Mural decorations on buildings can be used to express shared identities and cosmologies at a variety of
scales. Stylistic links between murals at sites can reveal connected networks of practice within and between
regions. Most prior studies focused solely on murals from a single structure or site that are dated at a
relative-scale using ceramic cross-dating. Additionally, few prior studies compare murals across large social
landscapes over time. This study focuses on the development of spatial and temporal seriations of Ancestral
Pueblo mural styles across the northern Southwest using newly developed methodologies for dating the
creation and use of building decorations. Based on recently obtained and legacy dendrochronological data,
and using the Cedar Mesa area of the Bears Ears National Monument as a case-study, | demonstrate the
methods used to create mural-stylistic seriations at the site- and subregional-scales. Then, | apply similar
methodologies to legacy data at the regional-scale to develop spatial and temporal stylistic seriations of
murals for the larger San Juan River Drainage. Using these data, | revisit previous theoretical frameworks,
combined with ethnohistoric accounts relating indigenous perspectives, to explain the role of building murals
during the mid-Pueblo Il (AD 1050—-1150) and Pueblo Ill periods (AD |150-1300).

Bellorado, Benjamin [14] see Heller, Eric

Belmaker, Miriam [113] see Edwards, Timothy
Belmaker, Miriam [268] see Jennings, Madeline
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Belmaker, Miriam [278] see Schumacher, Emily
Belmaker, Miriam [145] see Williams, Patricia

Belmar, Carolina [77] see Urbina, Simén
Belmar, Carolina [77] see Reyes, Omar

Belmiro, Joana (ICArEHB), Jovan Galfi (ICArEHB, University of Algarve), Xavier Terradas
(CSIC), Nuno Bicho (ICArEHB, University of Algarve) and Jodao Cascalheira (ICArEHB,
University of Algarve)

[162]

Local or Exogenous? The Different Facets of Chert during the Gravettian at Vale Boi (Southwestern Portugal)
Hunter-gatherers relied strongly on lithic raw materials, making them essential to characterize mobility and
land-use, raw material provisioning, technology, social organization, exchange, and the functioning of social
networks. As such, the characterization of hunter-gatherer lifeways is often the result of the combination of
data obtained from autochthonous and allochthonous raw materials. Ongoing raw material studies at Vale Boi
(an archaeological site located in southwestern Iberia) show local and exogenous chert raw materials for its
Gravettian occupations. ldentifying patterns of raw material use during this techno-complex, and especially
the possible existence of social networks based on exogenous raw materials, may be a key aspect to
understanding the Early Upper Paleolithic expansion in south Portugal, especially when previous works have
suggested a possible ethnographic boundary between hunter-gatherer groups. This paper presents the chert
raw material analysis results from the Gravettian levels of Vale Boi from the Terrace area. The archaeological
chert artifacts were analyzed through a multi-layer approach (macroscopy, petrography, and geochemistry)
and compared to a regional reference collection. Technological data was combined with the raw material
results. This allowed us to better characterize the behaviors of chert obtainment, and their place within the
technological or social organization of Gravettian hunter-gatherer communities.

Ben Amara, Ayed [240] see Alloteau, Fanny

Benallie, Larry [88] see Guebard, Matthew

Benavides Imbachi, Marcela [220] see Giraldo Tenorio, Hernando

Benazzi, Stefano [334] see Esposito, Carmen

Benden, Danielle (Driftless Pathways, LLC)

[305]

If We Build It, Will They Come? A Community of Practice for Archaeological Repositories

In 2021, caretakers and users of archaeological collections participated in a Wenner-Gren funded workshop
that considered the social lives of archaeological repositories. The goal was to understand the repository as a
site of social relations among and between stakeholders. Together, collections managers, curators, and
archaeologists representing tribal, government, CRM, and academic sectors considered the fundamental roles
of the repository for the stakeholders they serve. Workshop participants identified the elements that unite
repositories beyond curating collections. One of the outcomes was to explore whether repositories and
their stakeholders would benefit from a more collaborative system of information sharing through the
establishment of a Community of Practice (CoP) or a Repository Collective. This paper considers the
creation of a CoP for archaeological repositories, its benefits, and potential barriers to its formation. A CoP
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could be a platform for interaction, a portal for best practices with an emphasis on sustainability, and a means
to developing new solutions to common problems.

Bender, Katharine (College of William and Mary), Joseph Jones (College of William and Mary),
David Sevestre (College of William and Mary), Michael Blakey (College of William and Mary)
and Jack Gary (Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)

[16]

Humans Remain: Bioarchaeology and Community at the Historic First Baptist Church of Williamsburg

We present the results of osteological analysis of human remains excavated at the original site of the historic
First Baptist Church of Williamsburg, Virginia. The goals and parameters of our analysis were defined through
a process of public engagement evolved from the ethical framework of the New York African Burial Ground
Project. Limited by poor preservation conditions, skeletal and particularly dental assessment nonetheless
yielded information deemed vital by community members. We determined the ancestral remains of three
excavated individuals to be those of a late teen of indeterminate sex, an adult male, and a probable adult
male. The presence of dental caries, calculus and hypoplasia suggests overall poor dental health, and abnormal
occlusal wear for one individual (Burial 13) indicates his possible occupational use of the dentition. Most
importantly, our findings helped to confirm the African American descendant community’s long-held claim to
the site and rich legacy of one of the nation’s oldest churches. This project demonstrates both the value and
potential of publicly-engaged bioarchaeology as a means of community creation, engagement, and
empowerment. ***This presentation will include images of human remains.

Bender, Katharine [16] see Sevestre, David

Benedetti, Michael [247] see Carvalho, Milena

Benjamin, Jonathan and Michael O’Leary (University of Western Australia)

[263]

Recent Developments from the Submerged Cultural Landscape of Murujuga Sea Country, Northwest Shelf (Dampier
Archipelago), Western Australia

In 2020 the Deep History of Sea Country project team published the discovery of two underwater
archaeological sites in Murujuga Sea Country (Dampier Archipelago), Western Australia. Further lab analysis
and field-based observations have been since undertaken, and these contribute to our understanding of the
submerged sites within the broader setting within this rich cultural landscape. An update to our initial field
observations will be provided with special reference to site formation and preservation on the submerged
continental shelf. A brief discussion will be undertaken regarding heritage protection, as these sites represent
a case study application for the protection of Indigenous underwater cultural heritage in Australia with wider
implications for tropical environments around the Asia Pacific Region.

Benn Torres, Jada [70] see McCormack, Katie

Bennett, Matthew [35] see Reynolds, Sally

Benson, Erin [328] see Rankin, Caitlin
Benson, Erin [140] see Youngpeter, Christina
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Bentley, Nicholas (Texas A&M University)

[316]

Late Quaternary Site Formation Processes and Archaeological Site Preservation Potential of the Lower Aucilla River,
Florida

For more than four decades the lower Aucilla River in northwest Florida has been recognized for its
impressive late Pleistocene archaeological site preservation and its potential to further our understanding of
Americas earliest indigenous inhabitants. Within the mid-channel collapse sinkholes of this river, dozens of
late Pleistocene archaeological sites lie inundated in both surficial and buried contexts. However, only three
of these sites have been thoroughly investigated, including the 14,550-year-old Page-Ladson site. While it has
been demonstrated that dateable late Pleistocene deposits containing in situ archaeological material are
present within the mid channel sinkholes of the Aucilla River, the extent of these deposits and the late
Pleistocene site preservation potential for much of the lower Aucilla River still remains unknown. This paper
discusses recent research focused on the geoarchaeological investigation of seven mid-channel sinkholes
within the lower Aucilla River through sediment coring, geoarchaeological excavation, and high-precision
radiocarbon dating.

Benzonelli, Agnese [I 18] see Campos Quintero, Lina
Benzonelli, Agnese [ 18] see Vieri, Jasmine

Beramendi-Orosco, Laura (Instituto de Geologia, UNAM) and Galia Gonzalez-Hernandez
(Instituto de Geofisica, UNAM)

[152]

Chronology of the Post-Teotihuacan Occupations in the Teotihuacan Valley

The moment of the collapse of Teotihuacan and the subsequent occupation of the area by other cultures are
still subjects of debate concerning this important urban center in Mesoamerica. Understanding what
happened after the collapse and dating the different reoccupations of Teotihuacan can be challenging due to
different factors, including the reuse of building materials and looting during Postclassic and modern times
that resulted in altered archaeological contexts or significantly mixed dates for the samples. A Bayesian
approach integrating radiocarbon dates and detailed archaeological information can help to overcome these
difficulties. In this contribution we will present the process of building a high-resolution chronology for the
tunnels located to the east of the Pyramid of the Sun by the integration of 20 radiocarbon dates from “Cueva
del Pirul” and “Cueva de las Varillas” with detailed archaeological information on the context for each dated
sample, including ceramic styles. With the resulting chronology it is possible to distinguish the moment of the
different occupations during the Epiclassic and Postclassic times, helping to refine chronologies based on
ceramic styles and to understand the population dynamics in the area.

Bérard, Benoit [257] see Siegel, Peter

Berg, Gregory [236] see Chesson, Lesley
Berg, Gregory [70] see Maass, Claire
Berg, Gregory [337] see Stantis, Chris

Berganzo Besga, Iban [256] see Pugliese, Melanie

Berger, Jackie [300] see Garcia-Putnam, Alex
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Bergevin, Jesse [72] see Woods, Julie

Bergman, Christine [310] see Kelley, Alice

Berikashvili, David (International Archaeological Center of the University of Georgia)

[62]

Medieval Fortifications of the Mountainous South Caucasus (Zakagori Fortress in Truso Valley, North Georgia)
Zakagori fortress in Truso Valley, Northern Georgia (South Caucasus) represents unique medieval complex
which was controlling military and economical routs leading from the South to the North in medieval times.
This unique complex is known as an architectural and archaeological monument, which combines stratas and
sediments of High and Late Medieval periods. Archaeological and multidisciplinary studies of the site in 2018-
2019 gained priceless archaeological and historical information about a lifestyle and habit of the inhabitants of
the mountainous Caucasus of these times. The results of the multidisciplinary studies will be presented on
the presentation, as well as the single archaeological artifacts associated to the everyday life, medieval
medicine, and craft of the mountainous Caucasian communities.

Berim, Anna [190] see Zimmermann, Mario

Berini, John, lll [337] see Briggs, Emily

Bermann, Marc [283] see Messinger, Emma

Berna, Francesco [285] see Hollenback, Kacy

Bernard, Hayden (Indiana University), Ryan Kennedy (Indiana University), Eric Guiry (Trent
University) and Peter Sauer (Indiana University)

[200]

Building an Archaeological Record of Over Three Centuries of Turtle Use Across the Chesapeake Bay Region
Archaeological and historical data speak to the importance of turtles in the Chesapeake Bay region, which
includes the eastern portions of Maryland and Virginia and which serves as a home to nearly 20 species of
terrestrial, freshwater, and marine turtles. Despite the many roles that turtles played in pre- and post-contact
communities in the area, there has been no systematic effort to examine long-term temporal and/or geographic
variability in past human use of turtles in the Chesapeake Bay region. In this poster, we address this critical
research gap using zooarchaeological and stable isotope data from turtle remains recovered from a number of
archaeological sites in Maryland and Virginia that span the seventeenth through late nineteenth centuries. We
highlight trends in the use of individual turtle species through time, including reliance on freshwater pond turtles
across multiple time periods and the importance of brackish water diamondback terrapins, especially in
nineteenth-century sites. We also discuss insights into turtle harvesting practices and historical ecology of
turtles in this dynamic region. Ultimately, we highlight not only how turtles were used in the Chesapeake Bay
region but also consider how best to approach archaeological turtle analysis more broadly.

Bernard, Julienne

[304]

The Sampling Was Done in the Field: JEA as Scholar and Mentor in Context

This paper examines and celebrates the scholarship of Jeanne Arnold within her life as a friend, colleague, and
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mentor. Coming of age in a decidedly masculine and sometimes antagonistic era of California archaeology,
Jeanne emerged as a leading and respected scholar in the study of complex hunter-gatherer-fishers. In this
environment, and maybe in response to it, she approached data collection and analysis with methods that
were extraordinarily careful, rigorous, and precise. In both mundane and profound ways, Jeanne personified
these same qualities herself, applying similar levels of meticulousness and tenacity in her other roles as
professor and mentor as she did to her fieldwork and analysis. In this paper, | consider the ways that Jeanne’s
methodological dispositions, personality, and personhood were intertwined, and | invite attendees to
consider this exceptional archaeologist’s influence on a more personal level. With this, | hope to promote a
more holistic perspective on academic legacies and encourage an examination of the diverse lasting impacts
each of us has on the field and on each other.

Bernardini, Wesley [269] see Solometo, Julie

Berner, Jack (Washington University, St. Louis), Denis Sharapov (University of Tyumen),
Andrei Logvin (Kostanay State University) and Irina Shevnina (Kostanay State University)
[23]

A Multiscalar Geospatial Study of Bronze Age Landscapes in the Trans-Urals

The Late Bronze Age (2100—-1400 BCE) of the Ural-Tobol interfluve saw the emergence and decline of
proto-urban fortified settlements occupied by pastoralists and metallurgists. These sites have been
interpreted as centers for military defense, ritual-political nodes, strategic centers to protect natural
resources or avoid environmental hazards, and aggregations of metallurgists or other craftspeople. By 1700
BCE, communities began to abandon these sites and adopted a less-centralized settlement pattern.
Archaeologists still have not determined the extent to which shifts in metallurgical production, ecological
change, inter-settlement conflict, and internal social change influenced this process. To better understand the
process of centralization and subsequent disaggregation, | present the early stages of a multiscalar geospatial
study that traces the layouts of Bronze Age settlements, as well as landscape use 2100-1400 BCE. | will first
discuss the fortified site of Kamysty, Kazakhstan, and the results of handheld lidar and GPR scanning in the
summer of 2023. | then expand my scope to the entire Kamysty-Ayat River Valley, using satellite images to
identify potential Bronze Age sites and ecological features. Finally, | discuss novel approaches to studying the
broad settlement system of the Ural-Tobol interfluve, utilizing a large satellite image dataset and cloud-
computing technology.

Bernstein, Bruce (Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Pueblo of Pojoaque)

[167]

Historic Tewa Pottery 1600—1800 and Social Survivance

Pottery making over the long arch of Tewa history is episodic; social changes bringing small and large-scale
modification and sometimes transformation to pottery forms and iconography. Pottery, or more precisely, its
aesthetics and production are ritualistic, serving as a critical and material conceptual ideal of the Tewa world.
And, significantly, pottery is a social tool, whether mediating Tewa people’s settlement on new lands during
the fourteenth century, adaptation to Spanish colonization, or to the onset of the cash economy and
twentieth market for Pueblo art pottery. As Tewa people remind us, “Our history is recorded in pottery.”
Most Tewa pottery studies use stylistic analysis or typological studies, one pottery type instinctively leading
to the next. This suggests an absence of sentience by the potters and sui generi basis for understanding Tewa
culture. And, in particular, when approaching pottery this way we are more apt to input outsider knowledge
over that of Tewa people’s own sentience, a long habit of colonial powers and academic disciplines. Historic
pottery is rarely studied and imperfectly understood, existing as archaeological sherds and whole pottery in
museum collections. My discussion brings together disparate collections with fresh ethnographic inquiry
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Bernstein, Jan
[97]
Discussant

Berquist, Stephen (Sewanee: The University of the South)
[76]
Chair

Berquist, Stephen (Sewanee: The University of the South), Aleksa Alaica (University of British
Columbia) and Giles Morrow (Vanderbilt University)

[76]

Tecapa: Segmentary Organization as Sociopolitical Technology in the Transitional Period (AD 800—1000)

The site of Tecapa represents one of the few major Transitional settlements on the North Coast. Its
occupation (~AD 800-1000) spans the waning of Moche influence and the coalescence of Chimu and
Lambayeque culture. In fact, the spatial organization of Tecapa shares important principles with Sican and
closely parallels the configuration of Chimu ciudadelas, even as urban growth at Chan Chan obscures its early
years. The relationship of Tecapa to Huaca Colorada thus offers important insights into persistence and
transformations of Moche practices and the emergence of coastal Late Intermediate period polities. At
Tecapa, this transition reveals a gradual, though definitive break with Moche traditions rather than the
“collapse” of Huaca Colorada as a major center. The planned grid of Tecapa indicates a conscious
reorganization of social space. The segmentary structure of the site articulated relations between lineages
and balanced highland settlers with coastal natives across a monumental plaza. Archaeological assemblages
show how the new organizational paradigms may have balanced different political interests. Moreover, the
incorporation and renovation of Huaca Colorada suggests its resignification as an ancestral location shared by
highlanders and costenos. Ultimately, we argue that Tecapa presages the later segmentary ayllus and
parcialidades of the coast.

Berquist, Stephen [76] see Quifionez, Patricia
Berquist, Stephen [76] see Maciw, Alannagh

Berrey, Adam (Sacramento State University)

[157]

Explaining Early Complex Society Development in Central America and Northern South America: Patterns, Variation,
and Scales of Analysis

The early complex societies of Central America and northern South America were once widely recognized
for their organizational and cultural diversity. Since that time, greater emphasis has been placed on their
shared cultural traits, as revealed through genetic and linguistic data and patterns in material culture—the
variation that was once so strongly lauded is now often seen as nothing more than regional manifestations of
an overarching theme. But while research into these cultural affinities has enhanced our understanding of
early complex societies in this part of the world, it has also led to unitary explanations of how those societies
developed. Such explanations do not do justice to the rich organizational diversity that is evident in the
archaeological record and obviates any opportunity to learn from what it can teach us about the processes of
social change. Approaches are needed that account for this variation, and that distinguish between
organizational and cultural processes, focus attention on the scales of analysis at which the processes of social
change most strongly operate, and allow for a wider range of explanatory factors than what overarching,
unitary explanations require.

Berruti, Gabriele [157] see Arce Buitargo, Tomas
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Berry, James [257] see Kennedy, Jason

Berryman, Judy
[52]
Chair

Berryman, Judy, Tuesday Critz (New Mexico State University, Las Cruces), Gabriela Tepley
(New Mexico State University, Las Cruces) and William Walker (New Mexico State University,
Las Cruces)

[52]

Cottonwood Spring Pueblo (LA [75): A Multiethnic Community, Movement of People through Time and Place

In this paper we argue that Cottonwood Spring Pueblo was a multiethnic community similar to many other
fourteenth-century village clusters in greater Pueblo World. Cottonwood Spring Pueblo (LA 175) consists of
multiple pueblos and features grouped into Areas A—F along Cottonwood Wash on the western flanks of the
San Andres Mountains. Variation in architecture, artifacts and site closure in these pueblos suggests they
resulted from an aggregation of peoples from different places in the Jornada region. Room sizes, wall types
and artifact patterns, in Areas A and B resembles those of pueblos to the northeast in the Sierra Blanca
region. Several similar sites on the western flanks of the San Andres mountains (Horse Camp Draw, Fleck
Draw, Cottonwood Wash) suggest a movement of these peoples into the area during the El Paso Phase.
Other Pueblos in various loci of Area E on Cottonwood Wash, however, appear more similar to villages to
the southeast like those clustered near Coe Lake. The Jornada Mogollon like that rest of the Pueblo World
experienced dynamic changes during the fourteenth century and contributed to the variation in subsequent
native communities of the historic era.

Berryman, Stan [38] see Arakawa, Fumi

Bertman, Sarah (CSU Northridge)
[237]
Chair

Bertman, Sarah (CSU Northridge)

[237]

Embracing the Research Potential: Geochemical Sourcing of Rhyolite Artifacts from Antelope Valley Orphaned
Collections

For over 40 years, the orphaned archaeological collections excavated by Antelope Valley College (AVC) have
remained underutilized and underreported—an untapped resource and oversight to archaeological
investigations in the western Mojave Desert. Orphaned collections can be revisited repeatedly with new
paradigms and varied analytical methods. This research serves as a geochemical provenance study of rhyolite
artifacts from three village sites excavated by AVC. Cottonwood Creek (CA-KER-303), Skelton Ranch (CA-
LAN-488), and Totem Pole Ranch, located in different areas of the Antelope Valley, were seasonally occupied
prior to or during the Late Prehistoric period. Sourcing rhyolite—a local lithic material from the area—can
directly relate to the discussion of cultural boundaries and spheres of interaction that took place among
semi-sedentary hunter-gatherers who occupied these villages. A previous geochemical study of rhyolite from
the Antelope Valley suggested cultural affiliations and patterns of interaction between different ethnic groups
dictated access and procurement of rhyolite from two known formations— Rosamond Hills, located in
Rosamond, CA, and Fairmont Butte in Lancaster, CA. By employing LA-ICP-MS, micro-samples of rhyolite
groundmass will be analyzed to expand on previous research and identify conveyance strategies that reflect
the technically useful features of rhyolite and patterns of local-regional intergroup exchange.
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Bertrando, Ethan (California Military Department)

[270]

Incorporating Multiple Data Sources to Identify Social Boundaries in a Prehistoric Landscape: A Case Study from the
Nacimiento River, Camp Roberts, California

Archaeologists have long looked to material culture to identify the presence and geographic extent of
cultures in the past. Despite this long history, there remains significant challenges with this direction of
research. In this case study, archaeological evidence ranging from subsistence remains to nonutilitarian goods
is coupled with ethnographic data to plot the shifting settlement territories in an area occupied by various
indigenous groups over the last 2,000 years including the Northern and Southern Salinan as well as the
Northern Chumash. The results contribute to our understanding of how this approach may be applied and
what its limitations are.

Besaw, Courtney and Tracie Mayfield (University of Southern California)

[267]

Colonoware alongside Imported Ceramics: Overview of Post-self-~emancipation Local Pottery Production on Providencia
Island, Colombia

Colonowares are often recovered at colonial period sites in the Americas where peoples of African descent
resided, and are low-fired, made from locally sourced clays and flux materials, and can be plain or decorated.
Many archaeologists suggest that the practice of making this pottery is an African-based craft, however
Indigenous influences (particularly in colonial contexts) cannot be overlooked. The presence of colonowares
provides important information about the lifeways of enslaved people and Maroons because these wares
were produced and traded outside of the colonial industrial complex. Recent excavations on Providencia
recovered colonoware sherds that were coiled/hand molded and open air fired, much like those collected in
other Caribbean contexts. These ceramics appear to be made with local clay and include red rock and
quartz—a material linked to the Maroons of the island via oral history. On Providencia, methods for
producing colonoware likely resulted from a combination of historical memory of peoples of African descent
and methods learned from interactions with Indigenous people from coastal and inland sites. These findings
are in line with Providencia’s oral history which places residents of African, Miskito, and European descent on
the island since the early 1600s.

Beshkani, Amir [93] see Nymark, Andreas

Bess, Jennifer (Goucher College)

[88]

Indigenous Knowledge: Scaling the Impact of Archaeological Research Up, Out, and Across

Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) or Indigenous Knowledge (IK)—evolved and evolving from hundreds
or thousands of years of observation and interaction with specific environments—has answered questions
posed by geomorphologists and archaeologists, among others, attempting to identify architectural remnants.
In the 1990s, Hul'q’'umi’num’ and WSANEC Coast Salish communities aided Parks Canada and scientists
investigating hundreds of stone walls along British Columbia’s coast. The resulting study and revival of Coast
Salish clam gardens and the creation of the Clam Garden Network exemplify the ways in which IK not only
bridges gaps in archaeological research, but scales and diversifies the significance of that research into issues
of cultural sovereignty, sustainability, and biodiversity. In the United States, continued labors to understand,
revive, and advance clam garden IK for present-day purposes stand alongside projects such as the joint
venture of Ihupiaq experts and Fish & Wildlife Service personnel in researching weirs constructed for
whitefish harvesting in Kotzebue Sound, Alaska. Each example demonstrates that IK is not simply an
alternative framework for understanding the past, but an epistemological alternative to (western) frameworks
and disciplines that have created silos of expertise at odds with complex problem-solving.
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Best, Kaleigh, Jessica Spencer (Southern lllinois University, Carbondale) and Christopher Jazwa
(University of Nevada, Reno)

[272]

Marine Shell from Burials in St. Henry’s Cemetery (1 151742), East St. Louis, IL (1866—1908)

In the nineteenth century, East St. Louis attracted immigrants to work in its centers of industry and was a hub
for westward expansion. St. Henry’s Cemetery in East St. Louis, lllinois was the prominent Catholic cemetery
within the area, serving the community from 1866 to 1908. Supposedly relocated by 1926, the cemetery site
was then developed into a National Guard Armory by 1952. Excavations in 2021/2022 revealed the presence of
a large number of remaining burials in various states of interment, with over 75% of burials being intact. Of the
47 excavated features, a total of six were found to contain seemingly intentionally placed marine seashells. All
features with shell were previously exhumed. This presentation examines the shells themselves, the burial status
and possible demographic information for each of the interments found with marine shell and discusses possible
hypotheses on why the shells were placed and by whom. Possible hypotheses involving ethnic heritage, religious
associations, and symbolic transference of the soul are discussed with the latter being the most likely hypothesis
in this case. Other examples of marine shell use in mortuary rituals are discussed. This presentation offers a
glimpse into mortuary and cemetery relocation practices in Victorian East St. Louis.

Best, Kaleigh
[300]
Discussant

Best, Kaleigh [300] see Passalacqua, Nicholas

Betarello, Juliana [9] see Bueno, Lucas

Bethard, Jonathan [68] see Arroyo, Valerie
Bethard, Jonathan [68] see McGrath, Katie

Bethke, Brandi (University of Oklahoma), Sarah Trabert (University of Oklahoma) and Richard
Drass (University of Oklahoma [Emeritus])

[260]

Horses in Early Wichita Communities: New Evidence from the Little Deer Site

In North America, the southern Plains exchange system after 1600 CE was a complicated and fiercely
competitive network of fluid alliances, rival interests, and conflict in the middle of overlapping Southeast and
Southwest cultural, economic, and physical power bases. Within this system, the Wichita people occupied
physical and social spaces between different environments, exchange networks, Indigenous groups, and
eventually European colonies for generations, controlling the passage of goods, people, and knowledge
through their territories. Horses played a critical role in these exchange systems. During the eighteenth
century, Wichita villages served as major Indigenous-controlled centers of the horse trade in a region that
lacked the establishment of official European posts or an extensive rendezvous system. However, much of
what we know about horses in Wichita communities comes from accounts of Euro-American colonizers or
from the perspective of their more mobile allies and trade partners, which often downplay the significance of
horses to the Wichita, as well as undermine their antiquity. This paper presents the results of our reanalysis
of faunal remains from a seventeenth-century Wichita village called Little Deer in west-central Oklahoma.
This work provides new evidence that horses may have reached the Wichita earlier than previously believed.

Bettinger, Robert (University of California, Davis)
[306]

Discussant
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Bettinger, Robert (University of California, Davis)

[306]

Environment versus Technology: Weighing the Drivers of Western North American Holocene Intensification
Environment and technology are the independent “givens” of Julian Steward’s model of cultural ecology wherein
different techno-environmental combinations favor different subsistence, settlement, and organizational
responses. While all parties concede the importance of both, the thrust of much recent archaeological research
echoes the contemporary media narrative in which environment—specifically climate change—is dominant,
which is in keeping with a long-standing theoretical treatments of simpler societies, hunter-gatherers in
particular. In this view, while technology can transform hunter-gatherers into something else (e.g.,
agriculturalists), technological variation among hunter-gatherers is mainly facultative, responding to local
conditions, making technology a function of environment, and turning Steward’s cultural ecology into
environmental determinism. This, and the correlative emphasis on climate as the major driver of hunter-
gatherer behavioral change, is not in accord with the facts, specifically western North American hunter-gatherer
demographic proxies showing a “hockey stick” trajectory at odds with climate records and sharply skewed to
the very late Holocene, with an inflection point coinciding with the appearance of the bow and arrow at about
AD 500, which favored social formations impossible with the atlatl (e.g., the family band), entraining a cascade of
technical and social innovations that transformed western North American hunter-gatherer landscape.

Betts, Matthew (Canadian Museum of History)

[259]

Human-Shark Interactions in the Interior of North America: A Relational and Historical Perspective

In a previous article, Betts et al. (2012) explored the spiritual relationship between sharks and humans in the
Atlantic Northeast. For peoples with relational ontologies, using, wearing, and trading shark teeth not only
signaled a sacred relationship with the shark but also an identity embodied by this conspecific; namely, a way
of life connected to the sea and its animals. However, for at least 2,500 years, extant and fossil shark teeth
were traded from the Atlantic seaboard and Gulf of Maine into the interior of North America. The shark
teeth occurred in Adena, Hopewell, and later Mississippian contexts from the Great Lakes to the Lower
Mississippi and especially the Ohio Valley. Their trade and importance appear to have intensified over time,
and they are especially prominent in Mississippian contexts, such as Cahokia, where effigies of the teeth may
have also been created. What did these sharks and their teeth mean to people who had no direct
relationship with the sea and its animals, and who had likely never seen a shark in their lives? This paper
explores the meanings, social bonds, power, and histories embedded in shark teeth in interior North
American contexts, from both relational and historical perspectives.

Betzenhauser, Alleen (lllinois State Archaeological Survey) and Madeleine Evans (lllinois State
Archaeological Survey)

[282]

Unsung Heroes of Cahokian Cuisine: The Materials and Methods for Nixtamalization in the American Bottom
People who rely on corn for significant portions of their diets must process it to improve its nutritional
quality, or risk severe malnutrition. A common method historically employed throughout Mesoamerica and
North America consisted of soaking corn kernels in an alkaline solution created from wood ash or burned
limestone, a technique referred to as nixtamalization. Recent research on pottery and limestone recovered
from the East St. Louis site (1 1S706) by the lllinois State Archaeological Survey during an lllinois Department
of Transportation project has yielded intriguing new data indicating nixtamalization was also practiced in the
American Bottom of present-day lllinois as Cahokia grew to prominence as the first and largest Indigenous
city north of Mesoamerica (ca. 900—1100 CE). The results of a pilot study indicate corn was nixtamalized
using such seemingly mundane materials as locally available limestone and crude pottery utensils known as
stumpware. Here | present the results of this research, focusing on portable X-ray fluorescence analyses,
morphological variability, and depositional contexts of archaeological samples of stumpware, and
experimental use of stumpware replicas. Examining how corn was processed in this way reveals information
concerning culinary choice, the development of new foodways, and the formation of community identities.
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Betzenhauser, Alleen [202] see Belcher, Megan

Bever, Edward (SUNY Old Westbury)

[333]

Magical Treasure Hunting in Early Modern Wurttemberg: Spirits, Neurocognition, and Sociocultural Change

One of the most common forms of divination in early modern Europe was magical treasure hunting. In an era
before banks, locks, and police were common, people often buried or hid valuables, and sometimes
knowledge of the location was lost. Some people later stumbled upon these caches accidentally, but others
sought them out. Some treasure hunters tried to use common sense to deduce their location, but far more
employed magical implements and rituals to contact spirits thought to be connected with the treasure. The
implements included dowsing instruments and ceremonial objects, while the rituals generally involved
elaborate and protracted rites, and in a few cases inhaling smoke or powder. This paper will examine a series
of treasure hunting episodes in the archives of the Duchy of Wurttemberg between 1600 and 1800, focusing
particularly on those that involved ritual activities that appear to have induced in the participants altered
states of consciousness in which they contacted spirits, and relating these activities and experiences to both
the neuropsychology of ritual trance and the early modern duchy’s evolving culture and society.

Bey, Bridget (Washington University, St. Louis) and Sarah Baitzel (Washington University, St.
Louis)

[70]

Pubertal Development among Prehispanic Moquegua Valley Populations (Southern Peru, 800—1500 CE)

As a temporally bounded bio-social process, puberty offers a compelling topic to explore the lived experiences
of past people. The onset and pace of pubertal development are shaped by nutritional, environmental, and social
factors that reflect long and short-term childhood experiences. We investigate puberty as a flexible process
shaped by multiple factors; specifically, how in the late prehispanic Andes (800—1500 CE) adolescent growth and
development interacted with childhood health and environmental conditions. We present data on 217
individuals, 5-30 years old, from three skeletal collections recovered in the Moquegua Valley (southern Peru):
Omo MI0, Chen Chen M1, and Estuquina Mé6. We establish and compare pubertal growth/development curves
across Andean and global samples and investigate the long-term effects of stress on the life course. This
research combines traditional osteological methods for estimating age-at-death, sex, and stature with recent
methodologies for assessing pubertal growth and determining juvenile sex. The scope of our analysis allows for
the reconstruction and comparison of early life course histories, and the opportunity to evaluate how physical
and psychosocial stress affected puberty in the prehispanic Andes.

Bey, George, lll (Millsaps College), Rossana May (Kaxil Kiuic AC), Tomas Gallareta Negrén
(INAH), Kyle Winters (UMMC) and Magill Grunfeld (BRAP)

[261]

Upstairs, Downstairs: Excavations of a Throne Room and Kitchen in the Kuche Palace, Kiuic, Yucatan

Beginning around AD 800 the Puuc region experienced a major construction boom of monumental
architecture, including large palace complexes. At Kiuic, in the Bolonchen region of the Puuc, the early
Yaxché Palace (AD 550-800) was replaced by a much larger complex of structures, still under construction
at the time of the center’s abandonment around AD 1000. This paper examines the results of several field
seasons of excavation of two important buildings associated with the later Kuche Palace, the throne room
and the kitchen. Although examining a number of aspects of the late palace, the paper focuses primarily on a
functional analysis of these two structures. What does a detailed excavation tell us about the archaeological
function and history of these two structures? Are the two buildings actually the throne room and kitchen; if
so, are similar structures found at other important Puuc cities. The throne room underwent significant
modification over this 200-year period, suggesting a dynamic period of sociocultural development. The results
of these excavations are finally considered in relation to the larger complex of buildings and plazas that
formed the Kuche Palace and what this tells us about palace life in the Late/Terminal Classic period at Kiuic.
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Bey, George, Il (Millsaps College)
[292]
Discussant

Bey, George, Il [261] see Gallareta Cervera, Tomas
Bey, George, Il [255] see Gallareta Negréon, Tomas
Bey, George, lll [261] see Seligson, Ken
Bey, George, lll [261] see Winters, Kyle

Bhattacharyya, Tiyas (University of Oregon)

[289]

Fauna from Funan: An Examination of Human-Animal Relationships at Angkor Borei, Cambodia (500 BCE-500 CE)
This talk will discuss the preliminary results from a study focusing on the analysis of select faunal remains
from the Early Historic/Pre-Angkorian site of Angkor Borei, Cambodia. Angkor Borei is one of Southeast
Asia’s earliest urban centers, located in the Mekong Delta region of southern Cambodia. It was also a
prominent trading center from the late first millennium BCE to the first millennium CE. | will present fauna
from burial, residential, and industrial contexts that were excavated as part of the Lower Mekong
Archaeological Project (LOMAP). Initial identification by previous scholars found both wild and domesticated
fauna along with all major local taxa (e.g., water buffalo, pigs, cattle, chickens, crocodiles, various species of
deer, rice rats, fresh and brackish water fish species, elephants, etc.). By examining the types and proportions
of animals excavated and comparing the dataset from select contexts at Angkor Borei, | will discuss proposed
shifts in human-animal-environment interactions, and how these may coincide with diachronic changes in
sociopolitical organization, the subsistence economy, and religious practices.

Biagetti, Stefano

[151]

CAMP: A New Project for the Study of Pastoral Archaeological Sites

Pastoralism is now recognized as a smart economy for food production in drylands, especially in the current
scenario of climate change, where natural resource variability is increasing globally. Outdated stereotypes about
the inefficiency and irrationality of pastoralism are being reevaluated, and there is a shift in the old paradigms
regarding the study of contemporary pastoralism. Simultaneously, the archaeology of pastoralism is gaining
renewed attention due to the long-lasting and sustainable nature of documented pastoralist practices. However,
the archaeological record of pastoral sites remains challenging to study using current archaeological methods.
The recently ERC-funded project “(Re)Constructing the Archaeology of Mobile Pastoralism (CAMP): Bringing
the site level into long-term pastoral narratives” aims at developing a widely applicable methodology for the
study of pastoral archaeological sites that can augment our knowledge on past livelihood in drylands.

Bianchi, Rachele (University of Toronto)

[315]

Time to Reconsider: A Critical Assessment of How Different Interpretations of Variation in Late Chalcolithic and Early
Bronze Age Central Asia Influenced the Establishment of Chronological Frameworks

Periodization and the establishment of chronological sequences are integral parts of archaeological discourse.
Not only do we use them to diachronically investigate patterns and changes in material culture, but we rely
on presumed contemporaneity to discuss interaction and exchange. However, archaeological reconstructions
of the past and established chronological frameworks are heavily influenced by differential approaches to
interpretation of variation. In this paper | discuss interpretative differences and underlying assumptions of
Soviet and Western approaches to the establishment of chronological sequences for Late Chalcolithic and
Early Bronze Age Central Asia. By comparing the approaches to Yamnaya and Namazga periodization, |
highlight the interpretative ramifications of different mental constructs, ideologies, and theoretical
conceptions of the past.
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Biar, Alexandra (CNRS - UMR8096 ArchAm)

[154]

Dugout Canoe: A Solution for Bulk Transport in Mesoamerica

In a cultural area where geography conspires against ease of exchange, Mesoamerican societies discovered
technical answers adapted to their needs. At a time when the exchange of merchandise and goods relied
mainly on human transport, some civilizations such as the Olmecs, Mayas, and Mexicas turned to accessible,
high-performance waterways. Monoxyle canoes seem to have met all technical, economic, political, social,
and ritual expectations. Based on ethnohistorical, archaeological, and ethnographic data, | propose to shed
some light on the particular case of bulk transport, in whi